S'u  waVwUhdrawn  on  or  before  the 
Latest  Date  stamped  below. 

Th.ft  mutilation,  and  underlining  of  books 
I  e  ;a^ns  for  disciplinary  action  and  .ay 
risult  in  dismissal  from  the  Un.vers.ty. 


oW. 


TALES 


OF 


REAL    LIFE, 


BY 

MRS.  OPIE. 


IN  THREE  VOLUMES. 


VOL.  II. 


PRINTED    FOR 

XONGMAN,  HURST,  REES,  ORME,  AND  BROWN, 

»ATERNOSTER-ROW. 

1813. 


Primed  ly  R.  Taylor  end  Co.,  Shoe-Lane^  London. 


SZ3 

APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER. 

A  TALE. 

VVpiAT  shall  we  do?*'  said  a  rich 
banker,  a  very  busy  and  zealous  politician 

in  the  city  of  W ,  to  a  gentleman  of 

considerable  importance  who  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  "  Parliament  is  dis- 
solved, the  writ  is  expected  down  every 
day,  and  we  have  not  yet  found  a  candi- 
date to  oppose  to  our  unpopular  mem- 
ber ;  therefore  he  will  be  returned  again, 
merely  for  v\ant  of  some  one  to  set  up 
against  him." 

"=  Why  not  stand  yourself?*'  replied 
Sir  James. 

"  Why  do  you  not  follow  the  advice 
you  give?" 

VOL.  II.  B  "I  would, 
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"  I  would,  if  my  health  would  allow 
of  it.  But  let  us  not  waste  these  precious 
moments ;  let  us  endeavour  to  find  some 
one  likely  to  suit  our  purpose.  Ha !  for- 
tunate indeed !  I  see  a  very  proper  per- 
son yonder.'' 

"  Whom  do  you  mean.  Sir  James  ? 
that  young  officer?'' 

«  Yes— Colonel  Vane." 

*'  Is  that  the  Colonel  Vane  who  distin- 
guished himself  on  the  continent  so  much 
by  his  personal  bravery  when  quite  a 
youth  ;  and  who  made  himself  adored  the 
other  day,  even  by  the  rioters  against 
whom  he  was  called  to  act,  by  the  mercy 
with  which  he  tempered  justice?" 

"  The  very  same. — He  is  come  hither 
on  a  visit  to  Captain  Clinton,  who  is  re- 
cruiting here ;  and  as  he  is  a  man  of  in- 
dependent fortune,  and  is  moreover  a 
well-known   and    popular   character,     I 

think, 
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think,  if  he  would  come  forward,  he  might 
have  a  chance  of  succeeding." 

"  Then,  as  you  know  him.  Sir  James, 
suppose  you  ask  him  to  offer  himself?" 

"  With  all  my  heart/'  he  replied  ;  and 
accordingly  they  went  in  pursuit  of  Colo- 
nel Vane. 

*'  Is  it  possible,  gentlemen,"  said  Colo- 
nel Vane,  when  their  wishes  were  made 
known  to  him,  "  that  you  can  be  serious 
'    in  this  application  ?" 

"  Quite  serious,  sir,"  replied  Mr.  Lin- 
wood.  "The  truth  is,  w^e  are  in  great  want 
of  a  proper  person  to  oppose  to  one  of  our 
present  members  whom  we  earnestly  wish 
to  turn  out.** 

"  And  you  think  me  a  proper  person  ?" 

"  Certainly, — a  gallant  officer,  a  well- 
known  and  popular  character,  and  a  man 
of  independent  fortune." 

"  Mr.  Alton,  our  present  member,  does 
the  business  of  our  city  very  ill,  and — ^* 

B  2  "  Excuse 
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"  Excuse  my  interrupting  you,  sir, — 
but  surely  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 
business  of  your  city  done  ?'//,  than  not 
done  at  all ;  and  a  man  in  my  profession  is 
liable  to  be  sent  abroad,  and  to  be  unable 
to  do  any  of  his  parliamentary  business." 

"  Very  just,"  returned  Mr.  Linwood, 
"  but  we  want  to  get  Mr.  Alton  out  at  all 
events;  his  political  principles  are  ob- 
noxious to  us,  and '* 

"  So  then,  sir,  it  is  not  his  neglect  of 
business,  but  his  politics  that  have  made 
you  his  enemy :  you  have  quitted  your 
original  ground,  sir, — and  pray,  what  do 
you  know  of  mi/  politics  ?  I  can  assure 
you  that  not  even  the  certainty  of  displeas- 
ing my  constituents  for  ever  would  induce 
me  to  give  a  vote,  or  utter  a  sentiment, 
contrary  to  my  conscience." 

*'  No  doubt,  sir,  no  doubt, — a  per- 
fectly honest  man,  I  dare  say,  and  we  ask 
nothing  more/* 

"But 
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"  But  It  seems,  sir,  that  your  present 
member  Mr.  Alton  is  equally  honest,  as 
he  has  ventured  to  put  forth  and  act  oa 
opinions  hostile  to  yours." 

Mr.  Linwood,  who,  like  most  violent 
politicians,  was  as  much  actuated  by  his 
personal  dislikes  as  his  political  princi- 
ples in  his  exertions  on  such  occasions, 
was  not  quite  ready  with  an  answer  to 
this  observation  from  the  Colonel,  when 
two  shopkeepers,  near  whose  doors  they 
were  standing,  came  out,  and,  addressing 
Mr.  Linwood,  begged  to  know  if  an  op- 
position was  expected. 

"  Certainly,  certainly,"  replied  Mr.. 
Linwood,  "  there  will  be  an  opposition, 
and  we  hope  to  prevail  on  this  gentleman 
to  stand.  But  don't  let  us  stay  here,— 
let  us  just  walk  niro  Mr.  Dodd's  shop,  as 
I  see  some  voters  sitting  in  it ;"  and  Colo- 
nel Vane  had  the  complaisance  to  follow 
him.     Mr,  Linwood  immediately  began  a 

long; 
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long  panegyric  on  the  virtues  of  Colonel 
Vane,  in  which  he  was  seconded  by  Sir 
James;  and  when  he  had  ended,  he  begged 
the  Colonel  would  say  a  few  words  for 
himself. 

"  You  have  said  so  many,*'  replied  he, 
"  and  of  such  a  nature,  that  my  modesty 
is  so  overcome,  I  am  of  necessity  silent ; 
but  I  suppose  you  wish  to  have  a  speci- 
men bf  my  canvassing  powers:  there- 
fore I  shall  say,  Gentlemen,  if  I  stand  can- 
didate for  this  ancient  and  honourable 
city,  I  hope  you  will  give  me  your  votes." 

The  persons  to  whom,  he  spoke  one  and 
all  assured  him  that  their  votes  were  al- 
ready promised  to  the  old  members  in 
case  of  an  opposition  ;  and  Colonel  Vane 
bowed,  and  was  retiring :  but  Mr.  Lin- 
wood,  catching  his  arm  to  detain  him, 
began  to  expostulate,  and  was  requesting 
them  to  "  think  better  of  it,"  when  Colo- 
nel Vane  rather  indignantly   exclaimed, 

"  Sir, 
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"  Sir,  did  not  you  hear  the  gentlemen 
say  that  they  had  promised  their  votes  al- 
ready?" 

"  Yes,  sir,  yes  ;  but  promises  and  pie- 
crust, as  the  saying  is,  are  made  to  be 
broken,  you  know  ;  and  I  dare  say  your 
eloquence  would  prevail  on  them  to  break 
theirs. — Do  try/' 

"  Never,  sir,  never.  What!  make  a 
proposal  to  others  which  I  should  resent 
as  a  personal  insult  if  made  to  myself?" 

Mr.  Linwood  looked  angry  and  discon- 
certed,— and  Sir  James  saying,  "  I  see  you 
are  untractable,  and  will  make  a  wretched 
canvasser^"  quitted  the  spot ;  while  one 
of  the  voters  addressed  Colonel  Vane 
with  "  God  bless  you,  sir,— -I  see  you  are 
quite  a  gentleman,  and  I  am  sorry  I  can- 
not vote  for  you." 

Colonel  Vane  replied  by  a  very  grace- 
ful bow,  and  followed  Sir  James,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Linwood. 

*'  I  hope. 
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"  I  hope,  sir,  you  are  now  convinced 
that  I  am  more  likely  to  mar  than  further 
your  wishes? "  said  Colonel  Vane  smiling  ; 
on  which  Kr.  Linwood,  coldly  saying  he 
must  certainly  seek  a  candidate  elsewhere, 
bowed  and  took  his  leave,  no  longer  pre- 
judiced in  favour  of.  this  "  popular  and 
well  known  character/' 

But  different  was  the  effect  which  the 
dialogue,  such  as  it  was,  had  had  on  a 
very  attentive  though  unseen  listener. 
The  mistress  of  the  house  into  which  the 
Colonel  and  his  companions  had  entered, 
had  been  lady's  maid  to  a  young  and 
beautiful  orphan  heiress,  who  resided  near 
the  town ;  and  this  lady  having  called  to 
inquire  concerning  tlve  sick  child  of  her 
quondam  servaiu,  had  seated  herself  in 
the  parlour  behind  the  shop,and  \>as  kindly 
endeavouring,  in  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  mother,  to  get  the  infant  to  sleep 
on  her  lap,  when  the  gentlemen  entered 

and 
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and  began  their  canvass.  The  door  was 
open,  and  she  was  placed  behind  it ;  but 
though  unseen  herself,  she  had  a  full  view 
of  Colonel  Vane,  who  was  well  known  to 
her  by  reputation  ;  and  she  not  only  heard 
his  name  announced,  but  every  v/ord  that 
he  uttered, — words  which  derived  new 
power  from  an  expression  of  countenance 
finer  in  her  eyes  than  any  that  she  had  yet 
beheld :  "  And  this  is  the  man,"  thought 
Miss  Mordaunt,  "  whom  I  have  so  long 
wished  to  see!  this  the  gallant  soldier, 
the  humane  commander,  the  pious  son,, 
the  generous  brother,  so  often  the  theme 
of  praise  amongst  those  whose  praise  is 
honour !"  and  she  sat  lost  in  reverie,  after 
the  object  of  it  had  vanished  from  her 
sight ;  when  the  mistress  of  the  house  en- 
tered the  room,  roused  her  to  recollec- 
tion, and,  taking  from  her  her  sleeping 
charge,  left  her  at  liberty  to  depart.  She 
was  taking  her  leave,  when  she  saw  Colo- 
B  5  nel 
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nel  Vane  and  Sir  James  slowly  walk  past 
"the  door,  which  was  on  the  fashionable 
parade  for  gentlemen,  and  she  knew  that, 
if  they '  returned  again,  she  must  meet 
them  on  her  w^ay  to  a  house  where  she 
had  left  the  lady  who  lived  with  her  as  a 
companion.  Immediately  a  feeling  of 
flutter  and  bashfulness  came  over  the 
usually  unembarrassed  Ella;  and  doubting 
the  propriety  of  being  seen  alone  on  a 
sort  of  public  walk,  though  it  could  be 
only  for  a  moment^  she  almost  resolved 
to  watch  her  opportunity,  and  steal  out 
when  the  Colonel  and  Sir  James  were 
gone  by.  But  other  feelings  prevented 
this;  and  pulling  her  veil  in  full  folds 
about  her  face,  she  sallied  forth,  casting 
a  timid  look  of  inquiry  round. 

The  gentlemen  in  question  were  at  a 
little  distance  from  her,  but  stopping  to 
speak  to  Mr.  Linwood,  who  had  again 
joined  them ;  and  as  Ella  drew  near,  she 

saw 
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saw  that  Colonel  Vane  was  earnestly 
looking  at  her,  and  could  not  doubt  but 
that  the  whisper  he  was  addressing  to 
Sir  James  Morritt  was  an  inquiry  who 
she  was.  In  an  instant  her  usual  bloom 
was  several  shades  deeper  than  before, 
her  motion  became  embarrassed,  and  she 
made  a  pas^^ing  curtsy  to  the  Baronet, 
without  that  easy  grace  which  usually 
distinguished  her. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  Ella  that  Sir 
James  and  Mr.  Lin  wood  were  at  that 
moment  the  companions  of  Colonel  Vane; 
as  Mr.  Liiiwood  disliked  her  because 
she  had  always  repressed  the  advances  of 
his  pert  and  forward  sons,  and  Sir  James 
was  one  of  her  rejected  admirers.  It  was 
not  likely  therefore  that  Colonel  Vane 
would  hear  her  named  with  much  praise; 
and  such  were  the  thoughtless  gaiety  and 
indiscretion  of  our  orphan,  that  much 
might  be  said  against  her  by  those  whose 

comments 
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comments  are  not  apt  to  be  softened  by 
indulgence  and  candour. 

Ella  was  right.  Colonel  Vane  did 
whisper  to  the  Baronet,  "  Who  is  that 
very  fine  young  woman  ?'*  just  as  she 
passed  and  curtsied  to  him. 

"You  know,  don't  you,  Baronet?" 
said  the  familiar  Mr.  Linwood,  winking 
his  eye  at  the  Colonel,  '*  nobody  better." 

"  Certainly,  sir,"  replied  Sir  James, 
not  pleased  at  the  hint,  "  it  is  Miss  Mor- 
daunt  of  Bower  Wood.'' 

"  That !  is  that  Miss  Mordaunt  ?  I 
have  heard  much  of  her,"  observed  the 
Colonel  eagerly. 

"  And  if  you  have  heard  the  truth, 
you  have  not  heard  much  good  of  her," 
said  Mr.  Linwood. 

"  What  do  you  mean,  sir?"  asked 
Colonel  Vane.  "  It  is  impossible  that 
Miss  Mordaunt's  reputation  can  be  other- 
wise than  unbkmished." 

"No: 
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"  No :  to  be  sure,"  said  Sir  James, 
"  all  that  can  be  said  against  her  is,  that 
she  is  the  greatest  coquette  in  Ciiristen- 
dom/' 

"And  is  that  really  the  case?"  d(:^manded 
Colonel  Vane  with  an  air  of  mortihcation. 

"  To  be  sure  it  is,"  replied  Mr.  Lin^ 
wood,  "  as  that  good  gentleman  and  a 
hundred  others  can  testify.  1  do  verily 
believe  that  she  Vvould  be  delighted 
to  hear  that  her  charms  had  driven  two 
rival  lovers  to  slugs  in  a  saw-pit,  and 
who  can  say  to  v/hat  harm  coquetry  may 
not  lead  !  Now  this  I  call  hearing  na 
good  of  a  woman,  if  you  heard  the 
truth." 

"  I  am  very  much  of  your  opinion  on 
this  subject,  sir,"  replied  the  Colonel. 

"  Besides,  she  is  a  terrible  dasher, 
and  draws  caricatures,  and  writes  satirical 
verses ;  and  not  contented  with  display- 
ing her  fine  person  at  an  assembly  in  a 

country 
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country  dance,  she  can't  be  contented 
without  showing  off  in  a  reel  of  three.  To 
be  sure  she  is  a  beautiful  creature,  both 
face  and  figure  ;  as  to  her  bloom,  that — 
you  understand  me.     Heh  !  Colonel.'* 

"  Has  she  recourse  to  art  already?" 
replied  Colonel  Vane.  *'  In  how  different 
a  light  has  she  been  represented  to  me !" 
At  this  moment  the  object  of  these  cen- 
sures again  appeared  in  sight,  and,  being 
now  leaning  on  the  arm  of  a  companion, 
had  lost  much  of  the  conscious  awkward- 
ness she  had  before  exhibited,  and  walk- 
ed with  her  usual  dignity  and  ease. 

*'  It  is  a  very  fine  day,  ladies,*'  said 
Sir  James,  bowing  coldly. — "Unusually 
So  for  the  time  of  year,"  replied  Ella, 
blushing  deeply,  as  she  observed  the 
earnest  look  of  inquiry  with  which  Co- 
lonel Vane  beheld  her.  The  eye  averted 
with  feminine  modesty,  the  cheek  suf- 
fused  with  sudden  crimson,  and  the  tone 

cf 
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of  voice  sweet  as  '  the  shepherd's  pipe 
upon  the  mountains,'  had  their  full  ef- 
fect upon  Colonel  Vane,  and  ahnost  led 
him  to  doubt  the  truth  of  what  his  com- 
panions  had  asserted.  At  this  moment 
the  wind  blew  off  Ella's  veil,  and  her 
whole  face  was  disclosed  to  him  in  all 
its  glowing  beauty. 

"  There  is  something  most  uncom-^ 
monly  charming  in  her  appearance,"- 
said  Colonel  Vane  when  Sir  James  re- 
joined him. 

"  There  is  indeed,'*  said  Sir  James : 
"  so  take  care  of  your  heart.  Vane,  and 
be  warned  by  my  fate ;  for  /  was  charm- 
ed, like  many  others  ;  and  presuming  on 
such  encouragement  as  no  man  could 
mistake,  I  offered,  and  was  rejected; 
though  every  one  told  me,  it  was  plain 
that  she  had  refused  other  men  on  my 
account.'* 

"  I  will  bear  witness/'  cried  Mr.  Lin- 
wood, 


16       APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER. 

wood,  "  CO  her  paying  you.  Sir  James, 
such  attention  as  a  man  couid  not  look  ofF, 
indeed." 

"  Dreadful ! "  exclaimed  the  Colonel : 
*'  so  young,  so  beautiful,  and  so  unprin- 
cipled!" 

"  Yet/'  observed  Sir  James,  "  I  will 
bet  a  wager,  that  when  you  know  her, 
such  are  her  powers  of  fascination,  you 
will  be  her  captive  yourself,  and  learn  to 
consider  us  as  vile  calumniators." 

*' Impossible,  sir!"  gravely  returned 
the  Colonel,  ''for  I  will  not  know  Miss 
Mordaunt ;  1  will  not  expose  myself  to 
the  danger  and  the  misery  of  having  my 
senses  charmed  by  a  woman  whom  my 
moral  feelings  and  my  judgement  must 
reject  with  contempt  and  aversion."  So 
saying,  he  wished  them  good  morning 
and  left  them. 

"  Yd  bet  a  good  round  sum  that  she 
catches  him  for  all  that,"  said  Mr.  Lin^ 

wood. 
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v/ood,  "  and  I  vow  I  should  like  to  see 
it.  Your  friend  is  a  sad  preaching  fellow. 
Sir  JameSj  with  his  conscience,  and  his 
moral  feelings.  But,  good  bye — I  have 
heard,  I  hope,  of  a  candidate ;  and  I  must 
nail  him  if  I  can  :  and  do  you  go  and  tell 
our  friends  that  I  have  some  one  in  my 
eye."  On  which  they  separated,  while  the 
Colonel  and  Ella  proceeded  to  their  re- 
•spective  homes ;  each,  though  with  very 
different  feelings,  dwelling  on  the  image 
and  the  qualities  of  the  o  her. 

Colonel  Vane  at  a  v-^y  early  age  had 
been  adopted  by  his  uncle.  General 
Vane ;  and  as  his  parents  had  a  daughter 
only  one  year  younger  than  their  son, 
they  were  soon  reconciled  to  a  separation, 
which  was  so  likely  to  be  conducive  to 
the  welfare  of  their  child  ;  for  they  had 
no  fortune  themselves,  and  that  of  the 
general  was  considerable.  By  Mrs  Vane, 
indeed,  the  loss  of  her.  son's  society  was 

much 
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much  less  felt  than  by  his  father ;  for  she 
adored  her  husband,  and  loved  him  with 
such  an  exclusive  and  devoted  affection, 
that  provided  he  was  with  her,  every  wish 
of  her  heart  was  gratified,  and  almost  every 
other  object  in  life  v'anished  from  her 
consideration.  She  loved  him  as  the 
truly  pious  wish  to  love  their  Creator ; 
but;,  not  so  enviable  as  the  latter,  the  ob- 
ject of  her  devotion  was  a  mortal  and 
perishable  being,  and  the  result  of  her 
aifection  was  not  the  hope  of  future 
good,  but  the  certainty  of  present  misery. 
When  Edmond  Vane  was  fifteen,  his 
father,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  General 
Vane  then  in  decaying  health,  was 
drowned  in  saving  the  life  of  his  son,  who 
had  been  upset  in  the  middle  of  a  wide 
and  rapid  river  with  bags  of  shot  in  his 
pockets,  which  weighed  him  down  as  soon 
as  he  endeavoured  to  swim.  The  un- 
happy parent  upheld  his  son  till  his  safety 

•was 


APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER.       19 

was  secured  by  a  rope  thrown  to  him  by 
a  spectator  on  the  shore  :  but,  exhausted 
by  his  efforts,  he  sunk  himself,  never  to 
rise  again,  before  he  could  receive  similar 
aid.  The  grief  of  Edmond  Vane,  though 
as  violent  and  as  lasting  as  his  father's 
death  and  the  mode  of  it  could  render 
it,  was  slight  in  comparison  of  the  deep 
despair  of  the  unhappy  widow :  while  in 
the  paroxysm  of  her  agonies,  she  could 
scarcely  be  prevented  from  vowing  never 
to  behold  the  child  who  had  been,  though 
innocently,  the  cause  of  his  father's  death. 
Nor  were  these  feelings  combated  by  the 
usual  power  of  parental  affection ;  because, 
as  her  son  had  never  lived  with  her,  her 
maternal  tenderness  towards  him  had  ne- 
ver been  properly  called  forth ;  he  had 
therefore  purchased  his  expected  and  soon 
inherited  fortune  by  the  loss  of  something 
as  he  himself  thought  more  valuable — 
namely,  a  mother's  love.     General  Vane 

did 
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did  not  long  survive  his  brother,  and  he 
left  a  very  handsome  property  to  Edmond 
Vane,  desiring  in  his  "will  that  he  should 
take  possession  of  it  at  eighteen,  provided 
•that  he  immediately  entered  the  army,  and 
followed  the  profession  of  a  soldier. 

The  first  act  of  Edmond  Vane's  majo- 
rity was  to  divide  his  income  with  his 
mother,  whose  circumstances  were  exces- 
sively narrow,  and  to  settle  an  indepen- 
dent fortune  on  his  sister.  But  even  this 
act  of  filial  piety  could  not  soften  his  mo- 
ther's heart  in  his  favour  sufnciently  to 
induce  her  to  see  him.  "  I  honour,  I  ad- 
mire, I  bless,  and  I  pray  for  him,'*  she 
said,  "  but  1  cannot  see,  I  cannot  live  with 
him."  He  however  saw  his  sister  occa- 
sionally, and  not  long  after  he  followed  her 
to  her  grave,  cut  off  in  the  bloom  of  seven- 
teen by  a  sudden  affection  of  the  lungs.  His 
mother  bore  this  new  calamity  far  better 
than  he  did.  Absorbed  still  in  one  over- 
whelming 
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whelming  grief,  her  heart  was  not  alive  to 
a  second, — nor  yet  could  the  loss  of  her 
daughter  reconcile  her  to  the  idea  of  see- 
ing her  son.  About  this  time  one  of  her 
own  relations  died,  and  left  her  a  large 
personal  property ;  and  perhaps  she  was 
gratified  with  being  no  longer  forced  to 
owe  pecuniary  obligations  to  that  child 
whose  filial  love  she  could  not  adequately 
return.  She  was  however  at  last  pre- 
vailed upon  to  see  him ;  and  before  he 
went  abroad  to  fight  the,  battles  of  his 
country  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  ob- 
taining his  mother's  blessing,  and  being 
clasped,  however  unwillingly,  in  her  ma- 
ternal embrace. 

When  Colonel  Vane  returned  from 
abroad,  he  was  permitted  to  see  her  again  ; 
but  his  presence  continued  to  remind  her 
so  forcibly  of  the  misfortune  which  he 
had  been  the  innocent  means  of  bringing 
upon  her,  that  he  felt  conscious  she  rather 

endured 
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endured  than  liked  his  society ;  and  there- 
fore fih'al  piety  made  him  at  length  forgo 
the  indulgence  which  filial  affection  co- 
veted. This  disappointment  to  his  feel- 
ings, and  another  of  a  more  painful  na- 
ture, had  given  a  pernicious  shade  to  his 
character ;  and,  by  injuring  his  own  capa- 
bility of  permanent  happiness^  had  weak- 
ened if  not  destroyed  his  power  to  form 
the  happiness  of  another.  When  his 
uncle,  his  father,  and  his  sister  died,  and 
his  mother  refused  to  admit  him  to  her 
presence,  Edmond  Vane  found  himself  in 
the  most  painful  of  all  situations  to  an  af- 
fectionate heart :  for  he  had  no  object  to 
love,  no  one  to  live  for, — and  he  pined 
in  the  bloom  of  existence  for  some  one 
to  whom  he  could  turn  with  the  yearnings 
of  interest  and  tenderness.  At  this  mo- 
ment, and  while  his  mind  became  sad- 
dened and  distrustful  from  the  conscious- 
ness that,  less  fortunate  than  his  fellow- 
creatures. 
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creatures,  maternal  tenderness  to  him, 
and  him  alone,  was  a  name,  he  was  thrown 
by  accident  into  the  society  of  a  very  art- 
ful and  beautiful  woman  several  years 
older  than  himself.  To  this  well  prac- 
tised coquette  he  became  immediately  an 
object  for  her  power  to  be  exercised  upon, 
and  she  began  to  spread  her  toils  with 
as  much  eagerness,  though  less  ability 
than  usual  -,  for  it  required  little  art  to 
fascinate  an  inexperienced  youth,  to  whom 
the  accents  of  affectionate  regard  from  the 
soft  voice  of  woman  were  irresistible,  be- 
cause hitherto  unexperienced  ;  and  while 
her  beauty  dazzled  his  senses,  and  her 
attentions  flattered  his  vanity,  the  almost 
caressing  familiarity  of  her  manner  grati- 
fied his  feelings,  and  excited  his  grateful 
aff'ection.  He  fancied,  and  he  called  his 
feelings  love: — ^but  he  was  mistaken. — 
The  lady  herself  fancied  them  so  too. — 
However,  having  gained  the  prize,  and 

heard 


24     appearancl;  is  against  he?.. 

heard  the  declaration  of  his  fondness,  she 
rejected  it  as  not  worth  keeping,  as  her 
ambition  looked  to  a  much  higher  con- 
nection ;  and  while  the  unhappy  Edmond 
was  enduring  all  the  agonies  of  disap- 
pointed passion,  she  accepted  the  hand 
of  an  old  and  decrepid  nobleman,  and  the 
unprincipled  coquette  naturally  enough 
became  the  adulterous  wife. 

It  was  unlikely  that  a  trial  of  this  na- 
ture, and  the  contemplation  of  a  character 
such  as  Lady  L/s,  should  tend  to  retard 
the  influence  of  that  jealousy,  suspicion, 
or  distrust,  which  were  beginning  to  steal 
over  the  wouf»ded  m.ind  of  Edmond  Vane, 
and  to  poison  his  enjoyment  of  female  so- 
ciety by  weakening  his  confidence  in  wo- 
man. But  though  he  closed  his  heart 
rigidly  against  the  attractions  of  the  sex, 
he  longed  earnestly,  at  the  same  time,  to 
surrender  that  heart  whenever  his  caution 
and  his  judgeme»t  should  sanction  the 

wishes 
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wishes  of  his  affections.  Meanwhile,  too 
well -principled  to  seduce  an  innocent 
woman,  too  moral  and  too  refined  to  as- 
sociate with  a  depraved  one,  he  remained 
a  single  and  unattached  individual,  vainly 
endeavouring  to  find  out  a  woman  whose 
manners  should  be  such  as  to  satisfy  his 
almost  diseased  nicety  of  feeling.  Such 
was  the  state  of  his  mind  when  he  first 

came  to  W ,  and  saw  Ella  Mordaunt, 

of  whom  he  had  heard  so  exalted  a  cha- 
racter, that  he  almost  believed  she  would 
prove  the  being  whom  he  had  so  long 
sought,  till  he  reflected  that  he  had  heard 
her  praises  chiefly  from  a  woman  whose 
tnanners,  were  she  his  wife,  would  make 
him  frantic  with  jealousy,  and  from  a  man 
who  was  going  to  marry  this  woman  with 
all  the  joyful  certainty  of  confiding  affec- 
tion, 

"No,  no,"  said  Edmond  Vane  to  him- 
self, "  Clinton's  opinion  of  women  and 

VOL.  II,  c  mine 
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mine  are  too  opposite,  for  me  to  trust  to 
him  implicitly;*'  and  no  sooner  was  he 
arrired  on  a  visit  to  this  very  Clinton, 
than  the  character  given  of  Ella  by  Sir 
James  and  Mr.  Linwood  sufficiently  proved 
that  his  distrust  was  well  founded. 

Ella  Mordaunt  was  indeed  of  all  wo- 
men the  worst  calculated,  in  the  then 
existing  style  of  her  manners,  to  be  the 
chosen  mistress  and  the  wife  of  a  jealous 
and  suspicious  man.  She  had  lost  her 
parents  at  an  early  age;  but  their  loss  had 
been  well  supplied  to  her  by  the  watchful 
care  and  judicious  tenderness  of  an  aunt, 
who,  having  met  with  a  disappointment 
in  love,  had  resolved  never  to  marry,  and 
had  devoted  herself  to  the  education  of  her 
young  and  interesting  charge.  Humble 
herself  from  piety,  and  benevolent  from 
nature,  the  instructress  of  Ella  Mordaunt 
laboured  so  incessantly  to  make  her  pupil 
a  stranger  to  the  pride  and  self-importance 

commonly 
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commonly  instilled  into  heiresses,  that 
she  impelled  her  into  a  contrary  extreme; 
and  the  heiress  of  Bovver  Wood,  fine-tem- 
pered and  benevolent  as  her  preceptress 
herself,  became  only  too  affable  and  too 
easy  of  access ;  and  her  wish  to  please, 
and  make  all  persons  satisfied  with  them- 
selves, was  so  general'and  so  active,  that 
her  manner  was  too  indiscriminatingly 
kind  to  gratify  the  pride  of  the  consciously 
deserving,  and  resembled  more  that  self- 
interested  and  universal  civility  requisite 
in  the  candidate  at  an  election,  than  the 
unenforced  urbanity  of  an  independent 
gentlewoman.  It  was  this  manner,  whose 
fascinations  were  exercised  upon  and 
equally  felt  by  persons  of  all  ranks  and 
ages,  which,  as  Ella  grew  up  and  was 
introduced  into  the  world,  not  only 
gained  her  the  reputation  of  a  determined 
coquette,  but,  as  she  felt  the  universal 
influence  which  it  gave,  excited  in  he^ 
c  2  that 
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that  very  spirit  of  coquetry  of  which  she 
was  at  first  innocent, — while  her  alarmed 
and  astonished  monitress  could  almost 
have  exclaimed  with  Albini  in  Count  Ba- 
sil: 

* Every  blessing  with  thee  go, 

My  most  tormentirg  and  most  pleasuig  charge  1 
Like  vapour  from  the  mountain  stream  ait  thou, 
Which  lightly  rises  on  the  morning  air, 
And  shifts  its  fleeting  form  v/ith  every  breeze, 
For  e\'er  varying,  and  for  ever  graceful, 
Endearing,  generous,  bountiful,  and  kind  ; 
Vain,  fanciful, 'and  fond  of  worthless  praise  ; 

([Courteous  and  gentle " 

*'  But  such  a  witching  mien  thy  follies  show, 

They  make  a  very  idiot  of  reproof, 

And  smile  it  to  disgrace.      What  shall  I  do  with 

thee?" 

But  the  solicitudes'  and  the  pride  of  af- 
fection were  destined  soon  to  close  for 
this  most  excellent  woman.  Early  decay, 
the  consequence  of  early  and  concealed 
uneasiness,  surely  though  slowly  under- 
mined her  existence  5  and  Ella  once  more, 

and 
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and  more  consciously  than  before,  an  or^ 
phan,  was  doomed  to  follow  her  only  dear 
relation,  her  more  than  mother,  to  aa 
untimely  grave.  The  place  in  her  family 
was  indeed  soon  filled  up  by  another  re- 
lation ;  but  not  so  the  place  iii  her  heart, 
—that  place  which  positive  qaaiities  of  a 
most  distinguished  nature  had  given  her 
lost  reladve  a  right  to  possess  exclusively. 
Her  successor  had  no  positive  qualities. 
She  was  not  ill-natured,  not  unpleasant, 
not  uncultivated, — and  if  not  an  agreeable, 
no  one  could  say  she  was  not  a  respectable 
superintendant  of  the  family,  and  chape- 
rone  to  the  niistress  of  Bower  Wood. 

The  day  after  Ella  Mordaunt  had  seen 
Colonel  Vane  there  was  to  be  a  public 

assembly  at  W ;  and  little  knowing 

the  true  character  of  the  man  whom  she 
was  eager  to  know  and  anxious  to  please, 
she  began  the  business  of  her  toilette  with 
nmch  more  interest  than  usual,  because 

she 
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she  hoped  to  shine  before  that  being, 
whose  approbation  would,  she  knew,  ex- 
alt her  in  her  own  opinion.  Hitherto  she 
had  only  felt  a  vague  wish  to  charm  ge- 
nerally, but  never  particularly, — nor  had 
she  ever  given  Sir  James,  or  any  one, 
such  encouragement  as  warranted  their 
accusing  her  of  dishonourable  conduct. 
But  he,  like  others,  had  been  the  dupe  of 
his  own  vanity  ;  and  pique  had  led  him, 
while  speaking  of  her,  to  exaggerate  her 
advances  and  apparent  approbation,  in 
order  to  heal  some  of  the  wounds  which 
his  self-love  had  received. 

"  I  think  Clinton  will  present  him  to 
me,"  said  Ella  to  herself,  "  and  perhaps 
he  will  ask  me  to  dance, — and  yet  I 
would  rather  he  should  not  dance,  even 
with  we;  I  would  rather  he  should  sit 
out  snd  talk.  I  should  not  like  to  see  so 
respectable  a  man  dance,'* 

Colonel  Vane  in  the  mean  while  was 

pjeparing 


APPEARANCE   IS  AGAINST   HER.      31 

preparing  for  the  ball,  but  without  either 
of  the  intentions  which  Ella  imputed  to 
him.  He  was  resolved  not  only  not  to 
dance  with  her,  but  not  even  to  be  pre- 
sented to  her ;  and  while  he  recalled  with 
admiration  the  beauty  of  her  hce  and  fi- 
gure, and  the  touching  tone  of  her  voice, 
he  felt  absolutely  angry  with  her  for  not 
being  in  mind  as  admirable  as  she  was  in 
person.  "  But  does  it  signify  to  me/'  said 
he  to  himself,  "  what  her  conduct  or  cha- 
racter are  ?  To  me  they  must  be  a  matter 
of  indifference  :'*  while  this  boast  of  indif- 
ference was  a  proof  of  the  contrary,  and 
proved  that  Clinton's  and  his  Anna's  fre- 
quent commendations  of  Ella  had  not  been 
without  effect. 

At  length,  the  hour  of  going  to  the 
ball  arrived,  and  Colonel  Vane  saw  El!a, 
contrary  to  his  expectations,  modestly  and 
si.ijpl)  attired,  enter  the  room  leaning  on 
her  relation's  arm.     Ella,  though  she  did 

not. 


not  positively  look  at  Colonel  Vane,  per- 
ceived that  he  was  near  her,  and  was  quite 
provoked  at  feeling  that  she  was  fluttered 
at  the  consciousness.  "  For  what  is  he 
to  me  ?'*  said  she  internally  ;  and  rallying 
her  self-command,  she  advanced  most  gra- 
ciously to  meet  a  gentleman  of  her  ac- 
quaintance, giving  him  both  her  hands  with 
condescending  courtesy,  and  receiving  his 
bows  and  smiles  with  animated  pleasure. 

"  There?,'"  thought  Colonel  Vane, 
"  she  is  coquetting  already  :  what  man 
would  not  be  flattered  and  led  on  by  such 
encouragement  ?  No  :  I  see  Mr.  Linwood 
was  right,  and  Clinton  is  a  blind  and 
weak  idolater." 

Had  he  waited  longer  on  that  spot,  he 
would  have  seen  Eila  receive  as  cordially 
her  female  friends,  and  even  bestow  as 
gracious  smiles,  and  as  low  a  bow  of  the 
head  or  curtsy,  on  the  fidlers  who  were 
known  to  her  ^  so  much  more  was  her 

kindness 
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kinJness  the  resalt  of  manner,  and  of  a 
benevolent  wish  to  please,  than  an  inten-p 
tion  to  mislead  or  improperly  noiice  any 
one.  But,  fail  of  disgust,  he  walked  away 
to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  lamenting 
she  had  so  much  beauty,  because  it  would 
enable  her  to  do  so  much  mischief.  Ella, 
whose  eyes  watched  his  motions  though 
they  did  not  seem  to  do  so,  was  conscious 
of  his  removal  and  his  distance,  and  her 
animation  ceased.  Soon  after  she  saw 
Clinton  go  up  to  his  friend  and  whisper 
him ;  and  with  a  beating  heart  she  pre- 
pared for  an  introduction.  But  in  vain: 
she  saw  Clinton  apparently  expostulate 
with  Colonel  Vane,  and  at  length  turn 
away  abruptly,  as  if  indignant.  "  It  he 
should  have  refused  to  be  presented  to 
me  ! "  thought  Ella,  "  if  he  should  not 
like  my  appearance!'*  and  almost  with 
tears  in  her  eyes  she  accepted  the  offered 
hand  of  a  young  nobleman  quartered  in 
c  5  the 
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the  town,  and  joined  the  dance.  But 
the  gloom  which  had  overspread  her 
brow  began  to  disperse,  when  she  saw 
Colonel  Vane  draw  near  the  dancers  as 
soon  as  she  had  reached  the  top  of  the 
set,  and  evidently  with  a  view  to  observe 
her;  while  her  consciousness  that  he  was 
gazing  at  her  gave  a  degree  of  timidity 
to  her  manner,  which,  though  she  knew 
it  not,  was  more  likely  to  please  her  fasti- 
dious observer  than  even  the  great  excel- 
lence which  her  dancing  exhibited.  Co- 
lonel Vane  alm.ost  unconsciously  followed 
her  vt'ith  his  eyes,  even  to  the  end  of  the 
set,  and  could  not  help  saying  to  him- 
self, '*  Is  this  the  dashing  showing-ofi 
dancer  whom  Mr.  Linwood  described  ?  I 
never  saw  a  more  modest  performer  in 
my  life ;  and  her  petticoats,  instead  of  be- 
ing calculated  for  dispiay,  are  only  just 
short  enough  for  convenience !  That  bril- 
liant colour  is  not,   cannot  be  natural, — 

that 
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that  1  admit : — but  in  respect  to  her  mode 
of  dancing  he  is  quite  mistaken  ; — and 
how  beautiful  she  is !  Why  does  she  not 
trust  to  nature  ?"  While  these  thoughts 
were  passing  in  his  mind,  they  gave  a 
complacent  expression  to  his  countenance 
as  he  looked  at  Ella,  which  she,  as  she 
timidly  glanced  her  eyes  over  it.  could 
nor  fail  to  perceive ;  and  regaining  all  her 
animation,  and  those  animal  spirits  which 
so  often  led  her  to  the  very  verge  of  im- 
propriety, she  began  to  talk,  to  laugh, . 
to  flirt,  as  usual ;  and  Colonel  Vane,  re- 
gaining all  his  prejudices  against  her,  once 
more  turned  away  angry  and  disgusted  ; 
and  she  danced  down  the  second  dance 
unheeded  by  him  ;  or,  if  noticed,  she  saw 
no  longer  on  his  face  the  unconscious 
smile  of  involuntary  approbation. 

As  soon  as  the  set  was  ended,  and  Ella 
had  made  her  parting  curtsy  to  her  part- 
ner, she  went  in  search  of  her  relation, 

Mrs, 
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Mrs.  Anne  Mordaunt,  who  was  at  cards 
in  an  adjoining  room;  and  having  bor- 
rowed her  housewife,  that  lady,  Hke  all 
ladies  of  the  good  times  past,  being  pro- 
vided with  pockets,  and  all  the  convenient 
paraphernalia  of  thimble,  scissars,  &c.  she 
retired  behind  a  large  skreen,  which  was 
placed  between  the  card-tables  and  the 
door,  in  order  to  fasten  the  loops  of  her 
sandals,  which  had  come  unsown  in  the 
dance.  While  thus  employed,  the  door  of 
rhe  room  opened,  and  she  heard  Captain 
Clinton  exclaim,  "  Stop,  Vane,  stop, — 
one  word  more.  Do  not  be  obstinate, — 
let  me  present  you  to  Miss  Mordaunt." 

5'  Never,"  replied  Colonel  Vane,  "  ne* 
ver, — she  is  an  arrant  coquette, — and 
what  I  have  seen  confirms  the  character 
I  have  heard  of  her." 

"  This  is  all  prejudice,"  replied  Clin- 
ton in  a  low  voice,  "  and  if  you  knew  her, 
you  would  adore  her.'* 

"  The 


APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER.     37 

"  The  beauty  I  might ;  but,  believe 
iTie,  my  judgement  would  despise  the 
womany 

''  She  has  been  calumniated." 

"  No  : — have  I  not  eyes  ? " 

"  But  they  may  be  deceived  If  they 
look  through  the  medium  of  prejudice. 
Come,  do  let  me  present  you,  and  take 
her  by  the  hand  for  two  dances.'* 

"  What,  I !  1  take  the  hand  v/hich  has 
been  pressed  familiarly,  and  as  If  a  pres- 
sure of  the  hand  was  a  mere  matter  of 
course,  by  almost  every  man  in  the 
room  ? '' 

"  Well. — And  should  an  innocent 
woman  think  this  very  common  freedom 
a  matter  of  importance  ?" 

"  Mighty  fine! — So  then  your  motto 
is,  I  suppose,  '  With  the  pure,  all  things 
are  pure!' — Cela  pourroit  mener  bien 
loin,  mon  ami.** 

"No.     I  will  not  be  presented  to  this 

excelling. 
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excelling,  but  in  mv  eyes  unrespectable, 
beauty  ;  but  after  I  have  lookid  over  the 
card-players  a  little  while,  I  shall  go 
home."'  So  saying,  he  advanced  in 
front  of  the  skreen,  while  Ella  slipped 
round  it  unperceived  ;  and  hearing  Cap- 
tain Clinton  shut  the  door,  muttering 
*^' Confounded  obstinacy!"  as  he  did  so, 
she  gently  opened  it,  then,  scarcely  able  to 
stand,  leaned  for  support  against  the  wall 
of  the  passage  leading  from  the  card-  to 
the  ball-room.  She  had  stood  there  a 
minute  or  two,  endeavouring  to  recollect 
herself,  and  banish  from  her  mind  the 
cruelly  severe  expressions  which  she  had 
just  overheard;  when  Captain  Clinton, 
who  had  been  in  search  of  her,  returned, 
iniending  to  ask  Mrs.  Anne,  whither  Miss 
Mordaunt  had  vanished.  The  moment 
he  beheld  her,  the  deadly  paleness  of  her 
cheek  and  her  disordered  countenance 
filled  him    with    apprehension,    and    he 

eagerly 
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eagerly  asked  her  wlrat  had  happened. 
Instead  of  answering  him,  she  burst  into 
tears  j  and  a  suspicion  of  the  truth  coming 
across  his  mind,  he  was  just  going  to  in- 
terrogate her  as  closely  as  delicacy  would 
allow  him,  when  one  of  the  waiters  came 
running  to  him,  exclaiming,  "  Sir !  sir  I 
an  express  is  come  for  you,  sir !  and  you 

must  go  oiF  directly   to ; "  and 

Captain  Clinton,  saying  "  I  will  return 
instantly/'  did  not  wait  to  hear  any  more^ 
but  ran  in  search  of  the  express. 

Ella  meanwhile,  alarmed  lest  Clinton 
should  have  been  sent  for  to  the  lady  to 
whom  he  was  engaged,  who  was  her 
intimate  friend,  remained  where  she  was, 
awaiting  his  return ;  but  in  spite  of  her 
efforts,  and  the  whispers  of  apprehensive 
friendship,  her  own  wounded  delicacy, 
her  own  offended  self-respect,  were  upper- 
most  in  her  thoughts,  and  she  was  re- 
lapsing into  tears,  when  the  door  of  the 

card- 
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card-room  opened,  against  which  she 
was  unconsciously  leaning,  and  she  was 
nearly  thrown  down, — while  the  person 
who  eagerly  caught  her  to  save  her  from 
falling  proved  lo  be  Colonel  Vane  himself! 
As  soon  as  Ella  saw  to  whom  she  was 
thus  indebted,  she  sprung  from  him  with 
involuntary  indignation. 

"  Good  heaven !  I  hope  I  have  not 
hurt  you,  madam  ?"  he  exclaimed.  "  I 
was  quite  unconscious  any  one  was  lean- 
ing against  the  door.  But  vou  are  pale  ;. 
you  seem  fiiinr,  —  pi'ay,  pray,  let  me 
support  you  !*'— while  Ella,  making  one 
great  effort,  n'ied  to  reach  the  door  of 
the  ball-room  :  but  overcome  with  a 
variety  of  emotions,  her  head  grew  giddy, 
and  she  grasped  Colonel  Vane's  arm  for 
support  ;  till  one  of  the  v/aiters,  seeing 
her  situation,  brougl  t  her  a  chair  and 
some  water.  The  illness  vva>,  however, 
momentary.   Ella's  recollection  returned; 

and 
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and  angry  as  she  was  with  Colonel  Vane, 
her  resentment  was  a  little  softened  by 
the  anxious  kindness  with  which  he  hung 
over  her,  and  watched  her  returning  co- 
lour,— that  colour  which  he  now  saw  he 
had  unjustly  imagined  to  be  artificial,  and 
wiiich  confusion,  indignation,  and  strong 
emotion  were  bringing  back  in  mantling 
blushes  to  her  cheek. 

"  I  am  shocked, — I  am  ashamed, — I 
cannot  stay  here,"  cried  Ella  rising,  but 
reseating  herself,  as  her  limbs  trembled 
still.  "  Will  you  allow  me,  madam/' 
said  Colonel  Vane,  "  to  inform  the  lady  I 
saw  with  you  of  your  illness?"  while  he 
was  pleased  to  find  she  was  properly  alive 
to  the  awkwardness  of  her  situation  ;  and 
without  waiting  for  her  permission,  he 
went  in  search  of  Mrs.  Anne  IVlorcjaunt, 
who  resigning  her  cards  to  a  by-stander 
anxiously   followed    where   he   led  :  and 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Vane,  convincing  himself  that  it 
was  proper  to  leave  the  ladies  to  them- 
selves, walked  up  and  down  the  lobby 
at  too  great  a  distance  to  hear,  but  near 
enough  to  see  them.  At  length  Ella 
recovered  herself  sufficiently  to  tell  Mrs. 
Anne  that  she  w?.s  very  anxious  to  know 
.why  Captain  Clinton  did  not  return,  and 
to  whom  he  was  sent  for ;  and  as  that 
lady  was  looking  round  in  search  of  some 
one  to  send  to  inquire,  Colonel  Vane, 
thinking  she  wanted  something,  came  up 
and  offered  his  services ;  no,  when  he  heard 
what  Mrs.  Anne  required,  could  he  help 
being  a  little  uneasy  himself  at  the  absence 
of  his  friend.  The  result  of  his  immediate 
inquiries  was,  that  Captain  Clinton,  find- 
ing the  express  came  from  his  father,  v  ho 
was  supposed  to  be  dvins:,  had  instantly 
snatchfd  off  the  servant's  hat,  jumped 
upon  the  servant's  horse,  and  forgetful  of 

Ella, 
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Elia,  and  of  every  thing  but  the  situation 
of  a  beloved  parent,  had  ridden  off  as  fast 
as  he  could. 

"  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  madam," 
said  Colonel  Vane  when  he  returned, 
"  that  it  is  not  the  illness  of  your  friend 
which  has  summoned  him  away ;  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  he  is  gone  to  see  his  father,  who 
is  supposed  to  be  at  the  point  of  death." 

Ella  bowed,  but  spoke  not ;  and  Mrs. 
Anne  twaddled  about  green  old  age,  and 
being  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow. 

*'  Had  you  honoured  me  so  far,  ma- 
dam," said  Colonel  Vane,  "  as  to  tell  me 
the  cause  of  your  emotion  and  illness,  I 
could  have  removed  it  sooner." 

Ella,  too  sincere,  too  devoted  to  the 
rigid  practice  of  truth,  to  allow  him  to 
attribute  to  sensibility  on  account  of  her 
friend,  an  emotion  which  certainly  flowed 
from  a  very  different  source,  blushing 
deeply,  replied  that  her  alarm  concerning 

her 
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her  friend  had  not  been  the  cause  of  her 
illness,  though  it  might  probably  increase 
it. 

"  Nay  jiow,  my  dear,"  said  Mrs. 
Anne,  ",v/hy  deny  an  excess  of  feehng 
for  others  which  distinguibhes  yoa,  and 
does  you  so  much  honour  ? — That  is  so 
like  you  ! '' 

"  I  hope  it  is  not  like  me,"  replied 
Ella,  "  to  tell  a  falsehood. — My  illness,  or 
my  emotion  rather,  had  not,  I  assure  you, 
so  rational  a  source." 

"  Perhaps,  perhaps,  madam/'  said  Co- 
lonel Vane,  *'  I  frightened  and  hurt  you 
by  opening  the  door,  and  nearly  throwing 
you  down  ? — If  so,  I  should  not  easily 
forgive  myself.'* 

"  Indeed,  sir,"  returned  Ella,  faintly 
smiling  at  his  alarm  lest  he  had  injured  her 
person,  and  his  unconsciousness  of  the  se- 
rious injury  he  had  done  her  mind^ — *'  in- 
deecly  sir,  you  did  not  hurt,  and  scarcely 

did 
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did  you  alarm  me  ;  and  my  only  danger, 
from  your  opening  ti:e  door  so  suddenly, 
proceeded  from  my  previous  weakness.'' 

''  Well,  it  is  very  strange,  my  dear./' 
said  Mrs.  Anne,  "  that  you,  of  all  per- 
sons in  the  world,  should  be  taken  thus 
faint  and  queer  like  a  fine  lady  ! — You 
were  never  so  before." 

"  No, — and  I  hope  never  to  be  so 
again,  dear  cousin,"  replied  Ella,  trying 
to  be  gay ;  while  Colonel  Vane's  eyes 
were  fixed  upon  her  with  anxious  inquiry. 
"Shall  I  call  your  coach,  ladies?"  said 
he :  ''  surely  the  heat  of  the  room  will 
be  too  much  for  an  invalid."  But  Ella, 
pleased  perhaps  to  remain  where  she  felt 
herself  an  object  of  iiiterest,  spite  of 
his  prejudices,  to  this  severe  censor  of 
her  conduct,  declined  the  offer,  and,  de- 
claring she  was  quite  well  again,  re- 
entered the  ball-room,  leaning  on  Mrs. 
Anne   Mordaunt.     "  If  I  might  so  far 

presumes 
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presume,  madam,  as  to  offer  you  my 
arm,"  said  the  Colonel.  But  Ella  in  no 
very  flattering  tone  replied,  "  I  thank 
you,  sir,  but  I  require  no  further  assist- 
ance from  you." 

"So,  -so!"  thought  Colonel  Vane: 
*'  she  is  not  disposed,  I  see,  to  spoil  me^ 
whatever  she  may  do  other  people^  by 
her  graciousness  /" 

When  they  entered  the  room,  Ella  de- 
clined all  offers  to  dance,  and  was  soon 
seated  with  some  friends  of  both  sexes  at 
the  end  of  the  room,  who  formed  a  circle 
round  her;  and  one  of  them  being  known 
to  Colonel  Vane,  he  was  asked  to  join 
the  party.  "  I  will,"  said  he,  blushing, 
as  he  spoke,  at  his  own  versatility,  "I 
will, — if  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to 
present  me  first  to  those  ladies,"  bowing 
to  Ella  and  her  cousin,  "  for  without 
having  had  that  honour  I  have  presumed 
to  address  them.'*  And  Ella,  though  sur- 
prised 
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prised  and  gratified  beyond  measure, 
made  her  curtsy  and  received  his  bow 
with  a  degree  of  formality  which  asto- 
nished Mrs.  Anne,  who  was  already  half 
in  love  with  this  celebrated  and  charming 
man. 

At  this  moment  a  young  lady  came 
running  up  to  Ella,  to  beg  that  she  would 
indulge  her  so  far  as  to  dance  a  reel  of 
three  with  her,  as  a  large  party  had  staid 
on  purpose  to  see  it.  Ella  immediately 
replied, — "  I  was  very  unwell  just  now. 
Miss  Tyrrell,  and  have  declined  dancing 
any  more  this  evening :  but  that  is  not 
the  reason  of  my  refusing  to  comply  with 
your  request.  I  never  will  make  such  a 
public  exhibition  of  myself  again." 

"  Dear  me  !  Why,  you  did  it  at  the 
last  assembly !" 

*'  Yes  ;  but  contrary  both  to  my  incli- 
nation and  my  judgement ;  and  I  have 
never  forgiven  myself,  as  Mrs.  Anne  can 

testify. 
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testify,  for  having  had  the  weakness  to  be 
overpersuaded  to  do  what  my  ideas  of 
propriety  forbade." 

When  she  first  began  to  speak.  Colo- 
nel Vane  absolutely  started^  and  fixed  his 
eyes  on  her  face  with  gratified  surprise ; 
a-nd  when  she  had  ended,  he  could  hardly 
forbear  thanking  her  for  the  pleasure  she 
bad  given  him. 

"What  a  liar  that  Linwood  is!*' 
thought  Colonel  Vane.  The  young  lady 
was  not,  however,  as  well  satisfied  with 
Ella's  discretion  as  he  was ;  but  saying 
she  thought  Miss  Mordaunt  more  nice 
than  wise,  and  it  was  very  hard,  for  she 
could  not  dance  the  reel  without  another 
lady,  she,  with  a  saucy  toss  of  her  head, 
departed  in  search  of  a  more  obliging 
person. 

But  the  Colonel's  faith  in  Mr.  Lin- 
wood's  descriptions  was  doomed  to  be  still 
further  shaken*     Ella  was  asked  if  she 

had 
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had  lately  seen  any  of  Mr.  Such-an-one's 
caricatures. 

"  No, — I  have  not,"  she  answered ; 
"  I  have  snch  a  dislike  to  caricatures  and 
caricaturers  (I  mean  of  individual  na- 
ture), that  I  make  it  a  scruple  of  con- 
science not  to  encourage  so  vile  a  practice 
by  asking  to  see  such  productions." 

"  But  you  draw  yourself,  Miss  Mor- 
daant  ?**  eagerly  asked  the  Colonel. 

"  Very  little,  indeed  ;  I  sketch  trees  and 
flowers  from  nature,  and  views  when  tra- 
velling ;  but  the  '  human  face  divine'  is 
above  my  imitation." 

"  I  agree  with  you,"  replied  the  Colo- 
nel, "  in  hatred  to  caricatures.  I  think 
it  a  very  low  order  of  humour,  and  a  very 
high  one  of  malignity  ;  and  I  am  apt 
to  believe  that  there  is  a  littU  w^arp  in  the 
mind  that  takes  delight  in  them.  I  dis- 
like lampoons  of  the  pen  as  well  as  lam- 
poons of  the  pencil,  though  not  equally ; 

VOL.  II.  D  as 
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as-  the  former  are  chiefly  directed  against 
mental,  and  therefore  perhaps  corrigible 
imperfections;  whereas  the  latter  are  al- 
ways levelled  at  bodily  imperfections, 
^vhich  are  surely  more  objects  of  pity  than 
of  ridicule." 

"  But/'  replied  Ella,  "  though  less  in 
the  degree  of  malice,  the  lampoon  is  of 
the  same  quality  as  the  caricature,  and 
the  mind  that  could  write  the  one, 
if  it  could,  would  probably  draw  the 
other.  For  my  part,  I  cordially  dislike 
and  discourage  both,  and  so  I  do  that 
species  of  mischief  and  fun,  w  hich  is  nei- 
ther, but  partakes  of  the  malignant  nature 
of  each^ — I  mean  what  is  called  quizzing, 
or  playhig  on  persons  in  order  to  make 
them  ridiculous.  Indeed,"  said  she,  "  I 
am  very  much  of  Sir  Peter  Teazle's  opi- 
nion, that  wit  and  good  nature  are  more 
nearly  allied  than  most  persons  are  aware 
of."  . 

It 
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It  was  impossible  for  Ella  to  mistake 
the  animated  look  of  approbation  with 
which  Colonel  Vane  regarded  her,  as  she 
finished  speaking  and  ventured  to  raise 
her  eyes  to  his  ;  but  just  as  he  was  going 
to  reply,  a  lady  came  across  the  room, 
and  whispered  something  in  her  ear  ;  on 
which  Ella  took  her  arm,  and  went  to  the 
opposite  side,  where  she  seated  herself 
next  to  a  httle,  deformed,  overdressed 
young  woman,  who  seemed  an  object  of 
particular  attention  to  several  young  men 
and  women  who  surrounded  her.  Soon 
after,  Ella  gave  this  lady  her  arm,  and 
walked  up  and  down  the  room  with  her, 
and  seemed  listening  to  her  with  such 
courteous  attention,  that  (lolonel  Vane 
supposed  this  extraordinary- looking  being 
was  either  a  person  of  high  rank  and 
consequence,  or  celebrated  for  some  ex- 
traordinary mental  endowments.  At 
D  2  last. 
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hst,  he  ventured  to  ask  who  the  lady 
was,  leaning  oh  Miss  Mordaunt's  arm. 

"  Oh  !  that  is  Miss  Rawlins,"  replied 
one  of  the  ladies. 

"  And  who-is  Miss  Rawlins?*'  asked 
the  Colonel :  "  by  the  attention  she  ex- 
cites, and  even  by  the  manner  of  Miss 
Mordaunt  to  her,  I  conclude  she  is  a  per- 
son of  some  consequence." 

''  No/'  was  the  reply  :  "  it  is  because 
she  is  a  person  of  no  consequence  noju^ 
poor  thing  !  that  Miss  Mordaunt  pays  her 
such  attention.'* 

"  You  laid  an  emphasis  on  7ioiv  j  was 
she  ever  of  consequence  then  ?** 

"  O  yes ! — a  rich  heiress  like  Miss 
Mordaunt  herself  j  and  then  even  her  un- 
happy person  was  forgotten,  and  her 
dress  escaped  ridicule,  and  she  had  as 
fnany  partners  as  any  one :  but  she  lost 
all  her  money  by  the  villany  of  an  agent, 

and 
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and  with  it  the  respect  formerly  paid  her; 
and  it  is  only  lately  that  she  has  recovered 
her  spirits  sufficientfy  to  accompany  the 
relation,  on  whom  she  is  now  depen- 
dent, to  our  bails  as  usual.  But  as, 
considering  her  person,  she  is  foolishly 
fond  of  dress  and  dancing,  the  malicious, 
whom  her  liches  kept  in  awe,  presume 
on  her  poverty  to  make  a  joke  of  her; 
and  there  is  one  young  man  (by  the  bye, 
it  is  the  very  young  man  who  draws  cari« 
catures,)  who  asks  her  to  dance  in  order 
to  make  her  expose  herself.  And  I  over- 
heard that  young  lady  whisper  Miss  Mor- 
daunt  that  he  was  going  to  do  it  now** 
So,  with  her  uj;ual  benevoknce  she  went 
to  prevent  this  malevolent  pleasure,  by 
taking  the  poor  little  thing  under  her  pro- 
tection ; — and  you  see  she  has  succeeded, 
and  is  bnnging  her  hiiher.'^ 

At  this  moment  Ella,  her  countenance 
beaming  with  gratified  benignity,  returned 

to 
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10  the  party ;  and  being  willing  to  give 
her  protegee  consequence  by  presenting 
^er  to  a  character  so  c!istinp;uished  as 
Colonel  Yanej  she  introduced  them  to 
each  other  J  and  the  Colonel,  emulous  of 
Ella's  liberality,  paid  Miss  Rawlins  distin- 
guishing attention. 

"  Bless  me,  my  dear  child  V*  suddenly 
exclaimed  Mrs.  Anne  Mordaunt,  inter- 
rupting  a  pleasant  conversation,  *'  what 
did  you  do  with  my  housewife  ?  You  did 
not  give  it  to  me  again."  Alarmed  at  the 
probable  consequences  of  this  interroga- 
tory, if  folloived  up  closely,  Ella  could 
scarcely  force  herself  to  answer,  "  I — I 
left  it  in  the  card-room,  I  believe." 

''  Shall  I  fetch  it  ?"  cried  the  Colonel : 
^'  A  housewife  did  you  say  ?  pray,  \\  here- 
abouts did  you  leave  it  ?" 

"  Oh  !  I  dare  say,  my  dear,  you  left  it 
behind  the  skreen,"  replied  Mrs.  Anne  ; 
"  I  saw  you  go  behind   it    to  sew  the 

broken 
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broken  loops  of  your  sandals ;  and  as  yon 
were  taken  ill  there,  and  went  into  th^j 
passage  for  air,  you  naturally  enough  for^ 
got  the  thread-case  I  had  lent  to  you.'* 

"  The  skreen !  whatskreen?"  cried 
Colonel  Vane,  a  suspicion  of  the  cause  of 
Ella's  distress  shooting  instantly  across  his 
mind ;  when,  looking  at  Ella,  her  pale 
cheek  and  evident  agitation  confirmed  all 
that  he  suspected  ;  and  equally  shocked 
and  embarrassed,  but  far  more  distressed 
than  she  was,  he  said,  "  1  will  go  seek 
for  the  thread- case,"  and  left  the  room, 

**  Well,  I  protest  you  are  going  to  be 
ill  again,"  cried  the  affectionate  Mrs. 
Anne ;  but  roused  by  this  observation, 
Ella  called  up  every  feeling  of  virtuous 
pride  and  conscious  innocence  of  inten- 
tion at  least,  and  prepared  herself  to  meet 
Colonel  Vane,  when  he  returned,  with 
such  calmness,  as  should  prove  that  she 
felt  it  was  for  him  to  feel  abashed  in  her 

presence 
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presence  from  the  discovery  that  she  had 
heard  his  severe  censures  on  her  conduct, 
—censures  which  a  very  short  acquaint- 
ance with  her  had  evidently  done  much 
towards  removing  ;'  and  she  remembered 
with  great  satisfaction,  that  he  had  desired 
to  be  presented  to  her  before  he  had  su- 
spected that  she  had  overheard  him  for- 
swear acquaiirtance  with  her  for  ever. 

Colonel  Vane  was  some  time  before  he 
returned.  As  soon  as  he  entered  the 
card-room,  and  saw  the  skreen,  he  con- 
ceived how  Ella  might  be  totally  hidden 
from  his  view,  and  yet  overhear  all  his 
conversation ;  and  when  he  went  behind 
the  skreen  himself,  and  saw  the  housewife 
evidently  thrown  down  in  haste,  for  every 
thing  belonging  to  it  was  scattered  on  the 
ground,  he  discovered,  with  a  pang  very 
like  remorse,  the  evident  perturbation  and 
agony  ^he  must  have  endured,  while,  as 
he  came  in  front  of  the  skreen,  she  had 

stolen 
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Stolen  out  on  the  other  side,  and  hastened 
into  the  passage.  But  why  should  Ella 
be  thus  affected  ?  Had  a  coquette^  then, 
so  much  real  feeling,  and  such  delicacy 
on  the  score  of  reputation  ?  Was  it 
wounded  vanity  alone,  or  a  belter  feeling", 
that  stole  the  colour  from  her  cheeky  and 
drowned  her  eyes  in  tears  ?  Was  his 
good  opinion  of  more  consequence  to  her 
than  that  of  others  ?  But  it  was  remotely, 
and  undefinediy  even  to  himself,  that  this 
idea  flitted  across  his  mind ;  for  must  not 
such  a  thought  be  the  result  of  the  most 
ill-founded  and  contemptible  conceit  ?  Yet 
v/hy  not  attribute  this  sensibility  to  cen- 
sure, to  the  virtuous  horror  natural  to  a 
young  and  innocent  mind,  in  learnings 
perhaps  for  the  first  time,  that  the 
thoughtless  gaiety  and  artless  warmth  of 
her  manner  had  exposed  her  to  imputa- 
tions at  which  her  soul  revolted  ?  And 
had  he  not  that  evening  witnessed  proofs 
D  5  cf 
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of  the  rectitude  of  her  feelings^  and  the 
benevolence  of  her  sentiments,  which  tal- 
lied with  this  construction  on  her  con- 
duct ?  This,  too,  would  account  for  the 
cold  dignified  civility  of  her  manner. 
Wounded  vanity  would  have  showed  it- 
self in  haughty  pique  and  petulant  rude- 
ness: culpable  indifference  to  blame  would 
have  exhibited  itself  in  increased  gaiety, 
and  an  increased  inattention  to  the  com- 
mon restraints  of  society;  but  w^ounded 
sensibility,  and  offended  delicacy,  and  con- 
scious innocence  unjustly  accused,  would 
have  acted,  he  could  not  deny  it  to  him- 
self, exactly  as  Ella  did ;  and  with  feel- 
ings difficult  to  describe,  he  took  up  Mrs. 
Anne  Mordaunt's  housewife  and  its  fur- 
niture, and  returned  into  the  ball-room. 
He  presented  them  to  her  in  silence,  and 
without  daring  to  look  towards  Ella,  who 
remained  silent  also,  but  soon  entered, 
with  seeming  composure,  into  a  conver- 
sation 
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sation  With  the  gentleman  next  her.  It 
was  near  the  hour  for  the  company  to  as- 
semble at  the  tea-tables ;  but  Mrs.  Anne 
thinking  Ella  had  better  return  home,  as 
she  complained  of  a  headach,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  v/as  sent  to  call  their  carriage  ; 
and  having  got  it  up  immediately,  he  pre- 
sented his  arm  to  Mrs.  Anne  Mordaunt, 
while  the  Colonel  offered  his  to  Ella  ;  but 
taking  that  of  the  gentleman  next  her, 
she  smiled  and  said,  "  Excuse  me,  Colo- 
nel, if  I  prefer  the  support  of  an  old  friend 
to  that  of  a  stranger ;^^  and  she  spoke 
the  word  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  the 
Colonel  suspect  she  meant  by  "  stranger^'' 
to  say  "  enemy."  And  mortified  and 
conscience-stricken,  he  sighed  deeply,  and 
followed  them  in  silence  to  the  carriage : 
nor  did  he  leave  the  door  till  they  drove 
off;  when  to  his  very  respectful  bov/  Ella 
replied  by  a  kiss  of  her  hand,  and  her  cou- 
sin 
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sin  by  several  gracious  inclinations  of  her 
head. 

"  Oh  !  what  a  dear  charming  beautiful 
man  that  is ! "  cried  Mrs.  Anne,  as  soon 
as  they  drove  off;  *'  I  hope,  my  dear, 
you  have  invited  him -to  Bovver  Wood?" 

*'  No^  indeed,  madam,"  replied  Ella, 
"  nor  shall  I  invite  him." 

''  Not  invite  him !  Why,  you  amaze 
me.  Pray,  tell  me" — Here  Ella,  not 
choosing  to  explain  herself  at  that  m.o- 
mentj  interrupted  her  by  begging  her  to 
let  down  one  of  the  glasses,  because  she 
was  very  faint ;  then  throwing  herself 
back  in  the  carriage,  she  sighed  in  a  man- 
ner so  unusual  for  her,  that  her  affection- 
ate relation  was  alarmed,  and  asked  her 
if  she  was  unhappy.  "  No, — not  un- 
happy now^  only  agitated/'  she  replied, 
**  but  I  will  teH  you  more  to-morrow." 
Then  falling  into  a  reverie,  she  spoke  no 

more 
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more  till  the  carriage  arrived  at  Bower 
Wood  'y  where  hastily  wishing  Mrs.  Anne 
good  night,  she  retired  to  her  own  apart-, 
nient. 

In  two  days  time  Captain  Ointon  re- 
turned, having  left  his  father  out  of  dan- 
ger ;  and  he  heard,  with  no  small  degree 
of  triumph,  that  Colonel  Vane  had  de- 
sired to  be  presented  to  Miss  Mordaunf, 
and  had  conquered  most  of  his  prepos- 
sessions against  her.  But  he  knew  the 
human  heart  too  well  to  express  all  that 
he  felt,  or  all  that  he  foresaw.  He  knew 
that  Colonel  Vane  would  naturally  enough 
be  inclined,  if  left  to  himself,  to  admire 
Ella  even  more  than  justice  warranted,  to 
reconcile  his  own  heart  to  the  injustice  he 
had  done  her  in  not  liking  her  enough  at 
first :  but  he  also  knew  that  pride,  and 
an  aversion  to  own  himself  in  the  wrong, 
would  probably  retard  the  progress  of  his 
admiration,  if  he  seemed  eager  to  urge  it 

on : 
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on  :  he  therefore  did  not  appear  to  derive 
any  triumph  over  his  friend  from  this 
change  of  opinion,  though  he  could  not 
help  owning  to  him  his  suspicions  that 
Ella  had  overheard  their 'conversation. 

"  I  am  sure  she  did/'  replied  Colonel 
Vane. 

"  What  makes  you  think  so?"  asked 
Captain  Clinton. 

"  I  wish  to  be  excused  telling  you,'* 
replied  the  Colonel,  too  delicate  to  dis- 
close, even  to  Ella's  friend,  the  emotions 
he  had  witnessed  ;  and  Captain  Clinton, 
who  wished  nothing  more  ardently  than 
an  union  betwixt  Ella  and  Vane,  and 
who  knew  how  hkely  this  discovery  of 
the  Colonel's  would  be  to  interest  him  in 
her  favour,  if  he  was  left  to  the  operations 
of  his  own  mind,  pursued  the  discoursd 
no  further,  but  w^ent  to  pay  a  visit  to 
Ella  herself.  He  found  her  more  com- 
municadve  than  Colonel  Vane,  for  she 

told 
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toid  him  what  she  had  overheard, — she 
described  all  that  had  passed  after  he  left 
her,  and  her  conviction  that  Colonel  Vane 
was  certain  that  she  had  overheard  all 
that  passed. 

"  But  I  hope  you  believe,"  cried  Clin- 
ton, *'  that  he  has  altered  his  opinion  of 
.you?'' 

"  I  conclude  that  he  has,  or  he  would 
not  have  desired  to  be  presented  to  me : 
but  if  his  ideas  of  propriety  are  so  very 
rigid,  I  shall  forfeit  his  good  opinion  again 
very  soon ;  though,  spite  of  my  better 
judgement,  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  own 
that  I  felt  myself  hrfluenced  by  his  pre- 
sence into  a  change  of  manner.-' 

"  Aye  indeed  !  how  so  V 

"  When  my  old  playfellow,  young 
Danvers,  came  up  to  sp  :ak  to  me  after 
an  absence  of  some  months,  I  actually 
drew  back  my  hand  as  I  bade  him  wel- 
romo,   because  forsooth   your  fastidiou.^ 

friend 
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friend  had  censured  the  readiness  with 
which  I  suffered  my  hand  to  be  pressed  1 
But  ashamed  of  my  condescension  to  the 
humours  of  tiiis  strange  man,  I  held  it  out 
to  him  when  he  left  me  to  join  the  dance, 
resolved  that  Colonel  Vane  should  like 
me  on  my  o^vn  terms,  or  divslike  me  as  he 
chose  ;  for  that,  if  I  was  conscious  of  no 
improper  feeling  while  giving  my  hand  to 
the  friends  who  accosted  me,  there  was 
no  harm  in  so  doing." 

"  No, — not  m  your  own  eyes,  nor  in 
that  of  your  friends  j  but  great  harm  in 
the  eyes  of  a  jealous  man  and  a  lover." 

"  But  Colonel  Vane  is  not  my  lover." 

"  I  am  not  so  sure  of  that,"  he  replied  ; 
and  Ella  started  from  her  seat  with  an  ex- 
clamation which  certainly  partook  as  much 
of  joy  aS  surprise. 

"  At  least,  1  will  venture  to  say  that  he 
is  very  likely  to  become  your  lover ;  and 
therefore  you  are  to  consider  w'hether  he 

is 
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is  a  prize  so  well  worth  having,  as  to  make 
it  worth  your  while  to  reform  your  man- 
ners in  order  to  secure  him." 

"  Reform  my  manners,  sir?  and  do 
you  too  distrust  and  condemn  me?*' 

"  Oh  no  ! — I  am  only  your  friend  ; 
nor,  as  lam  neither  jealous  nor  suspi- 
cious, would  your  manner  disturb  me, 
even  if  I  were  your  lover.  I  think  it  the 
most  fascinating  and  delightful  manner 
possible  J  but  it  is  a  most  dangerous  and 
a  most  misleading  one.  Your  manner  to 
me,  for  instance,  if  I  were  not  an  engaged 
man,  would  lead  me  to  suppose  I  was  a 
very  great  favourite  with  you,  and  that 
my  addresses  would  be  favourably  re- 
ceived.'* 

"  Absurd!"  replied  Ella,  ''  when  I 
venture  to  let  you  see  by  my  manners 
how  much  I  like  you,  because  you  are  an 
engaged  man,  and  therefore  cannot  sup-  ' 
pose  I  mean  any  thing  more  than  the  kind- 
ness 
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iiess  of  friendship.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  am  so  fond  of  the  notice  and  so- 
ciety  of  married  men  ;  for  it  is  hateful  to 
have  one's  motives  misconstrued,  and  to 
have  it  thought,  if  one  is  civil  to  a  man, 
that  one  is  angling  for  offers." 

"  Yes — and  therefore  you  make  almost 
all  the  wives  of  your  acquaintance  jealous, 
and  arm  their  tongues  with  a  thousand 
slanders  to  let  off  against  your  reputation 
and  innocence. " 

"  Well,  Captain  Clinton,  I  can  only 
say,"  replied  Ella,  rather  piqued  at  his 
sincerity,  "  I  can  only  say,  that  if  my 
manners  and  habits  be  ever  so  wrong, 
they  are  my  habits  and  manners, — they 
are  part  of  me,  and  I  cannot  be  hypocrite 
enough  to  change  or  disguise  them." 

"  Not  without  you  have  an  adequate 
motive." 

*'  And  what  would  be  one  ?" 

"  The  wish  of  making  yours  a  heart 

that 
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that  is  worthy  of  you.  I  know  you  ad- 
mire Colonel  Vane,  and  I  believe  you 
might  love  him." 

"  May  be  so  ;  but  must  I  therefore 
adopt  all  his  whims,  or  rather  act  a  part 
in  order  to  capiivate  him  ?'* 

"  I  think  that  you  must  either  give  up 
all  idea  of  him,  or  act  conformably  to  his 
ideas  of  right.  He  is  a  man  of  a  jealous 
and  distrustful  nature ;  but  it  is  his  only 
fault.  If  you  were  living  with  a  ner- 
vous person,  vi^hom  the  shutting  of  a  door 
hard  would  throw  into  a  fit,  you  would 
either  quit  that  person,  or  take  care  to 
shut  the  door  gently  :  so,  if  you  were 
to  love  a  jealous  man,  you  must  either 
learn  to  abstain  from  what  might  give 
him  umbrage,  or  conquer  your  attach- 
ment." 

"  I  should  conquer  my  attachment  !" 
exclaimed  Ella  indignantly ;  '*  but  I  have 
as  yet  no  attachment  to  conquer,  nor  will 

I  have  5 


68       APPEARANCE   IS  AGAINST  HER. 

I  have  ;  for  I  could  never  be  happy  with 
a  man  who  was  liable  to  mistake  the 
gaiety  of  innocence -for  constitutional  le- 
vity, and  the  freedom  resulting  from  an 
affectionate  heart,  for  the  forwardness  of 
a  depraved  one/' 

"  Well  ;  lime  will  show  whether  you 
ean  keep  thrs  resolution,  and  in  the  mean 
while  my  friend  must  make  his  own  way 
with  you.*' 

"  I  assure  you,  sir,"  said  Ella  gravely, 
*'  he  shall  never  come  hither^  an  invited 
guest  of  mine— he  shall  jiot  have  an  op- 
portunity of  suspecting  that  the  '  arrant 
coquette*  has  a  design  on  his  heart:  — 
whenever  we  meet,  as  I  like  his  conver- 
Stition,  and  honour  his  character,  1  wili  not 
avoid  htm  ;  but  never,  never  shall  he  have 
it  in  his  power  to  say  that  Ella  Mordaunt 
condescended  to  court  the  acquaintance 
and  attention  of  a  man  to  whom  she  was 
an  object  of  censure  and  suspicion.'" 

"  I  com- 
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''  I  commend  your  spirit,"  replied 
Captain  Clinton  ;  "  and  should  Colonel 
Vane  express  his  wonder  at  not  being 
your  invited  guest,  I  will  tell  him  the 
reason." 

"  By  all  means,"  replied  Ella ;  and 
Captain  Clinton  took  his  leave,  rejoiced 
at  her  determination,  and  resolved  to  im- 
part it  immediately  to  his  friend,  as  he 
well  knew  it  would  exalt  her  in  his  e§ti- 
mation,  and  make  a  man  of  his  nature 
still  more  eager  to  obtain  that  favour 
which  the  indignant  pride  of  an  offended 
woman  was  eager  to  withhold  from  him. 

He  was  not  wrong  in  his  conjectures. — 
Though  sorry  and  mortified,  Coionel  Vane 
Commended  the  determination  of  Ella, 
acquiesced  in  its  propriety,  and  did  not 
resent  it  by  his  conduct : — on  the  con- 
trary, he  paid  her  the  most  respectful  at- 
tention whenever  they  met,  and  Ella  at 
length  discovered  that  it  was  not  so  easy 

to 
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to  retain  her  determination  not  to  love  '  a 
jealous  and  distrustful  man/ 

But  what  became  of  the  election? — 
The  old  members  were  returned,  much 
to  the  mortification  of  busy  Mr.  Linwood, 
who  could  not  succeed  in  stirring  up  an 
opposition,  and  who,  owing  Colonel  Vane 
a  grudge  for  not  consenting  to  stand,  toob" 
his  revenge  by  telling  every  one  he  was 
making  love  to  the  heiress,  who  would  jilt 
him  as  she  had  done  every  one  else. — To 
be  brief :  Colonel  Vane's  leave  of  absenc^e 
had  nearly  expired,  and  he  was  about  to 

leave  W ,  when  Ella  was  prevailed 

upon  to  give  a  small  select  ball  to  cele- 
brate Mrs.  Anne  Mordaunt's  birth-day, 

"  To  be  sure,"  said  Captain  Clin- 
ton, "  as  Vane  is  going  away,  you  will 
break  through  your  resolution,  and  invite 
him." 

"  No — ^his  approaching  departure  is  a 
reason  why  I  should  not  mwlt^  him— for 

let 
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let  me  continue  the  effort  but  a  little 
longer  and  my  trial  will  be  over." 

*'  Oh  I  Then  you  own  it  is  an  effort  ?** 
"  Yes, — and  a  great  one  too, — but  I 
will  persevere  to  the  end."  And  Captain 
Clinton  was  resolved  she  should  have  th$ 
merit  of  persevering,  and  yet  that  his. 
friend  should  be  at  the  ball ;  for  he  wished 
him  to  see  Ella  to  the  greatest  advantage, 
namely  at  her  own  house.  Be  wished 
him  also  to  see  the  simplicity  yet  mag- 
nificence with  which  her  own  exquisite 
taste  had  ornamented  the  apartments  : — in 
short,  he  had  set  his  mind  on  Colonel  Vane's 
being  once  at  least  the  guest  of  Ella ;  and 
after  talking  the  whole  matter  over  tete- 
a-tete  with  Mrs.  Anne,  who  was  the  queen 
of  the  feast,  she  gave  him  leave  to  invite 
Colonel  Vane,  and  promised  to  take  all 
the  responsibility  on  herself.  But  as 
Captain  Clinton  knew  the  Colonel  would 
not  go  on  Mrs.  Anne's  invitation  only,  he 

took 
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took  care  how  he  worded  it,  and  accosted 
him  with 5 — "  So,  Vane,  at  last  the  em- 
bargo is  taken  off,  and  you  are  invited  to 
the  ball  at  Bower  Wood  ?*' 

*'  Indeed  ! "  replied  the  Colonel,  more 
gratified  than  he  chose  to  own  even  to 
himself,—"  Indeed  !  and  would  you  ad- 
vise me  to  accept  the  invitation  ?" 

"  To  be  sure.  I  know  you  are  going 
out  of  town  till  the  day  arrives — ^but  you 
will  be  here  time  enough  for  that." 

'^Certainly  I  shall, — but  where  is  the 
card  ?  I  must  answer  it/' 

"  There  is  no  card — Miss  Mordaunt 
has  issued  no  cards,  (which  was  indeed  the 
truth,)  and  a  verbal  answer  by  me  will  be 
sufficient/' 

"  Very  well,"  said  Colonel  Vane : 
"  then  tell  Miss  Mordaunt  I  will  have  the 
honour  to  wait  on  her.  But,"  added  he 
after  a  pause,  "  she  ought  not  to  have  in- 
vited me.     If  she  was  right  in  the  first 

instance. 
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instance,  she  was  wrong  in  the  last, — and 
I  should  have  respected  her  more  had 
she  remained  firm  in  her  resolution/'    .. 

*'  You  are  the  most  ungiateful,  ro- 
mantic, ridiculous  being  1  ever  knev//' 
replied  the  secretly- pleased  Chnton,  who 
knev/  that  Ella  had  acted  as  the  Colonel 
thought  she  ought  to  have  done  :  "  Why, 
man !  you  will  always  refine  avi'ay  your 
own  happiness,  and  utterly  destroy  that 
of  your  wife,  if  you  ever  have  one.*' 

"  My  wife's  notions,'*  replied  he, 
"  must  be  as  refined  as  my  own,  or  she 
would  never  he  my  wife." 

That  day  Colonel  Vane  left  W , 

and  did  not  return  till  it  was  time  to  dress 
for  the  ball  at  Bower  Wood :  therefore  he 
had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  Ella,  and 
finding  out  the  deceit  which  had  been  put 
on  him* 

Ella  meanwhile  had  been  preparing  for 
her  entertainment ;  and  when  every  thing 

VOL.  II.  E  wss 
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-was  completed,  and  the  gratified  Mrs. 
Anne  Mordaunt  had  surveyed  all  the  new 
decorations  of  the  apartments,  and  beheld 
the  taste  with  which  the  old  ones  had  been 
arrayed,  she  declared  that  Ella  had  ex- 
ceeded even  herself.  But  the  mistress  of 
the  elegant  mansion,  the  directress  of  the 
splendid  feast,  moved  through  the  bril- 
liant suite  of  rooms  pensive,  anxious,  and 
absent ; — for  the  eye  that  she  most  wished 
to  please  would  not  behold  the  charm 
which  she  had  laboured  to  spread  around, 
the  lips  whose  praises  she  most  coveted 
•would  not  breathe  in  her  ear  the  accents 
of  admiration. 

She  was  indulging  these  tender  thoughts, 
for  tender  they  certainly  were,  and,  re- 
tiring into  an  inner  room  from  the 
crowd  which  was  just  beginning  to  as- 
semble, was  replacing  the  head  of  a  rare 
and  newly  purchased  plant  which  had 
escaped  from  the  lath  which  supported  it, 

when 
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when  turning  round  she  beheld  the  ob- 
ject of  her  reverie  beside  her!  while  al- 
most with  a  scream  of  astonishment  she 
exclaimed,  in  return  to  his  smile  of  plea- 
sure and  his  respectful  bow,  "  Colonel 
Vane,  is  it  possible,  sir,  that  I  see  i/ou 
here!" 

Equally  surprised  in  his  turn,  Colonel 
Vane  replied,  "  Did  not  Captain  Clinton 
deliver  my  answer  to  you,  madam,  and 
tell  you  I  would  have  the  honour  to  wait 
on  you?" 

"  No — indeed  he  did  not,"  said  Ella 
with  an  arch  smile,  not  a  little  pleased  to 
find  that  without  any  infringement  of  her 
dignity  Colonel  Vane  was  her  guest;  and 
dismissing  entirely  from  her  mind  the  idea 
which  at  first  disturbed  her,  a  suspicion 
wholly  unworthy  of  Colonel  Vane's  cha- 
racter, that  he  had  presumed  to  come  un- 
invited, she  attributed  his  appearance  at 
her  ball  to  the  injudicious  though  well- 
E  2  meant 


To       APPEARANCE   IS  AGAlNSr  HER. 

meant  deception  of  Captain  Clinton  and 
Mrs.  x^nne  Mordaunt. 

But  though  Ella's  countenance,  which 
had  worn  an" expression  of  even  haughty 
surprise  when  she  first  saw  Colonel  Vane, 
now  wore  one  of  archness  and  pleasure, 
Colonel  Vane  was  by  no  means  satisfied 
with  either  the  one  expression  or  the 
other..  It  was  evident  she  did  not  expect 
him,  or  that  she  was  acting  a  part.  The 
question  was,  whether  she  had  invited 
him,  or  had  not? — "  But  I  will  not  remain 
any  longer  in  this  suspense,"  said  he  to 
himself,  ''  and  I  will  tell  her  that  if  she 
■wishes  me  to  go  I  will  go  directly..'* 

Just  as  he  had  made  this  resolution, 
Ella,  whom  politeness  forbade  to  let  Co- 
lonel Vane  know  he  was  there  without 
Invitation,  said  to  hini,  "  As  this  is  the 
first  time  1  have  had  the  honour  of  seeing 
you  at  my  house,  sir,  I  hope  you  will  al- 
low me  -to  show  you  what  it  contains  of 

value ; — ■.■ 
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value  ; — in  this  room  are  some  very  fine 
pictures." 

"  In  seeing  you,  Miss  Mordaunt,  I  see/* 
replied  the  Colonel,  "  what  is  most  va- 
luable and  most  precious  here." 

"  Indeed  /"  said  Ella  archly  smiling, 
"  brilliant  perhaps,  but  not  precious^ 
surely,  in  your  estimation  ? " 

"  Spare  me,  Miss  Mordaunt,  spare  me 
the  mordfication  of  recollecdng  the  mo- 
ment now  long  past,  and  always  repented 
of,  when  I  was  unjust,  and  you  caiurn^ 
niated**  Ella  bowed,  and  turned  away 
her  head  ;  for  she  was  conscious  that  her 
eyes  were  filled  with  tears,  but  tears  of 
pleasure  and  of  tenderness.  "  Allow  me 
to  add,"  resumed  the  Colonel,  "  that  I 
can  look  at  nothing  here  with  satisfaction, 
not  even  at  you^  till  I  am  assured  that  I 
am  a  welcome  and  a  bidden  guest." 

''  I  v^ould  not,"  she  replied,  "  have 
told  you  a  perhaps  unpleasant  truth  ;  but, 

when 
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when  thus  interrogated,   I  will  not  be  so 
mean  as  to   tell  you  a  falsehood.     You 
are  a  xvelcome^  but  not  a  hiddtn  guest. — 
I  did  not,  would  not,  could  not  invite  you 
to  my  house,  you  know  I  could  not,  till 
some  acknowledgement  on  your  part,  that 
you  had  hastily  and  erroneously  judged 
me,  had  appeased  my  offended  delicacy. 
But  now  you  have  said  all  that  was  ne- 
cessary— you  have  owned  that  you  were 
unjust — and  I  will  remember  of  the  past, 
only  those  judicious  hints  for  my  conduct 
which  it   afforded  me,    and  which   may 
serve  in  some  points  to  direct  the  future." 
"  Miss   Mordaunt — madam — you  con- 
found me  by  your  goodness,"  he  replied  : 
and  so    wayward   are    the  fancies  of    a 
jealous  man,  he  feared^  he  thought  that 
she  was  now  giving  him  too  much  en- 
couragement.    "  But,  madam,  you  must 
allow  me  to  inquire  who  has  presumed 
thus  to  impose  both  on  you  and  me." 

"  Oh  1 
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"Oh !  I  know  no  more  on  that  subject  than 
you  do — but  I  suspect  it  was  a  lady,  and. 
the  queen  of  the  evening,  Mrs.  Anne  Mor- 
daunt,  who  candidly  told  me,  she  should 
not  think  her  entertainment  complete,  un- 
less it  was  graced  by  your  presence." 

"  But  Captain  Clinton  brought  me  the 
invitation." 

"  Very  likely,  deceived  himself  by 
Mrs.  Anne  : — or  if  he  were  in  the  plot, 
surely  you  will  not  be  very  angry  ?" 

"  One  man,  madam,"  replied  Colonel 
Vane  gravely,  '*  ought  to  be  careful  how 
he  presumes  to  jest  with  another." 

"  Colonel  Vane  ! "  cried  Ella,  turning 
pale  with  alarm,  and  laying  her  hand 
involuntarily  on  his  arm  while  she  fixed 
her  eyes  earnestly  on  his  face. — He  un- 
derstood and  felt  ihe  force  of  the  appeal ; 
and  gently  pressing  the  hand  whose  un- 
conscious grasp  v/as  not  lost  on  him,  he 
told  her,  that  though  he  must  reprove* 

he 
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he  would  not  resent  Captain  Clinton's 
subterfuge,  if  he  were  really  to  blame. 
— And  soon  after,  as  Mrs.  Anne  took 
nearly  the  whole  blame  on  herself.  Colo- 
nel Vane  thanked  both  him  and  her  for 
having  betrayed  him  iiKo  a  very  charming 
evening,  and  Ella  retired  to  rest  happier 
than  she  had  been  for  many  a  day ;  for 
Colonel  Vane  had  appeared  a  lover  in  all 
but  the  name,    and  she  flattered   herself 

that  before  he  left  \Y he  would  make 

her  a  declaration  in  form. — What  was 
now  become  of  her  resolution,  never  to 
marry  a  jealous  and  distrustful  man  ? — 
Alas!  it  was  forgotten  ;  or  this  one  fault 
was  lost  in  the  blaze  of  numberless  real 
or  imagined  virtues.  But  she  knew  not 
yet  the  character  of  Colonel  Vane,  nor  the 
caution  that  influences  every  action  and 
every  resolve  of  a  man  of  his  disposition. 

Colonel  Vane  did  love   Ella,  passion- 
ately  love  her— but  though  he  had  the 

firmest 
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firmest  faith  in  her  innocence  and,  her 
principles,  her  manners  were  not  such  as 
he  should  wish  for  in  his  wife.  It  was  a 
manner  to  invite  attention  and  even  affec- 
tion from  every  one,  because  it  seemed  to 
promise  both ;  and  whether  the  impelling 
motive  w'as  benevolence  or  coquetry,  it 
exposed  a  woman  to  the  danger  of  solici- 
tations ; — a  danger  to  which  even  virtue 
itself  should  shrink  from  being  exposed — - 
for  craving  and  gratified  vanity  has  un- 
done, as  he  justly  thought,  more  women 
in  a  year,  than  originally  vicious  inclina- 
tions in  ten  :  and  if  he  were  called  abroad 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  as  he  would 
probably  be,  how  could  he  without  anxiety 
wearying  and  Incessant  leave  a  wife  alone 
and  unprotected,  and  to  her  own  guidance, 
whose  beauty  could  not  fail  to  attract  ad- 
mirers, and  whose  manners  were  such  as 
to  give  those  lovers  encouragement  ? 
So  reasoned  and  so  felt  Colonel  Vane, 
E  5  though 
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though  he  loved  with  ardour, — or  rather 
because  he    loved  with  ardour ;    and  he 

resolved  to  leave  W without  making 

any  avowal  of  his  love  and  trying  to  ob- 
tain a  confession  of  hers  in  return,  wish- 
ing to  try  what  effect  some  weeks  of  ab- 
sence would  have  on  his  attachment,  and 
on  the  preference  which  Ella  felt  for  him  ; 
and  wisely  considering  that,  unless  their 
mutual  regard  could  stand  that  test,  he 
did  not  love  her  sufficiently  to  overlook 
her  faults,  nor  she  him  sufficiently  to  bear 
with  his  sense  of  them.  As  he  was  now  an 
allowed  visitor  at  Bower  Wood,  he  went 
thither  to  bid  her  farewell,  having  studied 
what  he  would  say  when  he  arose  to  de- 
part, something  tender  enough  to  prove 
how  much  he  admired  her,  yet  not  suffi- 
ciently explicit  to  commit  himself ;  while 
Ella  on  her  side,  if  Colonel  Vane  did  not 
make  a  declaration  of  his  sentiments,  had 
settled  what  sort  of  leave  she  would  take 

of 
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of  him — it  was  to  be  one  so  fully  vvorded, 
and  so  calmly  delivered,  that  he  should 
not  suspect   how   much    she  was  disap- 
pointed, and  how  deeply  she  regretted  his 
departure.    He  came  to  Bower  Wood  ac- 
cordingly the  day  before  he  was  to  set 
off;  and  Ella,  as  much  on  her  guard  as 
he   was,  received  him   with    composure, 
though,  as  her  cousin  was  absent,  she  re- 
ceived him  tete-a-tete.     But  while  he  sat 
there,  gazing  with  ever- increasing  admi- 
ration on  that  face  which  he  should  soon 
behold  no  more,  the  idea  of  his  approach- 
ing separation   from  .Ella  so  much  un- 
manned him,  that  he  felt,  if  he  trusted 
himself  longer  in  her  presence,  he  should 
betray  his    heart   entirely  to    her.      He 
therefore  suddenly  arose   and   took  her 
hand,  meaning  to  say  what  he  intended, 
and  to  express  the  usual  parting  wishes  : 
but  overcome  by  emotion,  neither  he  nor 
Ella  spoke  a  single  word, — but  he  bowed 

upon 
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upon  her  hand  in  silence,  and  then,  not  even 
looking  at  her,  rushed  out  of  the  room. 

Ella  sat  for  some  time  after  he  left  her, 
absorbed  in  a  reverie  at  once  painful  and 
pleasant.  True,  he  had  not  made  the 
long-desired  and  long-expected  proposal, 
but  he  had  quitted  her  in  such  evident 
emotion  and  such  expressive  silence  as 
love  alone  could  have  occasioned  ;  and 
she  could  not  help  hoping  that  he  might 
write  the  feelings  and  wishes  which  he 
did  not  speak.  But  then  the  thought 
that  day  after  day  would  pass,  week  after 
week,  month  after  month  perhaps,  with- 
out her  eye  beholding,  her  ear  hear- 
ing, or  her  mind  holding  sweet  com- 
munion with  his,  filled  her  with  almost 
intolerable  agony ;  and  to  remain  on 
that  spot  where  she  had  seen  and  con- 
versed with  him,  but  could  see  and  con- 
verse with  him  no  longer,  seemed  such  an 
increase  cf  her  suffering,    that  she  very 

gladly 
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gladly  took  advantage  of  an  excuse  to 
hasten  into  Devonshire,  though  the  cause 
of  her  journey  gave  her  considerable  pain 
— for  it  was  no  other  than  the  illness  of  her 
relation  Mrs.  Anne  Mordaunt,  who  was 
ordered  for  a  threatening  inflammation  oti 
the  lungs  into  the  mild  climate  of  Sid- 
mouth.  Thither,  therefore,  she  bore  her 
drooping  charge — but  bore  in  vain;  — 
the  power  of  medicine,  of  salubrious  air, 
and  of  the  most  unremitting  attention, 
failed  to  save  this  harmless  and  unofFend* 
ing  being  from  the  disease  that  impended 
over  her  ;  and  before  they  had  been  resi- 
dent six  weeks  in  the  West,  El!a  was 
fated  to  follow  a  second  adopted  parent  to 
her  last  home. 

The  occupation  of  watching  by  the  bed 
of  sickness,  painful  as  it  was,  served  to 
divert  Ella's  mind  from  the  anxieties  of  an 
every  day  Increasing  and  perhaps  hope- 
less passion  j — and  v/hen  the  necessity  of 

these 
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these  attentions  was  over,  Ella  felt  herself 
again  thrown  on  the  world  an  unprotected 
orphan,  and  also  restored  to  all  the  pain- 
ful consciousness  which  had  hitherto  been 
suspended. — She  was  again  obliged  to 
look  round  for  a  companion,  and  felt 
added  regret  for  the  little  prospect  she 
now  had  of  obtaining,  what  in  her  orphan 
state  was  so  particularly  desirable,  the 
protection  of  a  husband.  While  her  plans 
continued  unfixed,  she  received  an  invita- 
tion to  stay  at  the  house  of  a  married 
friend  in  London ;  and  thither  she  imme- 
diately repaired,  glad  of  any  change  and 
any  scene  which  would  take  her  from 
herself,  and  weaken  the  power  of  certain 
images  and  recollections  in  her  mind. 
Colonel  Vane  meanwhile,  who  found 

that  in  leaving  W he  had  not  left  his 

attachment  behind  him,  but  that  he 
*  Dragged  at  each  remove  a  lengthening  chain,* 

was  eager  to  learn  of  Captain  Clinton  all 

possible 
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possible  intelligence  of  Ella  and  her  move- 
m^nts,  and  therefore  kept  up  a  regular 
correspondence  with  him.  He  was  con- 
sequently informed  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Anne  Mordaunt,  and  of  Ella's  visit  to 
London.  "  She  is  again,  then,"  thought 
Colonel  Vane,  "  alone  and  unprotected. 
O  that  I  could  at  once  resolve  to  offer  her 
the  protection  of  a  husband  ! — But  as 
other  men  may  do  that  only  too  soon,  I 
will,  as  soon  as  duty  allows  me,  go  to 
London  and  see  how  she  is  situated  :" — 
and  as  much  impelled  by  jealousy  as  by 
love,  Colonel  Vane  set  off  for  the  metro- 
polis. 

Ella  had  now  been  two  months  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  though  she  was  conscious  of  a 
deeply-rooted  attachment,  she  was  not 
unhappy,  for  the  excellence  of  her  tem- 
per led  her  to  be  and  to  appear  pleased 
with  the  efforts  made  to  amuse  her  ;  and 
she  could  not  but  be  gratified  with  the  at- 
tentions 
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tentions  paid  her  by  the  gentlemen  who 
visited  at  the  house  of  her  friends,  amongst 
whom  were  men  whose  situation  in  hfe 
was  such  as  to  authorise  them  to  aspire  to 
her  hand.  But  the  encouraging  smiles, 
the  condescending  familiarity,  which  be- 
fore she  became  exclusively  attached  to  one 
man  had  distinguished  her  conduct  to  all, 
were  now  wholly  withheld  ;  and  though 
the  eye  of  Colonel  Vane  no  longer  beheld 
her,  her  manner  was  such  as  would  have 
gratified  even  his  jealous  feeling  and  rigid 
ideas  of  propriety,  z/^a  being  under  the  in- 
fluence of  jealousy  be  capable  of  ever  see- 
ing things  as  they  really  are. --Besides,  the 
recent  loss  of  an  unoffending  and  affec- 
tionate relation,  the  consciousness  of  her 
being  a  lone  and  insulated  being,  and  the 
conviction  that  wealth  and  independence 
are  empty  possessions  if  they  are  unaccom- 
panied with  the  ties  of  family  love  and 
the    pleasures   of    domestic   intercourse, 

damped 
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clamped  that  gaiety  which  used  to  ca/iy 
her  into  excess  of  liveliness,  and  threw  a 
pensive  shade  over  her  countenance, 
which,  without  diminishing  its  beauty,  in- 
creased its  interest. 

The  first  night  of  Colonel  Vane's  arrival 
in  London,  he  went  to  the  theatre,  intend- 
ing to  present  himself  the  next  day,  au- 
thorised by  a  letter  from  Captain  Clinton, 
at  the  house  of  Ella's  friends.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  Ella  and  her  friends,  attended 
by  gentlemen  who  had  dined  with  them, 
went  to  the  same  theatre,  and  sat  in  a  box 
opposite  to  the  one  which  the  Colonel 
had  entered. — What  a  welcome  opportu- 
nity for  a  man  of  his  disposition  ! — He 
could  w^atch  unseen  the  conduct  of  the 
woman  he  loved,  when  surrounded  by 
other  men,  and  when  unconscious  of  his 
restraining  presence  1  Ke  did  watch  her, 
observing  as  he  did  so  the  paleness  of  her 
cheek  and  the  thinness  of  her  person,  oc- 
casioned. 


90      APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER, 

casioned,  he  hoped,  by  anxious  attendance 
on  her  relation,  and  also  (but  this  he 
scarcely  dared  whisper  to  himself)  by  some 
anxiety  of  a  more  tender  nature. — Nor 
was  she  in  her  usual  spirits. — In  short,  he 
really  saw  her  as  I  have  described  her 
above  ;  and  with  all  his  propensity  to  turn 
and  twist  her  manner  and  conduct  into 
what  he  disapproved,  he  was  forced  at 
length  to  allow  his  heart  to  be  gladdened 
by  the  conviction  that  her  conduct  that 
evening,  though  she  was  surrounded  by 
men  who  evidently  admired,  and  sought 
every  means  of  engaging  her  attention,, 
and  paying  her  what  the  French  call  les 
petits  soins^  was  exactly  such  as  he  should 
wish  to  be  that  of  his  wife;  and  now 
from  the  bottom  of  his  soul  he  wished 
that  wife  to  be  Ella  I'vlordaunt. 

Full  of  these  proper  wishes  and  just  re- 
solves, he  was  .preparing, — though  not 
without  trepidation,  and  all  hope  of  being 

beloved 
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..  beloved  having  vanished  from  his  mind 5— 
for  v/ell  does  the  bard  say,  "  The  lover  is 
a  man  afraid/' — he  was  preparing  to  goto 
the  box  and  pay  his  compliments  to  Ella, 
when  a  brother  officer  came  hastily  up  to 
him.  and  begged  him  to  go  out  with  him 
instantly. — He  did  so  ;  and  had  the  mor- 
tification to  learn,  that  if  he  wished  to 
prevent  a  duel  betv/een  two  hot-headed 
young  men  of  his  acquaintance,  he  must 
follow  him  instantly  to  the  Bedford  Arms. 
He  did  so ;  and  was  detained  there  till  it 
was  too  late  to  return  to  the  theatre. 

The  next  day,  however,  he  resolved  to 
make  himself  amends,  and  call  on  Ella  ; 
and  if  he  found  her  alone,  and  that  she 
received  him  in  a  way  that  should  encou- 
rage his  hopes  of  her  liking  him  in  secret, 
he  thought,  yes,  he  was  sicre  that  he 
should  declare  his  passion. — Accordingly 
he  set  off  for  Montagu -Place; — but  he 
had  the  mortification  of  learning   there 

that 
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that  Miss  Mbrdaunt^  attended  only  by  her 
servants,  had  set  off  for  Wales,  being 
summoned  thither  by  the  illness  of  a 
friend. — "How  unfortunate!"  thought 
Colonel  Vane  :  "  but  I  can  inquire  which 
road  she  took,  znd  follow  her.— Yet,  no 
— then  I  should  commit  myself — for  what 
right  could  I  have  to  follow  her,  unless  I 
went  on  purpose  to  make  her  an  offer  of 
marriage?"  And  sad,  disappointed,  but 
still  too  cautious  and  undecided  to  end  his 
anxieties  at  once,  he  returned  to  his  hotel, 
and  Ella  pursued  her  journey  uninter- 
rupted. 

The  two  months  that  ensued  were 
months  of  great  anxiety  to  Colonel  Vane, 
for  Ella  did  not  write  even  to  her  friend, 
the  betrothed  wife  of  Captain  Clinton ; 
and  all  that  was  known  of  her  was,  that 
she  was  in  Wales — but  that  her  servants 
were  returned  to  Bower  Wood  ; — and  all 
they  could  tell  cf  thtir  mistress  was,  that 

her 
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her  return  was  uncertain. — However,  just 
as  Colonel  Vane's  own  regiment  had  been 

ordered  to  W ,  and  had  marched  in, 

Ella  returned  to  Bower  Wood  and  alone, 
but  was  almost  immediately  joined  there 
by  friends  from  London.  Colonel  Vane 
was  not  slow  to  pay  his  compliments  to 
Ella  on  her  arrival ;  and  if  embarrassment 
of  manner,  and  emotion  too  strong  to  be 
concealed,  were  requisite  to  convince  him 
he  might  offer  vnthout  fear  of  being  re- 
fused, Ella's  appearance  when  she  first 
saw  Colonel  Vane  v/as  suSicient  to  lay 
every  tender  apprehension  to  rest,  and 
encourage  him  to  hope  for  all  that  he  de- 
sired.-— But  this  embarrassment  and  this 
emotion  did  not  seem  to  originate  merdy 
m  the  conscious  feelings  of  a  susceptible 
and  attached  woman  ;  her  ci:ieek  kept 
varying  from  red  to  pale,  from  pale  to 
red,  and  her  manner  changing  from  kind- 
ness to  coldness^  and  from  openness  to 

sudden 
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sudden  reserve,  during  the  whole  time  that 
he  remained  at  Bower  Wood. — Hov/ever, 
when  he  took  leave,  she  cordially  bade 
him  consider  himself  as  a  welcome  guest 
at  her  house,  and  fixed  a  day  for  his  dining 
there. — "  Strange,  uncertain,  variable, 
but  fascinating  creature!*'  thought  Colo- 
nel Vane  as  he  left  the  house. — "  How 
unaccountable  was  her  manner ! — A  pain- 
fulj  not  a  pleasing  consciousness  seemed 
to  oppress  her  during  my  visit ;  and  she 
looked  as  if  something  weighed  heavily  on 
her  mind. — What  has  she  been  so  long 
about  in  Wales  ?  I  wish  I  knew." 

1  shall  pass  over  the  few  succeeding 
weeks,  and  content  myself  with  saying, 
that  every  day  decreased  Colonel  Vane's 
distrust  of  Ella's  capability  to  make  him 
happy  as  a  wife,  and  increased  his  admira- 
tion of  her  charms  and  her  virtues  : — ^but 
he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  to  disclose 
the  state  of  his  heart  to  her,  when  Ella's 

friends 
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riends  proposed  a  voyage  down  the  Vv^ye, 
ind  Colonel  Vane  was  asked  to  join  the 
)arty.     To  a  proposal  so  likely  to  make 
um  still  more  acquainted  with  the  cha-  - 
•acter  of  Ella  he  joyfully  acceded  ;  and 
IS  there  was  no  other  single  man  of  the 
party,  Ella,  without  any  design  of  his  or 
tiers,  was  left  to  his  care ;  and  she  could 
without  impropriety  hang  on  his  arm,  and 
walk   alone  with    him   on  the  beautiful 
banks  of  the  river,  and  along  its  wooded 
rocks,  though  such  familiarity  and  distinc- 
tion would  in  the  streets  of  W have 

been  wisely  judged  indecorous. — And 
while  his  heart  was  still  more  softened, 
still  more  attached  by  the  endearing  fami- 
liarity thus  endured,  and  by  the  beauty  of 
the  surrounding  scenery,  Colonel  Vane 
forgot  he  had  ever  hesitated,  and  was  only 
withheld  by  the  emotion  and  timidity  of  a 
lover  from  avowing  his  passion  ;  when  an 
accident  threw  him  off  his  guard,   and 

made 
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made  an  immediate  avowal  an  act  of  duty 
and  honour. — As  Ella  and  Colonel  Vane 
reached   the    boat  on    their  return  from 
viewing  the  ruins  of  Goodrich  Castle,  be- 
fore the  rest  of  the  company,  "  Perhaps/' 
said  Ella,  "  our  friends  are  seeking  us ; 
you  had  better  try  to  find  them,  while  I 
sit   in   the    boat." — So   saying,   without 
waiting  for  assistance,  she  attempted  to 
enter  it :  but  instead  of  putting  her  foot  in, 
she  put  it  against  the  boat,  and  by  the 
suddenness  with   which   it   moved  away 
she  was  precipitated  head  foremost  into 
the  river,  and  so  near  the  boat,  that  her 
danger  but  for  immediate  succour  would 
have  been  great.    But  Colonel  Vane  jump- 
ed in  after  her,  and  in  a  minute  more  she 
was  safe  on  land,   and  much  less  alarmed 
than  Colonel  Vane  himself. — Indeed  his 
agitation  resembled  phrensy — he  clasped 
her  almost  convulsively  to  his  bosom,  ex- 
claiming,   "Dreadful!   to  seo  the  water 

close 
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close  once  more  over  all  that  I  most  love 
on  earth  1  But  she  is  safe,  I  have  rescued 
/zer."  Then  bursting  into  tears,  he  hid  his 
face  in  his  hands,  regardless  who  witnessed 
the  expressions  of  his  tenderness  and  his 
emotion;  while  the  sad  scene  of  his  father's 
death  again  lived  in  his  remembrance. 
By  this  time  the  rest  of  the  party  arrived, 
and  were  full  of  consternation  at  seeing 
Ella  and  Colonel  Vane's  wet  and  miserable 
condition — and  not  a  little  agitated  when 
they  learnt  the  cause. — But  to  obtain  a 
change  of  clothes  where  they  were,  seemed 
difficult  if  not  impossible ;  and  as  Ella 
professed  that  she  felt  no  alarm  lest  she 
should  take  cold,  they  all  entered  the 
boat,  and  desired  the  boatmen  to  row  as 
fast  as  they  could  to  Monmouth.  But 
not  fast  enough  could  they  row  for  the 
alarmed  feelings  of  Colonel  Vane,  whose 
apprehensions  lest  Ella  should  suffer  from 
sitting  so  long  in  her  wet  garments  took 
VOL.  II.  F  such 
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such  entire  possession  of  his  mind,  that  his 
usual  self-command  forsook  him,  and  he 
could  scarcely  preserve  his  temper  when 
his  companions  allowed  their  own  atten- 
tion to  be  called  off  from  Ella  by  the  still 
increasing  beauty  of  the  rocks  on  cither 
side  of  them  ;  nay,  he  could  scarcely  re- 
frain from  quarrelling  with  Ella  herself, 
when  she  endeavoured,  though  vainly,  to 
prevail  on  them  all  to  stop  and  walk  up, 
as  is  the  custom,  the  very  high,  grand, 
and  wooded  rock  called  Symon's  Yatt — 
urging  the  necessity  of  no  time  being  lost 
if  she  wished  to  escape,  perhaps^  destruc- 
tion.— But  Ella  had  no  fear,  no  painful 
feelings  whatever  -,  and  perhaps  the  happy 
though  fluttered  state  of  her  spirits  might 
preserve    her   from   the   illness   Colonel 
Vane  dreaded  for  her ;  for  she  now  saw 
love  triumphant  over  every  other  consci- 
ousness in  the  man  whom  she  preferred 
to  every  other  j  and.  she  also  saw,  that 

after 
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after  this  public  display  of  his  tenderness^ 
he  was  bound  by  every  honourable  prin- 
ciple to  make  a  direct  avowal  of  his 
wishes  and  intentions. — Her  friends  and 
companions  felt  the  same  necessity  ;  and 
being  convinced  that  opportunity  alone 
was  now  wanting  for  that  purpose, — as 
soon  as  Ella  and  Colonel  Vane  had  made 
a  thorough  change  of  raiment  at  Mon- 
mouth, and  there  was  an  excuse  for  leav- 
ing them  together,  the  whole  party  con- 
trived, for  different  reasons,  to  leave  the 
room,  and  Colonel  Vane  no  longer  de- 
ferred the  long-meditated  and  long- wished 
declaration. 

But  Ella's  answer  was  not  exactly  all 
his  heart  demanded,  though  it  was  what 
his  judgement  approved.  She  frankly 
told  him,  that  though  her  feelings  were 
decidedly  in  his  favour,  her  reason  was 
not — because  she  knew  that  his  rea- 
son had  once  most  decidedly  disapproved 
F  2  her 
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her  manners,  and  she  was  fearful  that  the 
time  might  come  when  he  migh.  feel  a 
return  of  his  old  prejudices,  and  wish  he 
had  not  formed  so  hasty  a  conniction. — - 
She  therefore  insisted  that  they  should 
both  remain  unfettered  by  any  engage- 
ment for  six  months  to  come,  in  order 
that,  if  either  of  them  should  in  that  time 
see  cause  to  break  off  the  connection  en- 
tirely, he  or  she  might  be  at  liberty  to  do 
so  with  perfect  honour  and  propriety  : — 
and  to  this  condition  Colonel  Vane  re- 
luctantly assented. — In  the  mean  while, 
Ella  was  to  admit  his  visits  as  an  approved 
though  not  entirely  an  accepted  lover  ; 
and  vith  judgements  satisfied,  but  both 
with  hearts  discontented  though  relieved, 
they  v/alked  out  in  search  of  their  friends, 
who  saw  on  Ella*s  countenance  an  expres- 
sion of  cheerfulness  to  w  hich  it  had  been 
long  a  stranger,  and  were  not  slow  to  dip- 
cover  the  cause  of  it.. — Time  now  flew  on 

rapid 
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rapid  wings  both  to  Ella  and  Colonel 
Vane ;  for,  as  she  had  always  a  proper 
chaperone  staying  with  her,  she  was  able 
to  admit  his  frequent  visits.— Bat  in  the 
midst  of  their  happy  prospects,  and  when 
confidence  had  replaced  distrust  in  the 
mind  of  Colonel  Vane,  temptations  to  a 
relapse  were  thrown  in  his  way,  which, 
though  his  reason  rejected,  his  feelings 
were  unable  entirely  to  resist. 

He  one  day  received  an  anonymous- 
letter,  which  was  as  follows  : 

*'  Awake  from  your  dream  of  confi- 
dence and  bliss !  Awake,  Colonel  Vane, 
at  the  voice  of  a  sincere  friend,  and  pon- 
der over  the  follo^'iing  facts. 

"  Miss    M went    suddenly    into 

Wales — the  pretence  to  visit  a  dying 
friend,  a  relation.  On  entering  the  prin- 
cipality, she  dismissed  her  servants, — and 
she  returned  in  two  months  time,  pale, 

thin, 
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thin,  and  dispirited. — Ever  since,  and  even 
up  to  this  very  day,  she  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  rising  before  six  o'clock,  and 
walking  to  a  cottage  two  miles  from 
Bower  Wood,  where  she  nurses  and 
sometimes  weeps  over  a  beautiful  infant 
with  large  blue  eyes  and  long  dark  eye- 
lashes.— You  and  I  have  seen  such  eyes 
before. — Is  such  a  woman  worthy  to  be 

your  wife?  No,  Colonel  V .     Slight 

not  this  necessary  warning. — Awake,  in- 
quire,  and  act  accordingly. 

'^  A  Friend  to  the  Brave.** 

*'  Vile  scrawl !  infamous  calumny  !'* 
cried  Colonel  Vane  in  the  first  moments 
of  receiving  it, — and  wiser  in  these  mo- 
m.ents  than  in  the  subsequent  ones  ;— for 
in  spite  of  that  indignant  disregard  which 
every  just,  rational  and  honourable  being 
ought  to  feel  at  anonymous  slander,  ano- 
nymous accusation,— -every  time  he  read 

the 
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the  letter,  and  he  read  it  often,  he  ques- 
tioned more  and  more  the  possibility  of 
any  one's  daring  to  make  such  charges 
if  wholly  unfounded ;  and  his  reflections 
ended  in  a  firm  resolve  to  endeavbur  to 
ascertain  first,  v/hether  it  was  true  that 
her  servants  had  been  dismissed  ;  and  se- 
sondly,  if  she  really  rose  early  and  walked 
before  breakfast.  Though  he  had  not,  he 
believed,  the  remotest  idea  that  if  there  was 
a  child  at  the  cottage,  that  child  was  El- 
la's,— yet  was  it  not  mean  to  act  on  infor- 
mation which  might  only  be  the  result 
of  malignity  ?  Was  it  not  a  justice  he 
owed  Ella  Mordaunt,  to  burn  the  letter 
and  forget  its  unworthy  contents  ?  So 
reason,  justice,  and  knowledge  of  the 
world  advised  ;  but  the  disposition  of  Co- 
lonel Vane  was  such  as  to  render  him  in- 
capable of  listening  wholly  to  these  sug- 
gestions, and  he  resolved  to  proceed  ac- 
cordingly.—But  as  soon  as  he  saw  Ella, 

and 
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and  beheld  the  frank,  ingenuous  expres- 
sion of  pleasure  which  beamed  in  her  eyes, 
and  mantled  on  her  cheek,  when  she  wel- 
comed him  that  evening  to  Bower  Wood  ; 
he,  even  he,  forgot  all  his  suspicions,  and 
gave  himself  up  once  more  to  the  joy  of 
loving  and  being  beloved. — The  next  day, 
however,  as  he  stood  admiring  the  pro- 
spect at  the  door  of  Bower  Wood,  after 
alighting  from  his  horse,  Ella's  old  butler 
accosted  him  with  "A  fine  prospect,  sir." 
— *'  Yes,"  replied  Colonel  Vane,  "  it  is  :" 
and  then  (for  the  opportunity  was  irre- 
sistible) he  added,  "  but  you  saw  much 
finer  in  Wales,  Jermyn,  when  you  attended 
your  mistress  thither." 

"  No,  indeed,  sir,"  replied  Jermyn  : 
"  for  we  did  not  go  far  with  my  mistress — • 
she  sent  us  home  and  went  on  alone." 

At  this  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  one 
p?\rt  of  the  anonymous  letter  Colonel  Vane 
absolutely' started,  and  entered  the  house 

in 
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in  some  perturbation  of  mind.  Ella  soon 
saw  that  something  had  disturbed  him  ; 
but  as  she  could  not  suspect  the  cause, 
she  only  thought  it  was  a  cloud  that  would 
soon  blow  over  again.  After  other  con- 
versation, he  contrived  to  turn  the  conver- 
sation on  Wales  and  its  beauties  ;  and 
glancing  his  eye  on  Ella,  he  observed  her 
turn  pale,  and  then  red,  in  evident  confu-^ 
sion. 

"  I  think,"  said  he,  "  you  were  two 
months  in  Wales  ?" 

"  Yes." 

'<  In  what  part?" 

"  Oh,  quite  amongst  the  mountains — 
in  a  very  sequestered  spot.** 

"  But  you  walked  and  rode  out  to  see 
prospects,  I  conclude  ? " 

"  No,  very  little — for  I  was  chiefly 
confined  to  a  sick  bed  j  and — ''  Here 
Ella's  voice  faltered,  and  with  tears  in  her. 
eyes  she  left  the  room. 

f5  "What 
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"  What  could  excite  this  evident  emo- 
tion ?"  thought  Colonel  Vane  :  «'  Why 
that  conscious  and  alarmed  look  when  I 
mentioned  Wales  ?  Why  that  cheek  pale 
and  red  by  turns?'*  And  v/hen  Colonel 
Vane  took  leave  of  Ella  that  night,  he 
was  conscious  of  a  degree  of  coldness  in 
his  manner,  which  he  regretted,  but  could 
not  alter. 

But  what  did  he  suspect  ?  Not  that 
Ella  had  gone  into  Wales,  as  the  letter 
hinted,  to  be  confined,  and  had  brought 
her  infant  to  be  nursed  in  her  neighbour- 
hood : — Noy  he  was  mre  he  did  not  su- 
spect that  ;  and  he  certainly  would  not 
go  to  the  cottage  to  see  if  there  was  a 
child  there  with  eyes  and  eyelashes  like 
Ella's ;  but  he  would,  as  he  before  re- 
solved, discover  whether  she  walked  out 
alone  early  in  the  morning.  Jie  was  how- 
ever spared  this  inquiry.;  for  a  gentleman 
said  to  Ella  in  his  presence, 

"  Surely, 
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*'  Surely,  Miss  Mordaunt,  I  have  seen 

you  twice  this  week  on  the  road  to  D , 

walking  alone,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing?" 

"  Me  !  O, — yes— that  is, — O, — yes, 
very  likely,"  replied  Ella,  pale,  agitated, 
and  very  evidently  shrinking  from  the  in- 
quiring eyes  of  Colonel  Vane,  which  were 
fixed  upon  her. 

"  I  thought  it  must  be  you  by  the  form 
and  air,"  continued  the  gentleman;  "and" 
though  I  was  going  pheasant  shooting,  I 
would  have  stopped  to  have  paid  my  com- 
pliments to  you,  but  you  vanished  both 
times  suddenly  ;  and  I  thought  1  saw  you 
go  into  a  cottage  in  a  field." 

"  I  did  go  into  a  cottage  in  a  field," 
replied  Ella  gravely,  and  in  a  voice  nearly 
extinct  with  emotion  ;  then  turning  to  the 
person  next  her,  she  changed  the  conver- 
sation :  and  not  long  after,  Colonel  Vane, 
on  pretence  of  wanting  a  ride  for  the  good 

of 
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of  his  health,  rang  for  his  horse,  and 
springing  on  it,  set  it  into  a  full  gallop, 
as  if  hoping  to  escape  by  speed  from  the 
necessity  and  the  agony  of  thought.  But 
he  must  at  length  terminate  his  gallop  ; 
and  he  must  at  last  allow  himself  leisure 
for  thought. — What  was  this  mystery  con- 
cerning the  cottage  ?  And  ought  Ella  in 
their  present  relative  situation  to  have  any 
concealments  from  him,  or  to  be  involved 
in  any  mystery  ? — He  thought,  and  wisely 
thought,  not^ — for  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  conceive  of  any  circumstance  suf- 
ficient to  account  for  conduct  at  once  de- 
trimental to  his  peace  and  her  own  repu- 
tation. He  returned,  however,  to  Bower 
Wood  to  dinner  :  and  when  Ella,  with 
the  looks  and  accents  of  unsuspicious 
love,  tenderly  hoped  he  was  better,  and 
that  the  ride  and  the  air  had  recovered 
him  entirely,  he  tried,  and  for  a  while  the 
trial  succeeded,  to  banish  all  unpleasant 

ideas 
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ideas  from  his  mind,  and  to  believe  her 
not  only  free  from  guilt,  but  in  this  ia- 
stance  free  from  error  also.  These  happy 
feelings,  however,  were  not  doomed  to 
last  long.  He  found  lying  on  his  table 
a  second  letter  in  the  same  hand- writing 
as  the  first ;  he  opened  it  with  a  trembling 
hand,  and  found  that  it  contained  these 
words  : 

"  Blind  and  incredulous  man!  I  see  that 
you  still  hesitate  to  believe  my  friendly 
information.  Go  then  to  the  cottage  at 
six  o'clock  any  morning,  and  let  your  oivn 
eyes  convince  you  of  my  truth.  Why 
should  an  innocent  woman  have  a  child 
under  her  care  without  your  privity,  and 
unknown  even  to  her  own  servants  ?  Think 
of  thai,  master  Ford." 

By  this  quotation,  it  should  seem  that  the 
writer  was  acquainted  with  the  jealous  and 
suspicious  natureof  Colonel  Vanej  for  Ford 
himself  was  not  more  apt  to  feelings  of  that 

nature. 
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nature,  and  never  was  there  man  on  whom 
anonymous  letters,  the  vilest  agents  of  the 
vilest  beings,  were  more  likely  to  exert  a 
most  pernicious  influence. 

"  Yes,  I  will  go,"  said  Colonel  Vane  to 
himself.  "I  will  see,  and  judge  for  myself." 
— But  a  second  and  a  third  morning 
came,  and  still  he  went  not ;  for,  if  he 
was  deceived,  the  delusion  was  so  dear, 
that  he  could  almost  have  exclaimed, 
"  And  if  Vm  cheated,  cheat  me  still ! " 

But  a  third  letter  came  to  wet  his  al- 
most blunted  purpose, — blunted  latterly 
by  this  consideration, — "  If  she  has  a  se- 
cret,  what  right  have  I  to  inquire  into  it 
against  her  will  ?"  However,  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  this  third  letter,  he  argued  thus, — 
**  What  right  has  she,  under  our  present 
circumstances,  to  have  a  secret  of  so  su- 
spicious a  nature  concealed  from  me  ?" 

The  letter  was  as  follows : 

*4  have  donev/ith  you — you  are  a  dupe, 

and 
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and  deserve  to  be  one,  and  no  one  will 
pity  you  ;  for  '  forewarned,  forearmed,' 
says  the  proverb — but  you  despise  warn- 
ingSj  and  I  must  leave  you  to  your  fate." 

The  next  m.orning  after  the  receipt  of 
this,  Colonel  Vane  rose  before  six,  and 
soon  after  that  hour  he  was  on  the  road 

to  D^ ,  while  before  him,  at  some 

distance,  he  saw  a  lady,  who  he  was  sure 
was  Ella  herself.  Soon  after  he  saw 
her  with  rapid  step  turn  into  a  field,  and, 
looking  back  as  if  fearful  of  being  ob- 
served, he  beheld  her  enter  a  cottage. 
So  far  was  consistent  with  the  statement 
m  the  letter*  The  next  fact  to  be  ascer- 
tained was,  v;hat  the  cottage  contained ; 
and  fearful  of  discovering,  yet  resolved  to 
discover,  the  truth,  he  walked  hastily 
on,  though  forced  to  stop  and  take 
breath  as  he  proceeded,  emotion  almost 
depriving  him  of  his  usual  powers,  till  at 

length 
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length  he  reached  that  spot,  pregnant  with 
the  happiness   or  misery    of   his    future 
life.     The  door  was  open  ;   and  casting 
a  hasty  glance  forward,   he  saw  Ella  sit- 
ting with  her  back  to  the  door,  holding 
an  infant  in  her  lap,  over  which  she  seemed 
to  be  weeping  while  she  caressed  it,  and. 
as  he  gazed  in    breathlcvSS  agitation   he. 
heard  her  say,  "  Poor  unconscious  child! 
poor  Ella!   thou  didst   cost  thy  mother 
dear  indeed  I"     A  deep  sigh,  and  an  ex- 
claaiation  of 'Gracious  Heaven!'  which  in- 
voluntarily escaped  Colonel  Vane,  caused, 
her  to  turn  round  ;  and  starting  from  her 
seat,  while  she  clasped  the  infant  to  her 
bosom,    she   stood    looking    on    him    in 
speechless  silence  ;    and  with  a  lip    pale 
and  quivering  as  his  own,  at  length  she 
recollected    herself    sufficiently    to    ask 
what  brought  him  thither  at  that  early 
hour  ?  mingling  with  her  words  an  air  of. 

proud 
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proud  defiance,  from  the  consciousness 
that  he  came  probably  as  a  spy  upon 
her  actions. 

"  These  brought  me  hither,'*  replied 
Colonel  Vane,  piqued  at  her  manner  and 
expression,  and  putting  into  her  trembling 
hand  the  anonymous  letters,  darting  at 
her  at  the  same  moment  a  look  of  indig- 
nant inquiry. 

Ella  hastily  perused  the  base,  calum- 
nious pages.  "  So,  sir,"  she  answered, 
returning  them  with  seeming  calmness  of 
manner,  though  her  whole  frame  shook 
with  indignant  agony,  and  her  lips  were 
parched  with  agitation,  while  her  air  was 
one  of  haughty  disdain — "  So,  sir,  you 
came  hither  on  the  information  of  an  ano- 
nymous correspondent  !'* 

"-  Yes,  madam,  but  a  w^ell-informed 
one,  it  seems  ;  for  I  have  found  all  that 
these  letters   contain  true." 

"  Indeed  ! "  she  exclaimed  with  almost. 

wild 
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wild  emotion,  for  she  remembered  that  the 
letter-writer  insinuated  that  she  was  the 
mother  of  the  child  whom  she  held  in  her 
arms.  Colonel  Vane  answered  not  to  the 
exclamation,  but  to  the  expression  of  her 
countenance,  when  he  replied,  "  Yes, 
madam,  yes,  and  I  demand  of  you  whose 
is  that  infant  whom  you  are  pressing  to 
your  bosom  ?  Teii  me,  I  conjure  you,  tell 
me. 

"  Never,  never,  sir,'*  she  returned, 
surveying  him  with  a  look  of  scorn  un- 
utterable. "  But  you  forget^  sir,"  she 
added  with  a  sneer,  "  your  anonymous 
friend  has  informed  you  whose  child  it 
is." 

"  Ella,  dearest  Ella,''  cried  Col.  Vane, 
*^  for  I  do  love  you,  I  love  you  still,  spite 

of "     Here  he  paused.     But  Ella's 

form  and  face  relaxed  not  in  their  lofty 
carriage  and  expression,  and  he  continued 
thus :    *'  Rach  mc  noty  I  conjure  you, 

with 
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with  this  cold  contemptuous  silence ; 
say  but  that  you  are  innocent ;  say  but 
that  these  scrawls  are  vile  impostures." 

"  What !  when  you  have  yourself  pro- 
nounced them  true  ?  What !  condescend 
to  assure  the  poor  dupe  of  an  anonymous 
slander  that  I  am  wronged  and  inno- 
cent ?  Never.  You  are  welcome,  sir, 
to  believe  what  you  please,  and  from  this 
moment  I  desire  that  we  may  be  strangers 
to  each  other  :  the  terms  of  our  engage- 
ment were  such  as  to  make  a  dissolution 
of  it  easy." 

'^  Then  be  it  so — and  let  us  never  meet 
again,"  replied  Colonel  Vane,  enraged 
and  indignant  in  his  turn ;  "  we  never 
luill  meet  again,  and  the  poor  dupe  bids 
you  an  eternal  adieu." 

So  saying,  he  rushed  out  of  the  cottage, 
and  was  out  of  sight  in  a  moment,  leaving 
Ella  motionless,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on 
the  door  through  which  he  passed.     But 

when 
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when  she  recovered  herself,  "  Where  is 

the  child  ?"  cried  Ella.—"  In  the  cradle. 
Shall  I  bring  it  to  you  ?"  answered  the 
woman.    "  No.    Take  it  away,  take  her 

away,   I  will  not  see  it,    lest  I '* 

Here  tears,  friendly  tears,  came  to  her 
relief;  and  after  giving  way  to  them  some 
considerable  time,  she  was  able  to  walk 
home  with  slow  and  faltering  step.  How- 
ever, she  pursued  her  course,  every  mo- 
ment expecting  to  see  Colonel  Vane  cross 
her  path,  and  beg  her  to  listen  to  him 
once  more ;  for  could  he  really  have  seen 
her  for  the  last  time,  and  bidden  her  fare- 
well  for  ever  ?  No — it  seemed  impossible. 
But  she  reached  home  without  encounter- 
ing him,  and  even  without  seeing  him  at 
a  distance;  and  as  soon  as  she  entei-ed 
the  house  she  stole  into  her  own  apart- 
ment, and,  having  undressed,  went  to  bed; 
Then  ringing  for  her  maid,  she  told  her 
she  was  unwell,  and   desired  not  to  be 

disturbed 
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disturbed  till  she  rang  again.  But  it  was 
not  rest  which  she  sought,  for  well  she 
knew  that  rest  must  be  a  stranger  to  her 
eyes.  She  only  waited  the  siill  solitude 
of  her  bed,  the  frienaly  conceal raent  of 
her  closely  drawn  curtains  to  veil  the  eyes 
weighed  down  by  tears,  not  skep  ;  and  to 
enable  her,  uiidisturbed  by  the  look  of 
pity  or  curiosity,  to  live  over  again  the 
painful  events  of  the  last  hour,  and  en- 
deavour to  act  by  the  suggestions,  if  pos- 
sible, of  unprejudiced  reflection.  But 
what  was  the  prominent  image  in  her 
mind?  Her  lover  influenced  by  a  base 
anonymous  slanderer  to  suspect  her  of  in- 
continence, and  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  slander  by  the  evidence  of  his  own 
senses  !  And  was  the  man  who  could  thus 
suspect,  ana  thus  believe,  deserving  of  her 
love,  or  capable  of  making  her  happy  ? 
No, — purely  not ;  and  her  indignant  soul 
revolted  at  his  influence,  and  resolved  to 

shake 
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^bake  it  off  for  ever.  But  were  not  his 
suspicion  and  his  belief  excusable  ?  Had 
he  not  always  disapproved  her  manners, 
and  always  on  his  own  rigid  principles 
been  apprehensive  of  what  such  conduct 
might  lead  to  ? — And  was  not  all  that  the 
letters  pointed  out  true  ? — Had  she  not 
dismissed  her  servants  on  entering  Wales  ? 
Was  there  not  a  child  at  a  cottage  whom 
she  visited  clandestinely,  caressed,  and 
wept  over  ?  and  had  not  Colonel  Vane, 
the  man  whom  she  loved,  and  meant  to 
marry,  and  from  whom,  therefore,  she 
ought  to  have  had  apparently  no  con- 
cealments,— had  not  he  seen  her  caressing 
and  weeping  over  this  child,  and  stealing 
to  her  cradle  when  others  were  still  wrapt 
in  unconscious  slumbers  ? — Would  not 
any  man  have  been  startled  at  such  coin- 
cidence? and  was  it  not,  therefore,  par- 
donable in  a  man  of  Colonel  Vane's  na- 
ture, and  preconcieved  opinions,  to  believe 

her 
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her  guilty,  in  the  first  transports  of  his 
surprise,  and  to  act,  especially  when 
treated  as  she  treated  him,  upon  the  im- 
pulse of  his  first  impressions,  and  the  re- 
sult of  first  appearances? 

I  am  sure  that  there  exists  not  a  man 
or  woman  of  an  affectionate  and  generous 
nature,  who  would  not  much  rather 
blame  themselves,  than  blame  the  object 
of  their  esteem  and  tenderness  ;  and  I  am 
also  sure  that  there  is  no  feeling  so  difficult 
to  be  borne,  as  the  conscious  degradation 
in  one's  esteem,  of  the  object  one  has 
fondly  adored. 

Ella's  nature  was  afFecdonate,  was  ge- 
nerous ;  and  as  soon  as  she  could  suc- 
ceed in  exculpating  her  lover,  and  in- 
culpating herself,  much  of  her  agony 
subsided,  and  her  offended  pride,  her 
sense  of  injured  innocence,  lost  consider- 
ably of  their  power  to  distress  her. — *'  I 
exhibited  too  much  pride^  too  much  bad 

temper," 
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temper,"  she  said  to  herself, — "  I  should 
have  considered    the  disposition    of   the 
man,  and  made  allowances  for  it : — but 
he  will  return^  at  least  I  hope  he   will ; 
and    then,    painful  and   difficult,    in  my 
opinion  and  with  ray   conviction,  as  the 
task  will  be,  I  v.ill  disclose  the  whole  se- 
cret to  him,   and  satisfy  even   the  wildest 
of   his  jealous    apprehensions!"     These 
thoughts,  the^e  soothing  thoughts,  though 
at  first  they  fluctuated,  at  length  became 
stationary  and  uppermost  in  the  mind  of 
Ella ;    and    at    five   o'  clock    she    rose, 
dressed   for  dinner,    and  made  her  ap- 
pearance at  table.     But  her  swelled  eye- 
lids, her  pale  cheek,  and  her  abstracted 
air,  would  have  been  sufficient  of  them- 
selves to  convince  her  anxious  friends  that 
her  illness  was  of  the  mind,  not  the  body, 
had  they  not  been  informed  by  an  officer 
who  called  at  Bower  Wood,  that  he  had 
seen  Colonel  Vane  looking  very  ill,  and 

even 
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even  agitated  in  air  and  manner,  set  off 
for  London  in  the  mail-coach  that  day  at 
three,  and  that  he  had  told  him  he  did 
not  know  when  he  should  return. — With 
this  sudden  and  unexpected  departure  the 
guests  at  Bower  Wood  feared  that  Ella*s 
continuation  in  her  own  room  was  con- 
nected, and  as  soon  as  they  beheld  her 
they  felt  all  their  fears  confirmed. 

Ella  however  did  not  mention  Colonel 
Vane,  and  she  kept  up  her  spirits  by  the 
hope  that  she  should  either  see  him  or 
hear  from  him  before  the  evening ;  but 
when  nine  o'clock  arrived,  and  he  neither 
came  nor  sent,  her  fortitude  forsook  her, 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  she  could  attend 
to  or  answer  any  question  proposed  to 
her. — Mrs.  Belmont,  one  of  her  guests, 
seeing  her  absence  of  mind,  thought  that 
it  would  relieve  her  mind,  perhaps,  were 
she  to  have  an  opportunity  given  her  of 
talking  on  the  subject  that  oppressed  her. 

VOL.  II.  G  Accord. 
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Accordingly  she  said,  "So,  Colonel  Vane 
has  deserted  us  today  !** 

"  He  has,  indeed,  I  fear,"  replied 
Ella  blushing,  "  1  do  not  think  he  will 
come  now." 

"Come  now!"  cried  Mr.  Belmont. 
^'  No,  certainly  not — surely  you  know 
that  he  is  gone  to  London  ?" 

"To  London!"  faintly  exclaimed 
Ella  falling  back  in  her  chair,  and  fixing 
her  eyes  wildly  on  Mr.  Belmont,  who  gave 
as  succinctly  as  possible  the  intelligence 
he  had  received. — Without  speaking,  Ella 
inmiediately  took  a  candle,  and  running 
out  of  the  room  did  not  stop  till  she  once 
more  reached  her  own  apartment,  and, 
locking  herself  in,  gave  way  to  the  agony 
of  her  soul. — "  Gone  I  gone  indeed  / 
perhaps  never  to  return  !"  The  idea  was 
insupportable,  and  she  passed  the  night  in 
wretchedness  easier  to  be  imagined  than 
described. — But  the  next  morning  a  short 

but 
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but  refreshing  slumber  after  day-break 
brought  with  it  calmer  feelings  and  more 
soothing  thoughts. — If  Colonel  Vane  had 
ever  loved  her,  and  if  he  was  the  good  and 
honourable  man  she  thought  him,  he 
would  write  to  her  in  a  few  days,  or  he 
would  return  ;  and  as  the  sweetness  of  her 
temper,  aided  by  her  habitual  piety  and 
resignation,  led  her  on  principle  to  dwell 
on  the  bright  rather  than  the  gloomy  side 
of  her  prospects,  she  arose  resolved  not 
to  distress  her  companions  by  the  indul- 
gence of  grief  that  it  would  give  them 
pain  to  witness,  and  excite  in  them  a  fruit- 
less tormenting  wish  at  the  same  time  to 
remove. 

Colonel  Vane,  meanwhile,  was  arrived 
in  London,  after  a  journey  which,  as  he 
repented  of  it  during  the  greatest  part 
of  the  way,  was  therefore  of  the  most 
painful  and  disagreeable  nature. — And 
what  was  he  going  to  do  in  London? 
G  2  v/^at 
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what  had  he  gained  by  leaving  W- 


and  what  had  he  accomplished  ?  He  had 
contrived  by  so  doing  to  give  immediate 
publicity  to  his  rupture  with  Ella,  which, 
unless  it  was  really  to  be  eternal,  had 
better  not  have  been  known  at  all.  But 
was  it,  or  was  it  not,  an  eternal  rupture  ? 
Might  she  not  explain  every  thing  to  his 
satisfaction,  and  forgive  his  suspicions  ? — 
No  : — she  had  herself  dismissed  him, 
scornfully  dismissed  him,  desiring  never 
to  see  him  more^  and  refusing  to  answer 
any  interrogatories.  And  would  not  an 
innocent  woman,  proud,  and  indignant 
under  the  sense  of  injury,  have  acted  thus  ? 
But  then  could  a  guilty  woman  have  acted 
otherwise?  He  did  not  know  what  to 
think ;  and  so  lost  was  he  in  his  own  re- 
flections, that  the  mail-coach  had  reached 
the  inn-yard,  and  his  servant  had  asked 
him  several  times  whether  he  would  have 
a  hackney-coach  called,  before  he  recol- 
lected 
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lected  where  he  was,  and  was  capable  of 
giving  orders.  At  length  he  found  him- 
self seated  at  breakfast  at  a  coffee-house, 
and  had  next  to  consider  his  future  desti- 
nation. But  Ella  and  Bower  Wood,  the 
future  happiness  which  he  had  expected, 
and  the  present  which  he  had  so  recently 
enjoyed,  were  still  and  ever  present  to  his 
imagination,  and  he  found  that  he  could 
do  nothing  and  resolve  on  nothing  till  he 
had  written  to  Ella. — As  soon  as  he  had 
formed  this  resolution  his  mind  felt  re- 
lieved, and  his  letter  was  such  a  one  as 
must,  had  it  reached  the  place  of  its  de- 
stination, have  held  all  the  effect  which 
he  desired.  He  conjured  her  to  make  al- 
lowances for  his  disposition,  and  to  con- 
sider how  much  appearances  were  against 
her, — to  ask  her  own  heart  whether,  in 
their  circumstances,  she  v/as  not  to  blame 
in  having  a  secret  unconaded  to  him  ? — 
and  after  professions  of  the  fondest  and 

most 


J26       -APPf.ARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER. 

most  devoted  attachment,  he  conjured 
her,  if  she  still  loved  him,  or  if  she  had 
ever  loved  him,  or  if  she  had  even  com- 
mon humanity,  to  write  to  him  imme- 
diately,  and  explain  away  entirely,  if  she 
couldy — and  he  did  not  doubt  her  ability  to 
do  so, — the  causes  of  his  distress,  and  the 
grounds  of  the  anonymous  accusation. — 
If  she  did  this,  he  would  immediately  re- 
turn to  W — — ,  and  they  would  jointly 
endeavour  to  find  out  his  mischievous, 
b«it,  in  vsome  respects,  only  too  well  in- 
formed correspondent. 

Having  written  this  letter,  on  which, 
spite  of  all  his  manliness  and  all  his  ef- 
forts, a  tear  or  two  had  fallen,  Colonel 
Vane  unfortunately  gave  it  to  his  servant 
to  put  into  the  post-oiHce. — This  man 
happened,  on  his  way  thither,  to  meet  a 
former  fellow-servant  whom  he  had  not 
seen  for  some  time,  and  was  prevailed 
upon  to  go  to  a  public- houte  vvith  him. 

The 
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The  consequence  was,  that  having  been  up 
all  night  on  the  top  of  a  coach,  he  was 
very  soon  intoxicated ;  that  the  letter  was 
forgotten  ;  and  that,  after  accompanying, 
his  companion  to  different  ale-houses,  acd 
reeling  about  the   streets  in  almost  un- 
conscious inebriety,  he  did  not  reach  the 
coffee-house  where  his  master  had  takea 
up  his  abode  till  four  o'  clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  only  just  time  enough  to  go 
to  bed  and  sleep  off  the  fumes  of  intoxica- 
tion before  the  Colonel  returned  at  eleven 
©''clock  at  night.    Colonel  Vane  had  wan- 
dered  forth,    he  scarcely  cared  whither, 
till  he  found  himself  at  Grosvenor-gate, 
and  was  tempted  by  the   fineness  of  the 
morning,  a  clear  and  frosty  morning  in 
January,  to  walk  along  the  as  yet  lon-ily 
footpath  on  the  side  of  the  park.     Uni- 
formity of  n:iotion  is  certainly  in  unison 
with  the  sameness  of  incessant  uneasiness- 
on  one  subject,  and  Colonel  Vane  walked 

at 
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at  least  three  hours  at  the.  same  speed, 
backwards  and  forwards,  on  the  same 
spot,  unconscious  of  passing  objects  and 
of  the  lapse  of  time.  At  length,  how- 
ever,  his  attention  was  attracted  by  a  gen- 
tleman who,  with  his  hat  pulled  over  his 
eyes,  was  running  rather  than  walking  on 
the  opposite  path,  and  seemed  like  him- 
self, for  he  too  ran  to  and  fro  on  the  same 
spot,  to  be  too  much  absorbed  in  his  own 
feelings  to  attend  to  any  thing  external. 
The  appearance  of  cheerfulness,  if  it  had 
attracted,  would  not  have  fixed  the  atten- 
tion of  Colonel  Vane  at  such  a  moment ; 
but  there  was  a  something  almost  akin  to 
madness  in  the  restless  gait  of  this  man, 
that  irresistibly  drew  and  fixed  the  eyes 
of  the  colonel  upon  him ; — and  almost 
involuntarily  he  left  his  own  path  and 
crossed  him  on  his.  He  crossed  so  near 
him  that  the  gentleman  could  not  help 
starting,  and  as  he  did  so  their  eyes  met. 

The 


APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER.       129 

The  recognition  was  immediate  and  mu- 
tual, and  Colonel  Vane  found  that  the 
person  who  had  thus  interested  him  was  a 

Colonel  Rivers,   of  the  regiment, 

who  had  been  his  school-fellow,  whom  he 
had  ever  esteemed,  though  circumstances 
had  shaped  their  course  differently  in 
life,  and  whom  he  was  even  delighted  to 
see  again.  But  his  pleasure  was  soon 
damped  ;  for  Colonel  Rivers  wrung  his 
hand  in  a  sort  of  speechless  agony,  and 
burst  into  tears. 

"  Good  heavens !"  cried  Colonel  Vane, 
"  my  dear  Rivers,  what  can  this  mean  ? 
Are  T/ou,  too,  unhappy  ? " — It  was  some 
moments  before  Colonel  Rivers  could 
speak  with  sufficient  copjposure  to  inform 
him  that  his  wife,  whom  he  loved  with  the 
most  devoted  affection,  had  ever  since  her' 
last  lying-in  exhibited  symptoms  of  a  de- 
cline ;  that  though  she  was  not  likely  to  re- 
cover she  might  linger  many  months  ;  and 
G  5  that. 
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that  his  regiment  was  then  under  sailing 
orders  for  the  East  Indies. 

The  afflicted  generally  imagine  their 
own  sorrows  the  most  difficult  to  be 
borne,  and  are  jealous  of  their  supre- 
macy in  suffering.  But  Colonel  Vane 
felt  the  difference  of  an  affliction  without 
hope,  to  cne  which  hope  alleviated  :  he 
also  believed,  when  successive  years  had 
proved  '  the  wife  still  dearer  than  the 
bride,'  that  the  agony  of  eternal  separa- 
tion must  excel  every  other  species  of 
anguish  ;  and  that  Colonel  Rivers's  fare- 
well to  his  dying  wife  would  exhibit  the 
very  acme  of  human  trials. 

"  What  can  I  say  to  you,  my  dear 
Rivers  ?"  replied  Colonel  Vane,  affec- 
tionately pressing  the  arm  he  held,  "  I 
could  tell  you, 

*  Each  has  his  sufferings,  all  are  men 
Condemn'd  alike  to  groan ;' 

but 
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but  I  Gonceive  that  your  trial  is  beyond 
that  of  most  men — and  I  pity  you  from 
my  soul."— There  was  nothing  consola- 
tory certainly  in  this  speech,  in  one  sense 
of  the  word;  yet  Colonel  Rivers  felt 
soothed  by  it,  and  still  more  by  the  tone 
and  manner  in  which  it  was  uttered. — 
Here  was  a  man  who  acknowledged  the 
greatness  of  his  misery,  and  who  entered 
into,  who  understood  his  feelings! 

"  My  dear  Vane,"  said  Colonel  Rivers,, 
"  what  a  comfort  it  is  to  me  to  have  met 
you  r  If  you  can  forgive  the  selfishness 
that  dares  invite  you  to  the  house  of  sick- 
ness and  of  sorrow,  perhaps  you  will- 
spend  the  day  with  me  r" 

"  Most  gladly,"  replied  Colonel  \^ane ; 
while  his  friend  little  thought  that  at  that 
moment  the  house  of  mourning  had  more 
charms  for  him  than  the  house  of  gladness. 

"  My  poor  Sophia  will  be  glad  to  see  - 
you,  Vane,"  said  Colonel  Rivers,  "  she 

is 
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is  better  in  an  evening — ^indeed  quite  her- 
self— but  her  nights  are  dreadful.  I  had 
not  my  clothes  off  last  night,  and  sitting 
up  had  made  me  so  chilly  and  uncom- 
fortable, that  I  came  to  take  a  run  in  the 
park  in  order  to  warm  and  rouse  my- 
self, and  also  to  combat  painful  feelings. 
You  remember  Sophia,  Vane  ?  'T  was 
soon  after  we  married  we  saw  you  ia 
town." 

"  Remember  her !  I  do  indeed — she  is 
not  a  woman  to  be  forgotten,  Rivers ;  I 
thought  her  a  pattern  of  female  loveliness^ 
mild,  modest,  delicate! '* 

*'  And  to  think  that  I  must  lose  her. 
Vane!" 

"  But  is  there  no  hope  r" And  im- 
mediately Colonel  Rivers,  though  pro- 
fessing that  his  hopes  were  over,  con- 
vinced Colonel  Vane,  by  the  favourable 
symptoms  he  enumerated,  that  he  did  at 
times  flatter  himself  that,    at  least  if  he 

could 
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could  Stay  with  her,  she  might  struggle 
through.  But  the  idea  of  his  departure, 
and  in  order  to  go  into  a  service  of  actual 
danger,  if  he  survived  the  voyage,  was 
more  than  her  present  weakness  could 
bear  up  against,  and  the  hour  of  his  bid- 
ding her  farewell  would  probably  be  the 
signal  of  her  dissolution. 

"  Horrible!"  exclaimed  Colonel  Vane 
with  great  emotion.  "  Spare  me,  dear 
Rivers,  I  cannot  bear  it !"  And  Colonel 
Vane  did  not  speak  again  till  they  reached 
Colonel  Rivers's  house.  He  found  his 
wife  in  a  quiet  sleep,  the  first  of  many 
days  ;  and  the  feeling  of  hope  which  it 
excited,  restored  to  him  some  of  his  usual 
cheerfulness ;  and  he,  though  evidently 
Colonel  Vane  did  not,  enjoyed  the  hours 
which,  no  longer  claimed  by  affectionate 
solicitude,  were  given  to  the  enjoyments 
of  friendly  converse.  But  Rivers  soon 
saw  that  his  friend  endured  rather  than 

relished 
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relished  conversation,  ana  that  his  look 
was  that  of  abstraction ;  and  as  he  had 
heard  of  his  attachment  and  engage- 
ment, he  feared,  though  he  v\as  too  de- 
•licate  to  mention  the  subject,  that  Colonel 
Vane's  unhappiness  proceeded  from  that 
quarter. 

Though  Colonel  Rivers  talked  of  sub- 
jects quite  foreign  to  his  own  distresses, 
be  frequently  recurred  to  them  again,  and 
he  mentioned  wiih  great  anguish  his  ina- 
bility to  negotiate  an  exchange  which  he 
had  once  hopes  of  doing  ;  and  as  he  said 
this,  he  saw  almost  with  alarm  a  sort  of 
wild  expression  pass  over  the  countenance 
of  Colonel  Vane,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  started  from  his  seat,  and  walked  with 
rapid  strides  across  the  room.  They  w^ere 
called  at  tea-time  to  the  dressing-room  of 
the  invalid,  who,  being  informed  that 
Colonel  Vane  was  with  her  husband, 
earnestly   desired  to  see   him,    and  had 

caused 
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caused  herself  to  be  dressed  and  seated  in 
her  great  chair  to  await  his  visit. 

Colonel  Vane's  heart  beat  with  agita- 
tion, spite  of  himself,  at  the  idea  of  seeing 
the  woman  whom  he  had  last  seen  in  all 
the  pride  of  youth,  beauty,  and  happiness, 
now  struggling  with  a  mortal  disease,  and 
agonizing  that  heart  of  which  she  had 
then  been  only  the  hope  and  the  delight. 
Bat  he  saw  little  change  in  her  appearance, 
the  close  dress  of  sickness  hid  its  ravages, 
— it  was  her  hand  alone,  thin,  and  nearly 
transparent,  that  betrayed  her  real  situa- 
tion, and  contradicted  the  brilliancy  of 
her  colour,  and  the  lustre  of  her  eyes. — 
Fever  not  only  lighted  up  her  features, 
but  gave  playfulness  to  her  conversation ; 
and  she  seemed,  w^hile  approaching  appa- 
rently to  the  verge  of  death,  like  a  bird  of 
beautiful  plumage  hovering  over  a  dark 
and  deep  abyss.  While  she  was  thus 
amusing  herself  by  conversing,  and  alarm- 
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ing  while  she  entertained  her  husband  and 
his  friend,  who  listened  to  her  with  '  fear- 
ful joy/  Colonel  Rivers  was  called  out  of 
the  room  on  business,  and  Colonel  Vane 
left  with  the  invalid. 

"  Come  nearer  to  me,"  said  she,  *'  I 
wish  to  speak  seriously  to  you.  This  is 
a  sad  business,  Colonel  Vane, — I  mean 
my  poor  husband's  not  being  able  to  effect 
an  exchange; — for  it  will  be  the  death 
of  me,  I  know,  though  I  do  not  tell 
him  so  because  it  would  distress  him.  I 
should  get  well  if  he  could  but  stay  and 
nurse  me, — of  that  I  am  sure  ;  for  ever 
since  he  got  leave  of  absence,  and  came 
to  me,  I  have  been  so  much  better !  It  is 
so  different,  you  know,  to  be  watched  by 
eyes  that  love  one,  and  to  be  waited  upon 
by  the  hand  of  affection !  I  protest  that 
the  medicines  1  have  received  from  my 
poor  William,  have  had  more  effect  than 
any  I  took  before  he  came,  and  the  food 

which 
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which  he  cut  for  me  has  been  more  nou- 
rishing.— You  smile,  Colonel  Vane,  (he 
did  smile,  but  it  was  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,)  but  I  assure  you  all  this  is  true — 
.and  then  I  sleep  better  when  I  know  he  is 
near  to  watch  my  slumbers,  and  that  my 
eyes  when  I  awake  will  open  on  his." 

The  egotism  of  the  sick  and  the  dying  is 
as  interesting  in  proportion  as  that  of  other 
people  is  wearisome  and  disgusting ;  and 
Colonel  Vane  listened  with  respectful  and 
affectionate  attention  to  the  incessant  vo- 
lubility of  this  amiable  sufferer,  while 
every  word  which  she  uttered  relative  to 
the  exchange,  and  her  assertion  that  her 
death  would  be  the  certain  consequence 
of  her  husband's  departure,  sunk  deep 
into  his  memory,  laying  up  a  store  for  fu- 
ture consideration. 

"  Oh !  Colonel  Vane,"  continued  Mrs. 
Rivers,  ''  Rivers  has  been  the  very  breath 
of  Hfe  to  ine  from  my  earliest  days. — We 

have 


ISS        APPEARANCE   IS  AGAINST  HER. 

have  loved  each  other  from  childhood! 
and  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever 
looked  with  complacency  on  any  man's 
face  but  his,  or  known  pleasure  from  the 
attention  of  any  other  of  his  sex*.  I  ne- 
ver bought  even  a  ribband  without  con- 
sulting him  : — when  present  with  me,  I 
never  saw  any  one  but  William  :  when 
absent,  his  eye,  like  to  the  eye  of  the  deity, 
seemed  still  upon  me ;  and  I  never  spoke, 
or  looked,  or  acted,  but  as  I  fancied  he 
would  direct  or  approve." 

"  Angelic  woman  !  *'  cried  Colonel 
Vane,  kissing  with  a  sort  of  reverence  her 
meagre,  burning  hand,  "  would  that  I 
could  have  been  loved  thus !" 

"  Doubt  not  but  you  will  be  so  loved," 

*  Ou'  11  est  digHC  d'  envie  le  sort  de  la  fe-inme 
qui  peut  avoir  ainsi  conserve  la  plus  piirfalte  iiniie 
dans  sa  destinee,  et  n'emporte  an  tombeau  qu*un 
souvenir  I  c'est  assez  pour  une  vie." 

CoRiNNE,  vol.  i.  p.  228. 
replied 
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replied  Mrs.  Rivers  smiling,  "  if  you 
have  made  a  proper  choice, — for  so  do  all 
virtuous  women  love." 

At  this  moment  Colonel  Rivers  re- 
turned for  a  few  minutes ;  and  as  Colonel 
Vane  remarked  the  look  of  confiding  and 
even  exclusive  tenderness  v/hich  she  gave 
him,  his  pity  amounted  to  anguish  at  the 
thought  that  his  friend  must  soon  behold 
that  look  no  more,  and  he  was  forced  to 
turn  to  the  window  to  conceal  his  emo- 
tion.— When  he  was  again  left  alone  with 
Mrs.  Rivers,  for  Colonel  Rivers  was  forced 
to  leave  them  for  a  few  minutes  more, 
he  saw  that  the  exaltation  of  disease 
A\'as  over,  and  that  it  was  succeeded  by 
its  languor  and  lowness. — "Oh,  Colonel 
Vane  !*'  said  she,  "  remember,  if  love  like 
ours  has  its  pleasures,  it  has  also  its  pangs  I 
and  think  that  in  proportion  to  the  happi- 
ness of  our  existence  together,  will  be  the 
agony  of  our   parting. — O  that  parting  ! 

And 
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And  to  undergo  it  when  I  am  certain,  if 
William  could  but  stay  with  me,  he  would 
save  my  life!" — As  she  said  this.  Colonel 
Rivers  entered  unperceived  ;  and  the  ago- 
ny into  which  her  words  threw  him  was 
so  great,  and  gave  birth  to  a  scene  so  ten- 
der and  so  distressing,  that  Colonel  Vane 
vowed  within  hi.nself,  if  Ella's  answer  to 
his  letter  was  not  satisfactory,  and  did  not 
prove  beyond  dispute  that  her  happiness 
depended  on  a  union  with  him,  he  would 
offer  himself  in  exchange  for  his  friend, 
and  brave  the  united  dangers  of  battle 
and  of  climate. — But  he  justly  considered, 
that  he  had  no  right  to  sport  with  the  hap- 
piness of  Ella,  and  that  it  was  only  as  a  free 
and  disengaged  man  he  could  with  pro- 
priety take  the  place  of  Colonel  Rivers, 
and  do  all  in  his  power  to  save  from  dis- 
solution an  union  at  once  the  object  of  his 
envy  and  admiration. 

With  these  feelings,  these  convictions, 

and 
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and  these  resolves,  he  returned  to  his  ho- 
tel. His  servant  was  only  just  risen  and 
drest  when  he  returned.  "  You  put  that 
letter  in  the  post,  I  hope,  James  ? "  said 
Colonel  Vane. 

"  Letter,  sir  1  O  dear,  yes, — certainly, 
sir  ;"  was  the  answer  : — but  then  and 
only  then  had  James  recollected  there 
w^as  such  a  letter, — and  he  felt  first  in 
one  pocket,  then  in  another, — but  no 
letter  was  there,  nor  in  his  waistcoat 
pocket,  nor  on  the  bed,  nor  by  the  bed- 
side : — in  short,  the  letter  was  lost,  he 
knew  not  how, — or  whether,  before  he 
was  drunk,  or  while  he  was  so,  he  had 
really  put  it  into  the  post-ofEce. — If  not, 
and  if  he  really  had  dropt  it  in  the  street, 
he  trusted  that  some  one  would  pick  it  up 
and  carry  it  to  the  oirice. — But  he  flatter- 
ed himself: — the  letter  remained  where 
it  was  lost ;  and  as  James  was  not  honest 
enough  to  own  his  carelessness  to  his  mas- 
ter. 
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ter,  Colonel  Vane  kept  wondering  from 
day  to  day  that  Ella  did  not  answer  his 
letter  ;  while  Ella  was  feeling  equal  won- 
der that  he  did  not  write. — Yes,  Ella 
from  day  to  day  was  watching,  vainly 
watching,  for  the  arrival  of  the  post:  and 
though  with  that  absence  of  selfishness 
which  distinguished  her,  she  struggled 
to  conceal  her  wretchedness  from  her 
guests,  they  easily  perceived  that  her  laugh 
was  without  mirth,  and  her  smile  was 
without  serenity. 

"While  Ella  v/as  thus  a  prey  to  unavail- 
ing anxiety,  she  received  a  summons  from 
her  lav/yer  to  repair  to  London  on  busi- 
ness, as  she  was  now  of  age,  and  her  pre- 
sence was  necessary  in  order  to  sign  some 
papers.  The  occupation  of  business  and 
change  of  scene  could  not  have  occurred 
at  a  more  fortunate  moment ;  and  as 
Ella's  London  guests  were  on  the  eve  of 
returning  to  the  metropolis,  her  journey 

was 


APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER.        143 

was  rendered  as  pleasant  as  it  could  be  in 
her  distressed  state  of  mind,  by  their  pro- 
tection and  society  ;  and  in  London  she 
might  hope  to  hear  or  see  something  of 
Colonel  Vane.  Thither,  therefore,  she 
repaired  full  of  anxious  expectation,  leav- 
ing strict  orders  to  have  all  letters  sent 
after  her  to  the  house  of  her  solicitor, — 
But  from  the  first  hour  of  her  journey  to 
the  last,  Ella,  as  long  as  there  was  light 
to  distinguish  objects,  looked  eagerly  from 
the  windows  of  the  carriage,  fancying 
every  horseman  was  Colonel  Vane,  or  that 
every  chaise  or  mail-coach  contained  him. 
She  was  under  the  same  delusion  as  she 
drove  along  the  streets  of  the  metropolis : 
her  fancy  pictured  still  the  imkge  which 
her  eyes  pined  to  behold,  till  the  carriage 
stopped  in  Russel-square,  and  she  found 
herself  welcomed  by  her  solicitor  and  his 
family. 

Colonel  Vane  during  this  time  was  as 

anxiously 


144      APPEARANCE   IS  AGAINST   HER. 

anxiously  waiting  the  appearance  of  the 
general  postman  in  the  street  of  his  hotel : 
but  a  fortnight  had  now  elapsed,  and  he 
had  nearly  convinced  himself  Ella  was 
silent  because  she  could  not,  dared  not 
tell  the  truth  :  in  short,  he  construed  her 
silence  into  a  proof  of  guilt,  and  was  re- 
solved, as  his  life  was  of  no  value  now  to 
any  one,  that  he  would  offer  himself  in  the 
place  of  Colonel  Rivers,  and  at  every  risk 
to  his  own  life  endeavour  to  save  that  of 
perhaps  the  only  estimable  wife  (his  mo- 
ther  excepted)  whom  he  had  ever  known, 
and  who  was  really  seemingly  better  from, 
as  she  declared,  the  watchful  attention  of 
her  husband. — "  But  I  will  not  be  hasty  ; 
I  will  wait  a  day  or  two  longer  ;  she  may 
be  ill!"  and  as  this  thought  came  over 
his  mind,  a  flood  of  tenderness  over- 
whelmed his  soul,  and  he  felt  that  to  quit 
England  and  Ella  perhaps  for  ever,  was  an 
effort  beyond  his  power  to  make. — Colo- 
nel 
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nel  Rivers  had  now,  by  the  advice  of  her 
physician,  borne  his  drooping  wife  to  the 
milder  air  of  Devonshire;  and  Col.  Vane, 
deprived  of  their  society,  which  enabled  him 
to  fly  from  the  agonies  of  his  mind,  was 
now  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  theatre  m 
order  to  escape  from  himself — -when  lo  !  as 
he  had  once  before  done,  he  beheld  the 
woman  whose  image  was  ever  present  to 
his  thoughts,  and  whom  he  had  so  lately 
fondly  fancied  ill  both  in  mind  and  body 
from  his  sudden  desertion,  comfortably 
seated  in  the  dress-boxes,  and  surrounded 
by  smiling  women  and  attentive  men ! 
True,  Ella  looked  pale,  ill,  and  almost  de- 
jected ;  but  her  dress  was  studied  and 
elegant,  and  the  passing  scenes  on  the  stage 
seemed  capable,  when  her  companions  al- 
lowed her  to  attend  to  them,  of  attracting 
her  attention  and  beguiling  her  of  a  smile. 
— Could  he  attend  ?  could  he  smile  ? 
No,  no; — he  felt  too  acutely  to  be  so 
VOL.  II.  H  easily 


14G.      APPEARANCL  IS  AGAINST  HER. 

easily  stolen  from  himself ! — But  she  felt 
nothing  ;  and  she  could  hasten  to  the  me- 
tropolis for  the  purposes  of  amusement ! 

Thus  unjustly  did  he  judge  of  Ella  from 
appearances  which  were  as  much  against, 
himself ;  for,  had  she  discovered  him  at 
the  play,  might  she  not  as  reasonably  have 
attributed  his  journey  to  London,  and  his 
visit  to  the  theatre,  to  the  desire  of  enter- 
tainment and  a  love  of  pleasure  ? 

While  he  was  thus  thinking,  and  gazing 
on  Ella  the  whole  time  with  looks  "  more 
in  sorrow  than  in  anger,"  envying  and 
hating  at  the  same  time  a  very  handsome 
youth  who  w^as  continually  leaning  down 
to  speak  to  Ella,  and  evidently  uncon- 
scious of  the  presence  of  any  one  but 
herself, — a  young  man  whom  he  scarcely 
knew  entered  into  conversation  with  him, 
and,  being  vain  of  his  knowledge  of  great 
people,  was  officiously  pointing  out  the 
box  of  Lord  this,  and  Lady  such-an-one  y 

adding, 
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adding,  "  His  lordship  is  a  charming  man, 
1  have  the  honour  to  know  him  well :" — 
or,  "  Ker  ladyship  is  the  most  delightful 
of  women,  and  an  example  to  her  sex. — • 
But  there,  Colonel  Vane,  in  that  box  is  a 
lady  of  a  different  description,"  pointing 
to  the  private  box  in  which  was  Ella,^ 
"  that  is  a  very  fine  woman,  though 
somewhat  passee  both  in  face  and  reputa- 
tion— Lady  Harriet  Bentham." 

"  Lady  Harriet  Bentham!*'  exclaimed 
Colonel  Vane,  thrown  off  his  guard  ;  "  I 
protest  so  it  is  ! " — And  Ella  was  at  the 
play  with  a  Lady  Harriet  Bentham  ! 

"  Yes,  sir,"  resumed  the  young  man, 
"  there  is  Lady  Harriet,  and  with  her  Miss 
Mordaunt  the  great  heiress,  as  usual," 

"  As  usual,  sir  ? — What  do  you  mean 
by  that?" 

"  Just  what  the  words  import,  Colonel; 

— that  Miss  Mordaunt  is  very  frequently 

with  Lady  Harriet  Bentham,  whose  hus- 

H  2  band's 
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band's  nephew,  that  pretty  young  man, 
is  desperately  in  love  with  Miss  Mordaunt ; 
and  it  has  long  been  supposed  it  will  be  a 
match." 

A  dagger  would  have  given  less  pain  to 
Colonel  Vane  than  this  speech  : — but 
surely  it  could  not  be  true  : — if  Ella  had 
long  known  Lady  Harriet,  he  must  have 
heard  her  say  so  : — or,  perhaps,  conscious 
that  he  would  disapprove  her  having  such 
an  acquaintance,  she- concealed  her  know- 
ledge of  her  carefully  from  him  ;  for  she 
had  proved  that  she  could  hide  secrets 
from  the  man  she  professed  to  adore  and 
meant  to  marry  !  Alas !  when  confidence 
is  once  destroyed  between  the  lover  and 
the  mistress,  the  husband  or  the  wife,  it 
is  incredible  what  impossible  things  they 
will  not  believe  of  each  other,  and  never 
never  is  confidence  once  weakened,  to  be 
restored  to  its  primitive  strength. 

"  But  are  you  sure^  sir,  that  Miss  Mor- 
daunt 


APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER.       149 

daunt  is,  or  has  been,  much  with  Lady 
Harriet  Bentham  ? " 

"  Why,  really,  sir,"  replied  the  young 
man  pertly^  piqued  at  having  his  know- 
ledge in  a  certain  way  doubted,  "  I  think 
I  must  know,  as  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
rather  high  in  her  ladyship's  good  graces  ; 
and  at  Malvern  and  Chelcenhani  both  I 
have  seen  Miss  Mordaunt  I  am  sure,  un- 
less  I  am  losing  my  memory,  under  Lady 
Harriet's  protection." 

Colonel  Vane  at  hearing  this  started  up 
and  almost  gasped  for  breath, — "  What  !'* 
said  he  to  himself,  "  and  have  I  been  on 
the  point  of  marrying  the  companion,  the 
protegee,  the  pupil  probably,  of  Lady  Har- 
riet Bentham  ? — Now  then  I  can  believe 
any  thing  ;  and  now  I  can  with  pleasure 
resign  her  to  that  grinning  fool  yonder ; 
for  I  would  sooner  perish  than  take  for 
my  wife  the  intimate  of  Lady  Harriet 
Bentham. — No  no  ;  and  her  sight  is  be- 
come 
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come  hateful  to  me. — One  look  more,  and 
the.n,  fascinating  but  destruciivc,  fatal  wo- 
man, farewell  for  ever  ! " — He  did  gaze  on 
her  once  more  j  and  making  a  great  ef- 
fort, he  then  rushed  out  of  the  box  and 
returned  to  his.hoteh 

Who  can  calculate  on  the  mischiefs 
resulting  from  the  weak  boastings  of  va- 
nity, uttered  by  impudence  and  supported 
by  falsehood  ?  Who  can  say  to  what 
degradation  to  oneself,  or  destruction 
to  another,  the  indulgence  of  vanity  may 
not  lead  ?  It  may  only  be  weakness  in 
the  first  instance  j  in  the  second  it  may 
be  vice. — This  Mathews  only  began  with 
(he  paltry  \Ubh  of  raising  himself  in  Co- 
lonel Vane's  eyes,  by  shov.ing  that  he 
,was  known  to  the  noble  and  the  fashion- 
able; but  he  ended  in  absolute  false- 
hood, as  soon  as  he  fancied  that  know- 
ledge questioned ; — for  he  never  saw 
Miss  Mordaunt  with  Lady  Harriet  either 

at 
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at  Malvern  or  Cheltenham,  though  he  had 
seen  her  there  with  Mrs.  Anne  Mor* 
daunt:  and  the  real  fact  was,  that  Ella 
had  never  till  that  evening  beheld  Lad^ 
Harriet.  But  who  Was  this  Vv-oman,  \vith 
whom  a  man  like  Colonel  Vane,  liice 
and  rigid  in  his  ideas  of  propriety,  would 
not  allow  his  wife  in  any  degVee  to  asset- 
date .? — She  was  an  earl's  daughter,  but 
the  wife  of  a  private  gentleman ;  and  no 
woman  ever  perliaps  practised  more  scru- 
pulously the  christian  rule  of  "  Do  as 
you  would  be  done  by."    '      • 

Mr.  Bentham  was  rich,  therefore  she 
married  him  ;  he  was  weak  and  timiif, 
therefore  he  indulged  her;  he  had  his 
vices,  and  consequently  from  a  principle 
of  justice  he  pardoned  hers : — and  as  he 
well  knew,  that  if  he  continued  to  live 
with  her,  even  virtuous  women  of  unble- 
mished reputation  would,  for  her  rank's 
sake,  continue  to  do  the  same,  he  oblig- 
ingly 
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ingly  resolved  to  take  all  her  conduct  in 
^ood  part ;  for  the  countenance  of  a  hus- 
t)and  to  a  wife  is  like  the  cover  of  a  se- 
i:retary  of  state,  and  franks  any  rubbish 
through  the  post-office  of  society  that 
stands  in  nee<l  of  its  assistance. 

Lady  Harriet  acted  up  to  the  holy 
principle  I  have  before  mentioned,  by 
showing  to  the  tender  vs^eakness€s  of  other 
women  that  indulgence  which  she  required 
for  her  own.  Hence  her  house,  a  house 
consisting  of  various  apartments,  was  al- 
ways at  the  service  of  her  friends,  whether 
for  the  single  tete-a-tete,  or  the  supper 
consisting  of  many  tete-a  tetes,  or  under- 
stood arrangements,  or  the  busy  crowd 
so  favourable  to  conscious  lovers,  or  the 
dinner,  to  present  admiring  strangers  to 
each  other  and  facilitate  the  means  of 
more  intimate  and  frequent  meetings. — 
Amiable  benevolence !  generous  consi- 
deration for   the   kind-hearted   of    both 

sexes  I 


lexes!  Bat  Colonel  Vane  was  not  of  a 
huaiour  to  regard  this  virtue  in  Lady  Har- 
riet with  any  thing  like  complacence ; 
and  while  he  reflected  on  her  convenient 
friendship,  and  still  more  convenient  man- 
sion, one  cannot  blame  him  for  thinking 
with  aversion  of  marrying  the  protegee  of 
Lady  Harriet,  and  for  feeling  the  warning 
in  the  anonymous  letters  as  being  in  reality 
the  warning  of  a  friend. — He  walked  to 
his  hotel  in  agonies  that  almost  deprived 
him  of  the  power  of  exertion  ;  while  the 
contemptible  being  who  had  occasioned 
them  was  saying  to  some  of  his  acquaint- 
ance who  entered  the  box  where  he  sat, 
it  was  p'ty  they  had  not  come  sooner, 
that  he  might  have  presented  them  to  his 
friend  the  celebrated  Colonel  Vane,  who 
was  just  gone. 

After  a  night  of  anguish,  yet  of  firm, 

well  founded  resolves.  Colonel  Vane  arose 

very  late  in  the  day,  determined  to  write 

II  5  to 
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to  Ella  once  more  ;  and.  In  bidding  her  a 
last  farewell,  conjure  her.  If  she  wished  to 
keep  only  the  reinnant  of  reputation,  to 
break  off  all  acquaintance  with  Lady  Har- 
riet Bentham.  And  while  preparing  to  put 
his  design  in  execution- the  post  brought 
him  a  letter  from  Colonel  Rivers,  written 
in  a  state  nearly  of  distraction  ; — for  it 
informed  him  the  purser  was  already  gone 
to  Portsmouth,  and  he  was  on  the  eve  of 
murdering  his  adored  wife  by  bidding  her 
a  last  adieu  1 — "  Not  so,  Rivers,  not  so  1*' 
exclaimed  Colonel  Vane  nearly  choked 
by  emotion.  "  I  will  go — yes,  I  ivill  go  to 
the  War-office  this  instant ;"  and  he  Im- 
mediately set  off.  As  he  passed  through 
Bond- street,  the  carriage  of  Lady  Harriet 
Bentham  passed  him,  and  in  it  he  beheld 
her  ladyship,  Ella,  and  the  nephew  of 
Mr.  Bentham  :  the  latter  listening  with  a 
blushing  cheek,  downcast  eye,  and  pleased 
expression  of  countenance^  as  he  thought, 

to 
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to  this  supposed  rival.  "  It  is  enough,  it  is 
enough,"  said  he  to  himself.  "  No  no — 
I  have  no  regrets  now,  and  welcome  India, 
welcome  years  of  banishment  I'* 

He  vi^ent  to  the  War-office,  preferred 
his  petition  to  take  the  place  of  Colonel 
Vane,  and  it  was  willingly  accepted.  As 
soon  as  the  business  was  settled,  Colonel 
Vane  ordered  a  postchaise  and  four,  and 
travelling  all  night  arrived  at  Sidmouth 
late  the  next  day. — liat  late  as  it  was,  he 
would  not,  since  he  had  such  good  nev>'s 
to  communicate,  delay  seeing  Colonel  Ri- 
vers till  morning.  He  therefore  instantly 
repaired  to  his  lodgings,  endeavouring  to 
forget  the  misery  he  had  experienced  on. 
the  road,  in  the  benevolent  pleasure  which 
he  felt  that  moment,  and  to  lose  all  sense 
of  his  own  blighted  prospects  in  the  re- 
vived ones  of  his  friend  and  his  truly  va- 
luable wife.  When  he  applied  2X  the 
tied-up  knocker  to  the  door,  he  felt  almost 

choked 
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choked  with  emotion  ;  but  that  Mrs.  Ri- 
vers still  survived  he  learnt,  or  fancied  he 
might  conclude,  from  the  knocker's  being 
still  muffled.  If  so^  he  came  perhaps  to 
save  her  life,  at  least  to  lengthen  it ;  and 
it  was  in  a  scarcely  audible  voice  that  he 
inquired  whether  Colonel  Rivers  was  at 
home. 

"  He  is,  sir,"  replied  the  servant  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  "  but  he  can  see  no 
one;  for  he  goes  to  Portsmouth  to-morrow, 
and  we  fear, my  poor  mistress  will  hardly 
survive  his  going." 

"  I  must  see  him,  however ;  and  I  am 
sure  he  will  see  me,"  replied  Colonel  Vane 
in  a  voice  scarcely  articulate. — "  Tell  him 
his  friend  Colonel  Vane  is  here." 

The  man  replied  by  a  look  of  incredu- 
lity, but  immediately  went  to  his  m.aster. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Rivers  heard  who 
was  below,  he  came  down  to  welcome  him, 
"  My  dear  Vane,"  said  he,  "  this  is  kind : 

I  know 
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I  know  you  come  to  support  in  her  great 
trial  my  poor  dying——"  He  could  say 
no  more,  while  Colonel  Vane  had  wrung 
his  hand,  had  suppressed  his  rising  sobs 
innumerable  times,  before  he  could  arti- 
culate one  word,  though  that  word  was 
to  raise  Colonel  Rivers  from  despondency 
to  hope,  from  positive  misery  to  compa- 
rative happiness.  At  length,  however,  he 
said,  "  No,  Rivers,  I  am  not  come  for 
the  purpose  you  mention — for  your  wife 
has  no  such  trial  to  undergo.  I  come  to 
tell  you  that  I  have  procured  an  exchange 
for  you,  and  your  substitute  sets  off  to- 
morrow morning,  in  your  place,  for 
Portsmouth!" 

Colonel  Rivers  was  for  a  moment  too 
much  overwhelmed  to  be  able  to  speak, 
as  much  overcome  by  joy  as  he  was  be- 
fore by  sorrow ;  but  wheil  he  could  speak, 
he  could  hardly  find  words  strong  enough 
to  thank   Colonel   Vane   for   the   great 

trouble 
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trouble  which  he  knew  he  must  have 
taken  to  do  him  so  great  and  difficult  a 
service.  "  And  now,  then/*  added  he, 
"  you  must  do  me  another — you  must 
break  the  glad  tidings  to  Sophia;  for  I  am 
too  much  agitated  to  do  it,  and  should 
alarm  her.'*  He  then  led  the  way ;  while 
Colonel  Vane  joyfully  anticipated  the  gra- 
tification, a  gradfication  for  which  he  had 
paid  very  dear,  of  witnessing  the  happi- 
ness which  he  had  done  so  much  to  insure. 

"  Sophia,"  said  Colonel  Rivers,  "  here 
is  our  friend  Vane,  our  best  friend,  our 
friend  indeed!**  Mrs.  Rivers  raised  her 
head,  and,  fixing  her  dim  eyes  on  Co* 
lonel  Rivers,  replied,  "  V7hy  did  you 
leave  me  ?  I  can  ill  spare  you  one  moment 
of  the  few  that  remain  for  me,  even  to 
Colonel  Vane.*' 

"  You  hear  h^ !  **  cried  Colonel  Rivers, 
and  rushed  out  of  the  room. 

*•  There,  now  he  is  gone  again  !'*  ex- 
claimed 
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claimed  Mrs.  Rivers  :  "  it  is  very  cruel  in 
him ;  for  you  know,  Colonel  Vane,  ws 
are  to  part  to-morrow  for  ever  !" 

"  1  hope  not,  I  trust  not,  I  am  sure  not,*' 
replied  Colonel  Vane,  taking  her  moist 
hand  in  his,  "  I  trust  you  will  pass  many 
happy  years  together  yet."  Mrs.  Rivers 
turned  her  large  expressive  eyes  on  him  as 
he  spoke,  as  if  to  reproach  him  with  mock- 
ery of  her  situation.  Colonel  Vane  could 
not  endure  the  look ;  and  leaning  his 
head  against  the  side  of  her  chair,  "  For- 
give me,"  he  said,  "  but  emotion,  emo- 
tion of  a  most  pleasant  nature,  overcomes 
me. — Mrs,  Rivers^  you  have  as  yet  borne 
up  against  affliction  ;  can  you,  do  you 
think,  support  the  emotions  of  joy?" 

"  Joy  1"  she  answered,  seizing  his  arm 
and  gazing  on  him  as  if  &he  would  read 
his  soul,  "  Joy  !  can  there  be  any  joy  for 
me  now  ? — Did  I  not  tell  you  he  was  to 
leave  me  to-morrow  ?" 

'*Bat 
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''  But  suppose  he  is  not  to  leave  you 
for  days,  or  weeks,  or  perhaps  months  ?*' 

*'  And  is  it  so  ?*'  she  exclaimed  with  a 
scream  of  exultation. 

"  Yes, — an  exchange   has   been    ef- 
fected, and  /go  instead  of  him  to  India !  " 

It  was  impossible  for  nature,  weakened, 
as  hers  had  been,  to  support  this  sudden 
and  overwhelming  joy;  and  when  Colonel 
Rivers  re-entered  the  room,  on  Colonel 
Vane's  calling  for  help,  he  found  his  wife 
fainted  in  Colonel  Vane's  arms.  But  life 
was  not  long  suspended, — she  revived  to 
meet  those  eyes  of  love  fixed  on  her, 
which  she  feared  she  was  soon  to  meet  no 
more ; — and  in  a  transport  of  holy  joy  and 
gratitude,  if  I  may  so  apply  the  term,  this 
woman,  whose  eyes  had  never  rested  on 
any  man  but  her  husband,  or  seen  any 
one  beside  him  in  the  creation,  now  threw 
her  arm  round  the  neck  of  Colonel  Vane, 
and  pressed  her  tearful  cheek  to  his. 

"  Rivers,'' 
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"  Rivers/'  said  she,  "  how  can  we 
thank  him  ?" 

"  No  better  than  by  letting  him  witness 
the  happiness  he  has  conferred." 

"  But  oh  !  to  think  that  he  must  leave 
us  so  soon,  and  go  where  he  is  going !" 

''  What  is  all  this  ? ''  replied  Colonel 
Rivers :  "  you  surely  will  stay  with  us  a 
few  days  V 

"  How  can  I  ?  The  purser  is  on  board, 
and  I  must  go  at  dawn  ; — for  it  is  /  who 
go  instead  of  you,  Rivers  !  '* 

I  will  not  lengthen  my  story  unnecessa- 
rily by  describing  what  Colonel  Rivers 
felt  and  said,  nor  how  little  the  unhappy 
disappointment  which  Colonel  Vane  had 
met  with,  and  which  he  honestly  confessed 
made  ail  scenes  alike  to  him,  was  able  to 
reconcile  him  to  the  idea  that  for  his  sake 
Colonel  Vane  was  going  to  encounter 
danger  in  various  shapes,  and  that  his 
happiness  was  purchased  at  so  dear  a  rate. 

But 
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But  Colonel  Vane's,  departure  would 
probably  save  his  beloved  wife,  and  she 
was  certainly  dearer  than  his  benefactor. 

"  But  to  business,  Rivers,"  said  Colo- 
nel Vane  :  "I  shall  leave  you  a  list  of  the 
things  I  shall  want  to  be  sent  afier  me ; 
and  your  outfit  of  linen,  &c.,  as  we  are 
almost  of  the  same  size,  w^ill  serve 
me  on  the  voyage." — To  be  brief: — at 
dawn  Colonel  Vane  set  off  on  his  journey, 
with  a  mind  supported  and  cheered  by  a 
consciousness  of  the  good  he  had  proba- 
bly secured  to  two  most  amiable  beings, 
and  followed  by  their  blessings  and  their 
prayers;  while  still  the  look  of  comfort  and 
quiet,  which  beamed  on  him  from  the  eyes 
of  Mrs.  Rivers  even  through  the  tears  she 
shed  when  she  took  leave  of  him,  haunted 
his  imagination  as  he  travelled,  bright  and 
cheering  to  his  lonely  and  melancholy 
way,  as  a  sunbeam  to  the  wanderer  over 
the  trackless  wa?te. — Too  wretched  for  re- 
pose. 
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pose,  too  restless  for  a  moment's  delay, 
Colonel  Vane  stopped  not  till  he  reached 
Portsmouth.  He  went  immediately  on 
board,  and  tried  in  the  novelty  of  the 
scene  around  him  to  forget  the  misery 
that  occasioned  him  to  be  there. 

But  to  return  to  Ella,  and  to  explain 
why  she  was  at  the  play  with  Lady  Har- 
riet Bentham.  Mrs.  Rushbrooke,  the 
wife  of  Ella*s  solicitor,  a  most  respectable 
lawyer,  was,  in  her  way,  as  respectable 
as  her  husband — with  the  single  draw- 
back of  coveting  what  she  could  not  attain, 
viz.  general  and  easy  intercourse  with 
persons  of  high  rank  and  fashion.  But 
she  sometimes  contrived  to  pick  up  a  few 
stray  lords  and  ladies  as  she  perambulated 
the  gay  scenes  of  a  crowded  assembly, 
who,  having  no  objection  to  grace  a  table 
filled  with  choice  dishes  and  fine  wines, 
were  contented  to  be  on  the  visiting  list  of 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Rushbrcoke,  and  admitted  her  in 
return  to  their  sweeps  once  a  year.  Some 
of  these  tilled  guests  were,  though  of  high 
rank,  not  of  high  fashion,  and  were  thinly 
scattered  in  Mrs.Rushbrooke's  assemblies, 
like  pine-apples  in  a  dessert,  too  rare  and 
precious  to  be  had  in  profusion,  and,  hke 
pine-apples,  were  sometimes  a  little  de- 
cayed at  the  core.  But  they  looked  well> 
and,  what  was  better,  their  titles  sounded 
well ;  and  Mrs.  Rushbrooke  considered 
nothing  else.  Still  it  would  have  been 
rather  wonderful  that  Lady  Harriet  Ben* 
tham  should  become  Mrs.  Rushbrooke's 
guest,  and  take  her  with  her  to  her  pri- 
vate box  at  the  opera  and  playhouse,  as 
Lady  Harriet  was  not  only  a  woman  of 
high  rank,  but  of  the  first  order  of  fashion, 
if  it  had  not  been  generally  known,  first,* 
that  the  lady  was  poor,  and  Mrs.  Rush- 
brooke*s  purse  was  plenteously  supplied 

by 
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by  her  husband; — secondly,  that  Mr. 
Rushbrooke  had  a  nephew  who  was 
coming  forward  at  the  Bar,  whose  talents, 
person,  and  manners  were  such  as  to 
make  him  a  favourite  in  that  great  world 
where  his  uncle's  wife  vainly  wished  to 
shine.  But  young  Rushbrooke  had  pride ; 
and  Lady  Harriet  soon  discovered,  that  one 
way  to  secure  the  affections  of  Rubhbrooke 
would  be  to  give  consequence  to  his  rela- 
tions in  his  eyes,  and  that  of  a  cerlain 
set,  by  giving  them  an  entree  into  fashion- 
able life ;  and  Mrs.  Rushbrooke,  too 
happy  to  be  called  upon,  and  visited,  and 
taken  into  pubHc  by  such  a  woman,  to  be 
nice  with  respect  to  the  character  of  her 
patroness,  eagerly  accepted  the  proffered 
notice. — Nor  did  Mrs.  Rushbrooke  at  all 
suspect  the  motive  of  Lady  Harriet  s  ad- 
vatjce  ;  for  this  her  self-love  forbade ;  and 
as  she  saw  nothing  reprehensible  in  the 
manners  of  Lady  Harriet,  she  soon  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  herself  that  the  world  had  blamed 
her  unjustly,  and  therefore  did  not  scruple 
to  present  Ella  to  her  noble  friend,  and 
request    her    to    chaperone    the    young 
heiress  to  the  play  ;  a  proposal  which  was 
excessively  acceptable  to  Lady  Harriet,  as 
she  knew  her  husband's  nephew  admired 
Ella,  and  that  her  husband  wished  him  to 
pay  his  addresses  to  her.     To  Ella,  Lady- 
Harriet  and  her  character   were  equally 
unknown.     Slander  of  every  kind  always 
was  slow  in  its  approach  to  Ella's  door  ; 
for  it  knew  that  it  was  difficult  to  gain  ad- 
mittance there.     Born  of  an  ancient  fa- 
mily, and  possessed  of  great  wealth,  she 
was  too  conscious  of  her  own  importance 
in  the  scale  of  society,  to  suppose  she 
could  derive  consequence  from  an  appear- 
ance of  knowledge  of  great  people,  and 
tales  of  fashionable  frailties,  even  if  such 
knowledge  had  not  been  disgusting  to  her. 
And  when  compelled  to  credit  such  tales, 

she 
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she  would  observe,  that  even  in  that  line 
of  life,  so  much  more  exposed  to  tempta- 
tions than  our  own,  it  was  the  few,  not 
the  many,  who  brought  themselves  into 
notice  by  their  vices— vices,  which   the 
rank  of  the    offenders    made   peculiarly 
conspicuous — for  in  all  ranks  of  life  she 
knew  that  the  many^  of  both  sexes,  go  on 
quietly  in  the  common  routine  of  their 
duties,  equally  unknown  to  public  censure 
and  public  praise. — She  therefore  thought, 
that  to  stigmatize  the  whole  of  the  nobi- 
lity as  profligate,  because  some  of  them 
stood  forth  conspicuous  for  their  profli- 
gacy, was  as  just  as  it  would  be  to  pro- 
nounce  that  country  wholly  deficient  in 
entire,   habitable,   and  respectable   man- 
sions,  in   which    a   few   ruined   edifices 
forced  themselves  on  the  eye,  rendered 
prominent  and  remarkable  by  being  on 
an  elevated  situation. 

It  was  not  likely,  therefore,  that  a  wo- 
man 
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man  of  this  character  should  be  familiar 
with  the  errors  of  a  Lady  Harriet  Bentham. 
But  it  is  very  certain  that,  had  she  knovn 
them,  she  would  have  declined  the  honour 
of  being  chaperoned  by  her  ladyship,  from 
a  most  Gothic  idea  of  hers,  that  it  would 
be  no  honour  at  all ;  and  that  to  be  a 
hanger-on  of  tilled  profligacy,  however 
high  its  fashion,  was  beneath  a  virtuous 
and  respectable  woman. — "  The  poor  may 
be  held  in  the  iron  fetters  of  necessity, 
but  the  rich  are  dragged  behind  the  car  of 
fashion  by  the  golden  chains  of  vanity*." 
But  thus  fatally,  as  we  have  seen  above, 
did  the  dirty  vanity  of  a  contemptible  be- 
ing operate  on  the  mind  of  a  rash  and 
jealous  one,  to  the  prejudice  and  misery 
of  an  honourable  and  innocent  woman, 
and  to  the  destruction  of  the  happiness  of 
two  of  his  fellow-creatures  ;  though  it  is 
only  too  true^  that  as  Ella  was  seen  in 
*  See  Tales  of  Fashionable  Life. 

company 
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company  at  the  play  with  a  woman  of  suspi- 
cious character,  "appearances  were  against 
her,'*  at  least  in  the  eyes  of  Colonel  Vane. 

The  day  but  one  after  Ella  had  visited 
the  theatre,  she  returned  to  Bovver  Wood, 
as  business  no  longer  required  her  pre- 
sence in  London  ;  for  she  saw  no  like- 
lihood of  seeing  Colonel  Vane  there ; 
and  if  she  was  ever  to  be  so  happy  as  to 
receive  a  letter  from  him,  she  wished  to  be 
where  she  could  give  way  to  her  anxiety, 
and  indulge  her  expectations  of  hearing 
from  him,  unwatched  by  the  eye  either 
of  curiosity  or  compassion :  and  at  her 
own  home  only,  which  she  determined 
for  a  short  time  should  be  a  solitary  one, 
could  she  indulge  her  feelings  without  in- 
delicacy and  without  restraint. — Thither, 
therefore,  she  was  most  anxious  to  re- 
turn ;  for  as  Captain  Clinton  and  her 
friend,  who  was  now  become  his  wife, 
were,  unfortunately  for  Ella,  stationed  at 
Guernsey,  she  could  not  have  their  so- 

VOL.  II »  I  ciety, 
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ciety,  which  would  have  been  a  great  re- 
lief to  her  mind,  and  she  consequently  pre- 
ferred having  none  at  all.  As  soon  as 
she  reached  home,  her  first  inquiry  was 
whether  some  letters  or  letter  had  not 
arrived,  which  through  mistake  or  neglect 
had  not  been  forwarded  to  her  : — and 
when  she  learnt  that  no  letter  had  reached 
Bower  Wood,  she  felt  a  sad  and  oppres- 
sive sickness  of  the  heart,  to  which  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  words  to  do  justice. 
But  against  the  subduing  power  of  this 
feeling  she  was  able  to  struggle,  and  she 
did  struggle  successfully,  forcing  herself 
to  drive  out  every  day,  and  showing  her- 
self as  usual  in  the  streets  of  W ,  that 

she  might  not  be  denominated  a  poor 
love-lorn,  disappointed  damsel,  as  the  sud- 
den departure  and  absence  of  Colonel 
Vane  must  have  excited,  she  well  knew, 
the  curious  and  gossiping  spirit  of  a  town 
like  W .  But  Ella  had  not  resolu- 
tion to  go  out  till  after  the  delivery  of  let- 
ters ; 
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ters  ;  and  till  her  servant  returned  from 
the  post,  she  used  to  walk  backwards  and 
forwards  in  a  parlour  which  overlooked 
the  back  gate,  that  she  might  discover  his 
approach  as  early  as  possible,  and  lose  not 
a  moment  to  ascertain  the  result  of  his  in- 
quiries. These  inquiries,  how^ever,  still 
continued  unavailing: — but  at  length  came 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Belmont,  which  ended 
thus: — ''Mrs.  Belmont  and  myself  were, 
as  you  will  suppose,  excessively  astonished 
to  hear  of  Colonel  Vane's  having  sailed 
for  the  East  Indies :  but  you,  probably, 
have  long  known  of  his  intentions; — I  see 
by  the  papers  that  he  has  sailed  some 
days."      - 

The  sudden  desertion  and  the  cruel  pro- 
tracted silence  of  Colonel  Vane  were  cir- 
cumstances which  it  had  required  all  her 
fortitude  to  bear  up  against,  even  when 
cheered  by  a  hope,  however  faint,  that 
she  mio;ht  see  him  aoiain ; — i)ut  now,  when 
I  2  "she 
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she  recollected  that  day  after  day,  week 
after  week,  month  after  month,  nay  year 
after  year,  she  should  no  more  behold 
that  face,  or  listen  to  that  voice,  which 
not  to  see  and  not  to  hear  during  a  few 
short  hours  had  so  lately,  so  very  lately, 
been  to  her  a  source  of  tender  regret  and 
a  most  painful  privation,  she  loathed  the 
sight  of  day,  as  it  would  not  be  gladdened 
by  his  presence ;  and  the  night  was 
equally  unwelcome,  as  it  would  no  longer 
be  precursor  of  the  morning  that  would 
restore  him  to  her  sight.  Still  mixed 
with  the  agonies  of  affectionate  regret 
were  the  suggestions  of  offended  pride, 
and  the  consciousness  of  unmerited  and 
unfeeling  neglect. — Nay,  his  conduct  in 
not  writing  to  her  since  his  departure, 
especially  before  he  sailed,  and  in  order 
to  make  known  to  her  his  intentions,  was 
such  as,  even  in  her  partial  eyes,  to  de- 
tract excessively  from  the  amiableness  of 

his 
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his  character,  and  to  make  her  reluctantly 
acknowledge  to  herself,  that  with  a  man 
of  his  disposition  she  could  have  had  little 
chance  for  happiness. — But  still  she  loved 
him,  passionately  loved  him  ;  and  when 
she  thought  of  the  dangers  which  probably 
awaited  him,  her  heart  died  within  her, 
and  she  could  scarcely  resist  her  inclina- 
tion to  give  way  to  the  inactivity  of  de- 
spondence, and  allow  it  to  blight  all  the 
prospects  of  her  youth,  and  chill  all  the 
energies  of  her  soul.  But  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Belmont  roused  her  a  little  from 
the  state  into  which  she  was  falling. — 
That  lady  had  seen  Colonel  Rivers,  who 
had  given  her  a  detailed  account,  w^hich 
she  transmitted  to  Ella,  of  his  rencontre 
with  Colonel  Vane  in  the  Park,  and  of  his 
having  been  induced  by  compassion  for 
him  and  his  wife,  added  to  the  effect  of 
his  own  disappointment,  to  take  his  place 
and  abandon  his  native  country,  he  having 

been. 
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been,  as  he  hinted  to  his  friend,  dismissed 
by  the  lady  to  whom  he  was  engaged. 
Colonel  Rivers  added,  that  Colontl  Vane's 
kindness  had  not  been  ineffectual^ — that 
his  beloved  wife  had  mended  daily  when 
her  peace  of  mind  had  been  restored  by 
the  certainty  of  not  losing  his  society,  and 
that  at  length  her  disease  had  proved  not 
a  decline^  but  a  vomica  ;  and  that,  an 
abscess  haying  burst  on  her  lungs,  she  had 
recovered  so  much  strength  since  her 
tranquillity  was  restored,  as  to  be  able  to 
live  through  the  consequent  weakness,  and 
would  soon  follow  him  by  slow  stages  to 

W ,  whither  he  was  going  in  order 

to  supply  the  place  of  Colonel  Vane. — 
"  As  I  find  by  this  account,"  added  Mrs. 
Belmont,  "  that  you  had  dismissed  Co- 
lonel J^ane,  a  circumstance  I  was  before 
ignorant  of,  1  thought  it  possible  you  might 
not  be  acquainted  with  the  above  detail, 
ar,d  therefore  I  have  given  it  to  you." 

"  Strange, 
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"  Strange,  inexplicable,  inconsistent 
-man  !  to  feel  so  much  for  others,  and  so 
little  for  me  !"  exclaimed  Ella  when  she 
read  the  letter.  "  Did  he  suppose  I  had 
piOt  my  feelings  as  well  as  Mrs.  Rivers, 
and  that  I  should  not  suffer  on  the  depar- 
ture for  India  and  its  dangers,  of  that  be- 
ing with  whom  I  had  so  lately  expected 
to  pass  my  life  ?  Well,  if  he  could  so 
soon  and  so  easily  resign  me,  regardless 
of  what  I  might  suffer,  or  fancying  me 
too  callous  for  suffering,  it  is  fit  that  I 
should  listen  to  the  suggestions  of  pride, 
not  tenderness,  and  scorn  to  waste  in  the 
gloomy  indolence  of  disappointed  passion, 
those  powers  which  were  given  me  to  be 
of  use  and  service  to  my  friends  and  fel- 
low-creatures. I  thank  him,  however,  for 
his  delicacy  in  simply  stating  that  I  had 
dismissed  him,  and  not  the  cause  of  the 
anger  which  produced  the  dismissal  ; 
though  no  one  but  a  man  willing  to  be 

discarded 
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discarded  would  have  acquiesced  under 
a  sentence  evidently  the  result  of  pique 
and  passion." 

The  arrival  of  Colonel  Rivers  and  his 
interesting  wife  was  expected  by  Ella  with 
mixed  pain  and  pleasure  :  but  a  termina- 
tion was  soon  put  to  this  agitation ;  for 
Mrs.  Rivers  had  a  relapse,  which,  though 
a  slight  one,  so  much  alarmed  her  hus- 
band that  he  obtained  a  longer  leave  of 
absence,  and  resolved  to  remain  in  De- 
vonshire till  the  summer  months. 

But  the  time  now  arrived  which  was 
to  restore  Colonel  Vane  to  the  undimi- 
nished esteem  as  v/ell  as  love  of  Ella,  and 
to  substitute  the  yearnings  of  affectionate 
regret  and  the  illusions  of  hope  for  the 
angry  whisper  of  offended  pride^  and  the 
complainings  of  outraged  and  despondent 
feelings.  The  letter  which  Colonel  Vane 
wrote  to  her  the  day  he  reached  London, 
and  which  was  lost  by  his  servant,  had 

fallen 
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fallen  out  of  his  coat  pocket  on  an  old 
tattered  sofa  which  stood  in  the  chamber 
that  the  man  occupied  at  the  coffee-house, 
and  had  insinuated  itself  into  a  slit  of  the 
sofa-case,  under  which  it  had  completely 
disappeared  ;  and  there  it  remained  till  the 
case  was  taken  oif  for  some  purpose  or 
other,  on  which  occasion  it  was  discovered 
uninjured,  though  much  dirtied.  Luckily, 
also,  the  servant  who  found  it  remembered 
the  search  for  a  letter  which  Colonel 
Vane's  valet  had  made;  in  consequence 
of  which  the  master  of  the  coffee-house 
forwarded  the  recovered  treasure  accord- 
ing to  the  direction,  inclosing  it  in  an  en- 
velope, in  which  he  stated  all  he  knew 
concerning  it.  As  soon  as  the  agitated 
but  delighted  Ella  received  and  read  the 
letter,  all  the  mystery  of  Colonel  Vane's 
conduct  disappeared,  and  all  its  cruelty 
vanished.  She  understood,  and  she  ex- 
cused his  not  writing  a  second  time,  as 
i  5  this 
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this  his  first  letter  remained  unanswered  ; 
and  she  could  readily  conceive  how  easily 
a  man  of  his  character  v/as  led  by  pique 
and  disappointment  united  to  a  better  in- 
ducement, the  hope  of  saving  and  serving 
two  amiable  fellow-creatures,  to  take  the 
step  which  had  plunged  her  into  so  much 
misery  :  and  while  in  the  triumphs  of  her 
joy,  at  finding  Colonel  Vane  innocent  of 
the  fault  which  she  had  imputed  to  him, 
she  had  mentally  resolved  to  write  to  him, 
to  excuse  her  apparent  neglect,  and  then 
pass  the  term  of  his  absence,  whatever  it 
might  be,  in  utter  seclusion,  she  received 
another  letter  from  Colonel  Vane,  dated 
off  St.  Helen's,  which,  though  it  excited  in 
her  the  greatest  astonishment  and  indigna- 
tion, was  welcome,  as  a  proof  how  ten- 
derly he  still  loved,  and  how  fondly  re- 
gretted her, — though,  as  he  declared,  he 
would  never  have  married  the  friend  and 
companion  of  Lady  Harriet  Benlhatn  — 

This 
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This  letter  was  long,  and  contained  a  de- 
scription of  all   his   feelings  since    they 
parted.      It  told  her  how   painfully  his 
returning   tenderness    towards    her    had 
-been  chilled  by  seeing  her  at  the  play 
with    Lady    Harriet    Bentham,    and    by 
learning  that  she  had  not  only  frequently 
been  her  companion  in  public^  but  was 
'also   her    friend   in    private ; — that    thus 
frustrated  in  his  hope,  or   even   in    his 
wish,  to  renew  his  engagement  with  her, 
he  had  resolved  to  quit  England  in  pur- 
suit of  danger,  and  in  all  probability  of 
death  ! — But  that  he  could  not  rest  with- 
out conjuring  her  with  his  parting  breath, 
if  she  ever  hoped  to  form  a  respectable 
connection,  to  give  up  the  society  of  Lady 
Harriet  Bentham  ;  as  he  was  sure  that  no 
man  worthy  her  acceptance  would  ever 
marry  the  friend  and  associate  of  so  de- 
praved a  woman ! 

I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  con- 
flict 
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flict  of  various  emotions  which  agitated 
Ella  while  she  read  this  letter  of  unfound- 
ed charges — and  learnt  that  the  busy  lies 
of  a  stranger  and  the  indiscretion  of 
Mrs.  Rushbrooke  had  in  a  few  short  mo- 
ments rendered  her  lover  a  self- banished 
man,  and  doomed  her  perhaps  for  years, 
if  not  for  ever,  to  all  the  lingerings  of 
anxious  and  disappointed  affection !  But 
superior  to  every  other  sensation  was  the 
dear  consciousness  that  she  was  still  be- 
loved, and  Colonel  Vane  guiltless  of  the 
faults  she  had  attributed  to  him. — "  And 
when  I  shall  write  to  him,"  she  said  to 
herself,  "  as  I  will  do,  a  complete  excul- 
pation of  myself  in  every  particular — yes, 
then,  even  spite  of  distance  and  of  absence, 
I  shall,  I  am  sure  I  shall,  be  comparatively 
happy !"  In  the  meanwhile  she  resolved 
to  lay  a  plan  for  her  future  life,  and  en- 
deavour to  find  out  a  proper  companion 
to  reside  with  her. — She  also  resolved  to 

leave 
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leave  Bower  Wood,  as  W and  its 

society  were  become  disagreeable  to  her ; 
and  determined,  as  the  existence  of  the 
little  Ella  and  its  abode  near  her  were  dis- 
covered, to  take  her  at  once  into  the 
house  under  her  acknowledged  protec- 
tion, and  watch  over  her  education  with 
all  a  mother's  care. 

The    neighbourhood    and    society   of 

W were  indeed  grov/n  disagreeable  . 

to  Ella,  from  a  consciousness  that  she  had 
in  it  a  secret  enemy  ;  and,  as  is  always  the 
mischievous  consequence  of  anonymous 
letters,  she  looked  around  her  with  dis- 
trust and  suspicion,  and  very  often,  per- 
haps, fancied  an  innocent  person  guilty  of 
the  base  scrawls  that  had  been  the  means 
of  blasting  her  hopes  of  happiness,  and 
driving  her  lover  from  his  native  land 
into  scenes  of  danger,  and  possibly  of 
destruction.  Besides,  she  was  v»^ell  aware 
that  the  circumstance  of  her  having  a 

child 
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child  under  her  care,  whose  parents  were 
unknown,    and  who  strongly  resembled 
her  in  its  deep  blue  eyes,  and  the  length 
and  dark  colour  of  its  eyelashes,  must  call 
forth  a  number  of  degrading  suspicions 
concerning  her  conduct,  as  also  her  jour- 
mey    into  Wales  unattended  by  her  ser- 
vants ;  and  it  was  clear  from  the  anony- 
mous letters,  that  this  latter  circumstance 
was  as  well  known  as  the  existence  of  the 
child.     But  it  was  not  in  her  power  to 
t:lear  up  the  mystery :  therefore  she  felt  un- 
comfortable at  the  idea  of  living  amongst 
those,  who,  though  they  continued  to  visit 
her  because  she  Hved  in  a  fine  house  and 
^ave  splendid  entertainments,  would  very 
'likely  have  dropt  her  acquaintance  had 
■she  been  less  favoured  by  fortune  and  by 
birth — and  her  departure  to  Bower  Wood 
was  finally  resolved  upon. 

The  house  at  Bpwer  Wood  was  a  mo- 
dern one ;  that  on  her  estate  at  Briardale 

was 
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was  an  ancient  and  Gothic  mansion,  and 
had  about  it  a  degree  of  melancholy  gran- 
deur, which  better  suited  the  now  pen- 
sive cast  of  her  mind:  besides,  every  thing 
at  the  former  residence  painfully  reminded 
her  of  C!olonel  Vane  :  and  having  let  that 
place  very  advantageously  for  a  term  of 
years,  she  repaired  with  great  alacrity  to 
take  possession  of  her  new  abode,  and  to 
be  restored  to  the  society  of  a  lady  who 
was  married  to  the  rector,  and  lived  ia 
the  village  j  and  who,  in  the  beginning, 
of  her  life,  used  to  assist  her  aunt  in  her 
education.  But  a  surprise  awaited  her  at 
Briardale,  which  she  scarcely  knew  whe- 
ther to  denominate  painful  or  pleasing  to 
her,  though  at  last  she  considered  it  as 
deserving  of  the  latter  epithet.  She  dis- 
covered that  Mrs.  Vane,  mother  of  Colo- 
nel Vane,  had  lately  hired  and  was 
come  to  reside  in  the  manor  house,  which 
was  within  two  miles  of  her  own  j — and 

thus. 
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thus.  If  ever  Colonel  Vane  should  return, 
he  would  find  her  conduct  had  been 
during  his  absence  continually  exposed 
to  the  eye  of  his  mother !  whose  censure 
she  was  at  least  sure  of  never  deserving, 
though  she  was  fearful  that,  if  she  knew 
her  to  be  the  cause  of  her  son's  leaving 
his  country,  Mrs.  Vane  might  never  be- 
stow on  her  her  regard  and  approbation. 
But  I  will  ask  Mrs.  Elmsley^s  opinion, 
said  Ella  to  herself.  Accordingly,  as  soon 
as  she  had  a  fair  opportunity,  she  ask- 
ed her  friend  v/hether  she  thought  it 
likely  that  Mrs.  Vane  would  ever  regard 
her  with  complacency,  and  be  willing  to 
visit  her,  since  it  v^as  the  dissolution  of  his 
engagement  with  her  which  occasioned 
Colonel  Vane  to  leave  England ;  "for 
though,"  added  Ella,  "  Mrs.  Vane  has 
never  treated  her  son  with  the  usual  ten- 
derness of  a  mother,  and  avoided  rather 
than  courted  his  society,  still  she  may  be 

very 
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very  vvilling  to  resent  the  conduct  of  an- 
other towards  him,  if  she  fancies  that  con- 
duct to  have  been  injurious/* 

«  True,"  replied  Mrs.  Elmsley,  "  for 
that,  alas  !  is  human  nature  ;  but,. strange 
as  it  may  seem  to  you,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  fear  of  Mrs.  Vane's  being 
prejudiced  against  you;  for  I  am  con- 
vinced she  was,  till  you  came  hither, 
quite  ignorant  of  your  name." 

"  Impossible  !  for  I  know  that  Colonel 
Vane  wrote  to  inform  her  of  his  probable 
marriage." 

"  No  doubt ;  but  he  either  never  men- 
tioned the  name  of  the  lady,  or  she  has 
forgotten  it ;  for  she  was  at  our  house 
when  you  drove  past  in  your  barouche 
and  four,  with  two  outriders  ;  and  when 
she  asked  your  name^  and  whether  you 
were  not  the  lady  who  was  expected  to 
reside  at  the  long-empty  house  in  the 
park,    she   neither   started,    nor   looked 

grave  ' 
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grave  nor  inquisitive,  when  I  toid  her 
who  you  were ;  and  I  am  convinced  she 
has  with  your  name  no  unpleasant  asso- 
•ciation,  except  that,  as  she  is  very  proud, 
I  believe,  and  likes  the  pomp  and  cir- 
cumstance of  wealth  herself,  she  may 
have  a  feeling  of  jealousy  of  the  style  in 
-which  you  made  your  entreeJ^ 

"  I  wish  you  may  be  right ;  but  do 
you  think  she  will  call  on  me?" 

"  I  fear  not,  as  she  keeps  no  com- 
pany, and  visits  no  where  but  at  the  rec- 
tory :  however,  I  will  invite  you  to  meet 
her,  and  trust  to  your  usual  power  of 
fascination  to  make  her  your  friend,'* 

The  next  day  v/as  Sunday ;  and  as 
Mrs.  Vane  was  regular  in  her  attendance 
at  church,  Eila  arose  almost  certain,  of 
seeing  this,  to  her,  formidable  woman  ; 
and  knowing  thar,  unless  she  went  early, 
she  should  feel  embarrassed  in  going  up 
the  aisle,  from  the  idea  that  she  was  ob- 
served 
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served  by  this  dreaded  censor,  she  drove 
to  church  before  the  usual  time,  and  be- 
fore any  of  the  congregation  were  assem- 
bled. Ella  felt  almost  ashamed  of  this 
weakness;  yet  who  could  wonder  that  the 
mother  of  her  lover  was  an  object  of  in- 
terest and  alarm  to  her ! 

"  She  is  very  late,"  thought  Ella, — 
when  lo  !  a  footman,  in  an  old-fa^.hioned 
rich  livery  with  long  tags  on  the  shoulderr, 
made  way  at  the  door  for  a  tail  majestic 
woman  of  a  ce-rtain  age,  dressed  in  black, 
who  appeared  leaning  on  the  arm  of  an- 
other footman,  while  the  first  who  had 
appeared  fell  back,  and  walked  behind  her 
up  the  aisle,  carrying  a  large  prayer-book. 

''  This  then,"  thougln  Ella,  as  with 
some  effort  she  looked  over  the  side  of 
the  pew,  is  the  woman  I  long  but  dread 
to  see!"  But  judge  of  her  trepidation 
when  the  footman  opened  the  door  of  the 
pew  where  Ella  sat,  and  Mrs.  Vane  enter- 
ed 
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ed  it  1 — The  truth  was,  the  rain  having 
come  through  the  roof  into  the  pew  be« 
longing  to  Ella,  it  had  been  judged  right: 
that,  till  the  damage  done  to  it  could  be 
repaired,  she,  as  being  a  new  comer,  and 
a  great  lady  as  well  as  Mrs.  Vane,  was 
to  be  shown  into  Mrs.  Vane's  seat." 

Ella  rose  involuntarily  on  Mrs.  Vane*s 
entrance,  but  could  hardly  keep  her  feet 
when  with  a  look  of  almost  haughty  sur- 
prise Mrs.  Vane  surveyed  the  unexpected 
intruder,  and  Ella  saw  in  the  still  fine 
face  of  the  mother,  the  dark  and  pene- 
trating eyes  of  the  son.  Abashed^  consci- 
ous, and  rapidly  changing  colour,  as  she 
often  did,  she  resolved  to  apologize  for 
her  intrusion,  since  she  now  suspected  it 
to  be  such,  as  soon  as  Mrs.  Vane  had 
ended  her  prayer.  But  that  lady,  flattered 
as  Louis  the  XlVth  was  said  to  be  by 
causing  embarrassment  and  emotion  by  the 
conscious  power  of  h'is  eye  and  dignity  of 

his 
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his  mien,  seemed  by  a  courteous  wave  of 
iier  hand,  and  bow  of  her  head,  to  assure 
Ella  that  she  was  welcome,  and  to  de- 
precate apologies :  at  this  moment  the 
service  began,  and  all  intercourse  between 
them  was  suspended  by  devotion  and 
decorum.  But  never  had  Ella  before, 
in  the  presence  of  her  creator,  felt  so 
painfully  affected  by  the  presence  of  a 
fellow-creature ;  and  for  the  first  time  in 
her  life  her  thoughts  wandered  from  their 
usual  place  of  rest,  and  tears  filled  those 
eyes,  which,  hidden  from  human  obser- 
vadon,  were  usually  lifted  in  aid  of  silent 
or  gently  murmured  prayer.  However, 
she  drew  her  veil  over  her  face,  and  her 
emotion  was  known  only  to  herself. 
When  service  was  ended,  the  timid  bash- 
ful manner  in  which  Ella  returned  Mrs. 
Vane's  low  and  stately  curtsy  had  an  un- 
looked-for charm  for  the  latter,  who  had 
expected  to  see  in  the  rich  and  admired 
heiress,  a  dashing,  undaunted,  conse- 
quential 
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quentlal  young  woman  ;  and  when  in  a 
voice  whose  sweetness  we  have  mentioned 
before,  she  fahered  out  a  hope  that  she 
had  not  intruded,  and  an  assurance  that 
she  had  concluded  the  seat  was  her  own^ 
Mrs.  Vane  repUed  in  language  so  obhg- 
ing,  and  with  a  smile  and  countenance 
so  like  her  son's,  that  Ella  could  scarcely 
control  her  feelings  ;  and  she  v;as  very 
glad  when  Mrs.  Elmsley  came  up  to 
them,  and  drew  Mrs.  Vane's  attention  on 
herself. 

Mrs.  Elmsley  soon  saw  by  Mrs.  Vane's 
manner  and  expression  that  she  was  pleas- 
ed with  her  young  friend,  and  instantly 
took  advantage  of  this  favourable  moment 
to  present  Ella  to  her,  who  was  as  unable 
as  Mrs.  Elmsley  to  discover  any  indication 
in  Mrs.  Vane's  look  that  her  name  was 
known  to  her  associated  with  any  painful 
consciousness. 

So  far  all  v;as  right;  and  Ella  went 
home  conscious  that  her  most  immediate 

object 
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object  in  life,  and  her  dearest  wish,  were 
now  the  prospect  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  Mrs.  Vane,  and  making  her  her 
friend.  The  next  day  she  went  to  drink 
tea  at  the  rectory  to  meet  Mrs.  Vane  ; 
and  at  the  close  of  the  visit,  which  seemed 
satisfactory  to  both  the  guests,  Ella  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  do  Mrs.  Vane 
a  kindness.  That  lady's  carriage  having 
been  overturned  as  it  was  coming  for  her,, 
and  too  much  injured  to  proceed,  she  was 
vvilling,  being  lame  and  corpulent,  to  be 
prevented  v/alking  home,  and  was  con- 
tented therefore  to  suffer  Eila  to  set  her 
down  at  her  ov/n  door.  As  she  took 
her  leave,  Ella,  with  as  much  respect  as 
if  she  had  been  addressing  a  queen,  hinted 
a  hope  of  being  allowed  to  pay  her  re- 
spects at  the  manor  house. 

"  It  is  my  duty  to  call  on?/o^^,"  replied 
Mrs.  Vane  with  quickness ;  "  but  I  am  a 
bad  visitor,  and  go  rarely  from  home.'* 

"  Without 
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''  Without  waiting  for  that  ceremony,  1 
should  be  only  too  proud  to  pay  my  re- 
spects to  you,  madam/'  said  Ella;  and 
the  next  day  she  left  her  card  at  the  doon 
Thus  was,  she  flattered  herself,  a  foun- 
dation laid  for  acquaintance,  especially  as 
she  learnt  from  Mrs.  Elmsley  that  Mrs. 
Vane  was  quite  charmed  both  with  her 
person  and  her  manners  j  and  a  circum- 
stance only  too  soon  occurred  which 
made  Ella  rejoice  that  she  had  waved  eti- 
quette, and  courted  thus  openly  the  ac- 
quaintance of  this  melancholy  but  re- 
spectable woman. 

I  have  before  said  that  the  fortune  which 
had  been  left  to  Mrs.  Vane  by  a  relation, 
was  personal  property,  and  this  money 
she  had  intrusted  entirely  to  the  care  of 
an  eminent  banker  and  intimate  friend, 
the  partner  in  a  well*accredited  house. 
But  unforeseen  events  in  the  commercial 
world  shook  the   credit  of  this  house  to 

it!? 
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its  foundation ;  and  in  order  to  stop  an 
alarming  run  on  the  bank,  Mrs.  Vane's 
friend,  hoping  to  replace  the  money  in  a 
few  days,  ventured  to  use  her  property. 
But  the  ruin  was  too  complete  to  be 
avoided ;  and  a  very  few  days  afterwards 
witnessed  the  utter  destruction  of  the  firm 
in  question,  and  the  total  ruin  of  Mrs. 
Vane's  fortune ;  for  nothing  remained  to 
her  but  a  trifling  sum  settled  on  her  by 
her  husband,  and  which  she  brought  him 
in  marriage!  Whatever  Mrs.  Vane  might 
feel  on  this  disastrous  event,  Ella's  sen- 
sations were  of  a  nature  as  painful,  for  she 
at  first  experienced  the  pangs  of  self-con- 
demnation. "  But  for  me,''  she  exclaimed 
in  agony,  "  her  son  would  have  been  here, 
and  his  wealth  would  immediately  have 
removed  her  poverty  :  however,  as  soon 
as  this  news  reaches  him,  he,  I  am  well 
convinced,  will  do  even  more  than  duty 
requires." 

VOL.  II-  K  The 
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The  proud  are  so  apt  to  be  rendered 
prouder  by  affliction,  that  Ella  foresaw  an 
intimacy  with  Mrs.  Vane  was  now  more 
unlikely  than  ever.  True,  having  ex- 
perienced the  greatest  of  all  losses,  that 
of  a  husband  whom  she  adored,  Mrs. 
Vane  could  nor,  as  she  told  Mrs.  Elms- 
ley,  feel  very  acutely  the  loss  of  wealth  ; 
but  then  she  was  lame,  in  delicate  health, 
and  wanted  a  great  deal  of  attendance, 
besides  those  little  comforts  and  luxuries 
which  sickness  requires,  and  wealth  only 
can  bestow;  and  these  she  saw  herself 
obliged  to  relinquish  for  some  time  at 
least,  as  months  must  elapse  before  Colo- 
nel Vane  could  learn  her  situation.  Be- 
sides, sh^  had  been  the  great  lady  of  the 
village,  and  now  she  must  leave  the  ma- 
Aor  house,  and  hire  a  small  house  only  just 
large  enough  for  herself  and  one  maid. 
Now  she  must  walk  backwards  and  for- 
wards to  church,  or  submit  to  be  taken 

thither 
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thither  in  the  carriage  of  another !  And 
Ella  knew  enough  of  the  human  heart,  to 
feel  that  in  this  difficult  conjuncture  she 
must  take  especial  care  not  to  wound 
Mrs.  Vane's  delicacy  and  pride  by  too 
m.arked  offers  of  attention  and  service, 
else  she  would  alienate  instead  of  attach* 
ing  her ;  whereas  if,  on  the  contrary,  she 
could  contrive  to  be  of  use  to  her  without 
any  apparent  intention  of  being  so,  she 
should  very  likely  convert  her  into  all 
that  she  desired. 

It  was  for  three  Sundays  only  after  she 
heard  of  her  loss  of  fortune  that  Mrs. 
Vane  absented  herself  from  church.  On 
the  fourth  she  made  her  appearance, 
leaning  no  longer  on  the  arm  of  one  foot- 
man, and  followed  by  another,  but  sup- 
ported by  a  female  servant,  and  carrying 
her  own  prayer-book  in  her  hand.  Ella's 
fortitude  was  not  equal  to  behold  this 
change  unmoved,  though  Mrs,  Vane's 
K  2  could 
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could  undergo  k  with  firmness ;  and  when 
she  curtsied  to  her  with  all  the  respect 
she  felt  on  her  entering  the  pew,  she  was 
forced  to  turn  away,  and  leaning  on  the 
side  of  the  seat  hide  her  face  in  her  hands. 
Ella  had  the  delicate  precaution  to 
come  to  church  without  her  carriage  that 
day,  that  Mrs.  Vane  might  not  be  re^ 
minded  of  her  altered  condition^  by  see- 
ing her  drive  off  in  a  splendid  equipage, 
while  she  was  forced  to  come  and  depart 
on  foot.  Perhaps  unconsciously  to  her- 
self, Mrs.  Vane  dreaded  to  witness  this 
difference  ;  for  she  certainly  cast  a  sort  of 
fearful  look  round  when  she  reached  the 
church  porch,  as  if  seeking  and  missing 
something  ;  but  Ella  walked  on,  evident- 
ly expecting  no  carriage  ;  and  Mrs.  Vane 
appeared,  Mrs.  Elmsley  thought,  to  be 
relieved  by  this  circumstance.  As  Mrs. 
Vane  walked  leaning  on  her  maid,  Ella, 
who  was  before,  stopped  till  she  came  up 

to 
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to  her,  and  offered  her  arm  ;  which  she 
accepted.  Ella  then  began  to  expatiate  on 
the  beauties  of  the  weather,  and  to  praise 
the  pleasantness  of  the  walk  to  church. 
**T  o  2/ow  it  may  be  pleasant,'*  replied  Mrs. 
Vane  with  emphasis  and  feeling,  "  for  you 
are  young  and  healthy^  and  walking  is 
the  act  of  your  choice,  not  your  necessity; 
but  /  am  lame,  old,  and  infirm,  and  must 
walk :  besides,  I  have  not  been  used  to 
walking.  However,  '  Heaven  tempers 
the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,'  and  I  hope 
in  time  I  shall  be  as  reconciled  to  my  fate 
as  I  ought  to  be."  A  person  of  less  in- 
tuitive benevolence  and  delicacy  than  Ella 
would  immediately  have  offered  Mrs. 
Vane  her  carriage,  and  made  a  parade  of 
assuring  her  it  would  always  be  at  her 
service.  But  Ella  not  only  felt  that  such 
an  offer  at  that  moment  would  look  as  if 
she  fancied  Mrs.  Vane  was  what  is  called 

•  spelling 
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Spelling  for  the  proposal  ;  she  also  knew 
that  it  would  be  pointing  out  most  forcibly 
the  superiority  of  her  situation  to  Mrs. 
Vane's.  She  therefore  remained  silent;  but 
she  ventured  gently  to  press  the  arm  that 
was  locked  in  hers,  while  a  tear  trickled 
down  her  cheek,  and  proved  to  the  object 
of  her  interest  that  her  silence  did  not 
proceed  from  insensibility.  Little  did 
Mrs.  Vane  suspect  the  design  which  Ella 
had  on  her,  a  design  as  yet  too  dangerous 
to  be  hazarded. 

One  Sunday  a  violent  shower  detained 
Ella  and  Mrs.  Vane  in  the  church-porch, 
and  the  former  was  forced  to  send  for  her 
carriage,  in  which  Mrs.  Vane  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  take  a  seat.  But  as  the  wea- 
ther cleared  up  before  they  reached  the 
manor  house,  Ella  proposed  extending 
their  drive,  and  at  length  she  asked 
Mrs.  Vane  to  get  out  at  her  own  house 

to 
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to  see  some  improvements  which  she 
was  making  there.  "  It  would  be  so 
obh'ging  in  you  if  you  would  alight!" 
said  Ella. 

"  But  I  am  not  an  obliging  person," 
replied  Mrs.  Vane  with  a  pensive  smile : 
*•  however,  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  there 
is  no  resisting  you."  So  saying,  she  fol- 
lowed the  delighted  Ella  into  the  hall, 
who,  stepping  back  to  let  her  precede  her 
into  a  fine  and  spacious  library,  welcomed 
her  in  accents  of  grateful  cordiality  to  her 
house.  But  little  did  either  of  them 
foresee  the  consequences  of  this  visit.  In 
coming  down  a  few  steps,  which  led  from 
one  apartment  to  another,  Mrs.  Vane 
slipped  and  fell,  and  with  such  violence, 
that  her  ankle,  on  which  she  fell,  was 
so  much  injured  as  to  make  it  impos- 
sible for  her  to  stand  or  move.  Ella  im- 
mediately sent  for  the  nearest  assistance, 
being  internally  thankful  that,  as  the  ac- 

ciden 
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cident  was  to  happen,  it  had  happened 
under  her  roof.      i 

"  This  is  a  sad  business,  Miss  Mordaunt, 
for  2/oM,  as  well  as  for  me,'*  said  Mrs. 
Vane,  "  for  I  doubt  you  will  be  tormented 
with  me  some  time." 

"Tormented!"  replied  Ella,  "tor- 
mented !  blest  rather  ! — Oh  !  if  you  knew, 
if  you  could  but  understand,  how  I  love 
to  be  with  you  ! "  Here  she  burst  into 
tears,  to  the  wonder  of  her  gratified 
though  suffering  auditor. 

"  Young  lady,"  said  Mrs.  Vane,  after 
a  pause,  "  you  have  quick  sensibiliiies 
and  easily  awakened  feelings,  for  you 
have  as  yet  known  no  deep  and  deeply- 
seated  sorrow." 

"  No  sorrow  ?  What,  not  I  ?"  replied 
Ella  eagerly. 

"  At  least,  no  sorrows  like  to  mine, 
Miss  Mordaunt ;  and  I  attribute  this  vio- 
lent emotion  to  pity  for  my  misfortunes, 

and 
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and  the  generous  wish  to  try  to  make  me 
believe,  lest  my  pride  should  be  wounded, 
that  while  I  am  here  receiving  obligations 
I  shall  in  reality  be  conferring  them." 

"  You  will  oblige  me  by  allowing  me 
to  wait  on  you ;  but  my  emotion  had  a 
cause  you  do  not  suspect : — however,  in 
time  you  shall  know  it/' 

To  be  brief: — pain,  confinement  to  one 
posture,  and  previous  anxiety  of  mind,  had 
a  pernicious  effect  on  the  health  of  Mrs. 
Vane,  and  Ella  h.ad  the  mournful  satisfar- 
tion  of  nursing  the  mother  of  the  man 
whom  she  loved,  in  a  long  and  dangerous 
illness.  But  she  recovered,  and  recovered 
to  gratify  Ella  by  the  assurance  that  she 
owed  her  life  to  her  incessant  care,  and 
even  filial  assiduity.    ^ 

Colonel   Vane   had   now   sailed    near 
a  twelvemonth.     That  he  was  safely  ar- 
rived, was  known  by  a  letter  from  him  to 
Colonel  Rivers ;  but  he  added,  that  lie 
K  5  was 
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was  then  going  to  join  the  army  under 
the  command  of  General  Harris,  and  ex- 
pected ere  long  to  be  in  the  heat  of  the 
war. — What  painful  intelligence  to  Ella  1 
But  she  knew  her  letter  of  exculpation 
must  have  arrived,  and  she  hoped  that,  if 
it  reached  him,  for  her  sake  he  would  do 
all  he  could  to  preserve  his  life,  and  not 
rush  into  battle  careless,  like  a  desperate 
man,  of  his  safety  and  his  life.  But 
'Mrs.  Vane's  hopes  of  amended  fortune 
from  his  filial  piety,  and  Ella's  of  happi- 
ness from  his  restored  confidence  and 
his  return  to  his  country,  were  soon 
damped,  if  not  destroyed  for  ever. 

Intelligence  was  received  of  the  capture 
of  Seringapatam,  and  with  it  an  account 
stating,  that  the  joy  of  the  victory  was 
damped  by  the  loss  and  the  danger  of  se- 
veral gallant  officers ;  that  Lieut. -colonel 
Vane,  after  displaying  his  usual  bravery, 
had  led  on  a  small  detachment  too  far 

from 
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from  the  main  army,  and  was  surrounded  ; 
that  he  had  been  seen  to  fall,  but  that  his 
body  had  not  yet  been  found  :  therefore 
he  was  only  returned  missing. 

This  glorious  public  but  this  distressing 
private  news  was  communicated  to  Mrs. 
Vane  by  her  agent  in  London,  and  to 
Ella  by  her  friend  Mrs.  Elmsley,  who  was 
commissioned  by  Mrs.  Belmont  to  un- 
dertake in  person  a  task  she  could  only 
herself  perform  by  letter.  Ella,  therefore, 
went  through  the  first  agonies  which  such 
news  occasioned,  unseen  by  the  unhappy 
mother,  who  had  shut  herself  up  to  mourn 
in  secret — to  mourn,  not  over  the  loss  of 
her  son's  society,  for  how  could  she  miss, 
or  regret,  what  she  had  never  allowed, 
herself  to  enjoy  ?  but  she  mourned  for  that 
fantastic  indulgence  of  morbid  sensibility 
which  had  led  her  to  reject  the  personal 
attentions  of  that  son  whom  she  w  as  now 
doomed  never  to  behold  again  5  and  when 

she 
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she  reflected  on  the  pain  which  her  con- 
duct had  occasioned  to  his   affectionate 
heart,  she  endured  the  pangs  of  remorse, 
and  felt  in  some  measure  the  agonies  of 
self-upbraiding.     There  is  nothing,  per- 
haps, which  strips  self-love  so  completely 
of  its  delusions,  as  the  hand  of  misfortune. 
Hitherto  Mrs.  Vane  had  fancied  that  the 
romantic  love  for  her  husband,  which  in- 
duced her  to  avoid  the  sight  of  her  only 
child  because  that  child  had  occasioned 
his  beloved  father's  death,  was  a  proof  of 
sensibility,  which  gratified  her  vanity  by 
giving  her  a  feeling  of  conscious  supe- 
riority over  sufferers  more  easily  consoled. 
But  now  her  conscience,  awakened  by  the 
bitterness  of  regret,  pointed  out  to  her 
but  too  forcibly,  that  the  only  sure  and 
virtuous  proof  of    affection  to  her  hus- 
band's  memory   which   she   could  have 
given,  would  have  been  redoubled  fond- 
ness for  the  son  that  husband  loved,  and 

eagerly 
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eagerly  risked  his  life  to  save  ;  and  with 
the  pious  aspirations  of  a  wounded  but 
resigned  heart  she  minoled  the  more  pain- 
ful breathings  of  a  humbled  and  a  con- 
trite one. 

Ella,  too,  had  requested  to  be  left 
alone,  and  was  endeivouring  to  compose 
herself  sufficiently  to  obey  the  summons 
of  Mrs.  Vane  to  her  presence  whenever 
it  should  arrive.  At  length  Mrs.  Vane 
felt  that  the  presence  of  Ella  would  be 
soothing  to  her,  and  she  sent  to  request 
it,  little  suspecting  that  her  kind  attentive 
nurse,  her  affectionate  companion,  was 
suffering  still  more  acute  anguish  than  her 
own,  from  the  same  overwhelming  in- 
telligence, except  that  hope,  strangely 
but  happily  born  of  her  despair,  fondly 
whispered  to  her  that,  as  the  body  had 
Hot  been  found.  Colonel  Vane  might  still 
live,  though  wounded  and  a  prisoner. 
When  Ella  entered   the  room,  Mrs. 

Vane 
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Vane  was  too  much  taken  up  with  her 
own  feelings  to  notice  Ella's ;  and  while 
she  wept  upon  her  shoulder,  she  was  un- 
conscious that  the  cheek  which  touched 
hers  was  cold  and  pale  as  that  of  death. 

"OElIa!"  cried  Mrs.  Vane,  "now 
that  he  is  lost  to  me  for  ever,  I  grieve 
that  I  allowed  him  to  be  such  a  stranger 
to  me !  I  grieve  that  I  did  not  conquer 
those  feelings,  which  now  appear  to  me 
criminal^  though  once  amiable  and  na- 
tural,   which   led  me  to  drive  him  from 

my  presence  by  my  coldness  and " 

Here  she  was  interrupted  most  painfully  ; 
for  Ella,  sympathizing  too  strongly  in  the 
self-reproaches  of  Mrs.  Vane,  and  shocked 
at  the  words  "  lost  to  me  for  ever,"  had 
sunk  in  alarming  insensibility  on  her  shoul- 
der, and  some  hours  elapsed  before  she 
could  bear  the  presence  of  her  surprised 
and  agitated  guest. 

But  Ella,    to  whom  all  concealment 

was 
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was  painful,  resolved  from  that  moment, 
though  at  the  risk  of  frustrating  the  dearest 
hope  of  her  heart,  to  confide  every  secret 
of  it  to  Mrs.  Vane,  and  in  the  evening 
she  begged  that  she  would  be  so  good  as 
to  come  to  her  bedside ;  and  while  Mrs. 
Vane  gazed  with  mournful  anxiety  upon 
her  altered  looks,  Ella  addressed  her  as 
follows  : — "  It  has  long  been,  and  is  now, 
the  dearest  wish  of  my  heart  never  to 
part  from  you  again.  I  am  in  search  of  a 
proper  companion  to  live  with  an  orphan 
like  myself,  a  being  without  near  connec- 
tion of  any  kind  ;  and  could  I  have  se- 
lected such  a  companion  from  the  whole 
assembled  world,  my  choice  would  have 
fallen  on  you." 

Mrs.  Vane,  conscious  how  ill  a  broken- 
hearted woman,  as  she  thought  herself, 
was  formed  to  undertake  the  task,  spoke 
not,  but  shook  her  head  in  token  of  dis- 
approbation. 

«What! 
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*'  What  !  do  you  disapprove/'  cried 
Ella,  "  before  you  know  who  I  am  ? — 
"When  you  shall  know  that,  I  shall  not 
wonder  if  you  should  indeed  refuse  and 
reject  me." 

**  Learn  who  you  are !  What  mean 
you  ?"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Vane,  fearing 
that  Ella  was  in  a  delirium. 

*'  I  am  an  innocent  but  most  unfor- 
tunate woman.  You  must  remember  that 
— that  an  intended  marriage  with  an 
heiress  was  communicated  to  you  by-^" 

"  I  understand  you  : — yes, — ran  union 
I  could  not  but  approve,  as  it  was,  I  was 
informed,  with  a  lady  of  great  fortune, 
beauty  and  virtue.'* 

"7  was  that  ladyT*  exclaimed  Ella 
with  great  effort. 

**  You  !"  cried  Mrs.  Vane ;  and  seeing 
in  Ella,  at  that  moment,  only  a  being  af- 
flicted like  herself,  for  all  her  illness  was 
now  accounted  for,   **  My  poor  afflicted 

one!" 
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one!"  she  faintly  articulated,  and  clasped 
her  with  a  mother's  fondness,  and  a  wi- 
dow's sympathy,  to  her  bosom.  It  was 
some  minutes  before  either  of  them  could 
renew  conversation  :  at  last  Mrs.  Vane 
said,  "  But  why  should  I  be  induced  to 
reject  you  when  I  learnt  that  you  were 
the  beloved  of  my  son  ?" 

*'  Because  but  for  a  quarrel  with  me 
he  would  not  have  quitted  England." 

*'  Ha  !  I  remember  now  that  he  hinted 
to  me,  his  disappointment  in  love  had  in- 
duced him  to  go  and  earn  laurels  in •'* 

Here  emotion  silenced  her,  and  rendered 
her  auditor  incapable  of  hearing  more. 

It  is  to  be  supposed  that  many  such 
breaks  occurred  in  the  conversation  be- 
tween two  persons  so  niuch  interested  in 
the  melancholy  event  that  had  just  oc- 
curred. At  length  Eila  resumed  her  dis- 
course thus : — "  I  am,  indeed  I  am,  self- 
judged,  and  impute  to  my  petulant  re- 
sentment 
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sentment  of  a  charge  that  appeared  to 
have  foundation,    his  original  departure 

from  W ;  the  rest  was  the  result  of 

accident  and  misrepresentation.  But 
though  I  knew  that  I  need  not  have 
avowed  my  fault,  as  you  could  never  have 
known  it,  I  could  not,  as  a  woman  of 
honour,  allow  you  uncomciously  to  coun- 
tenance, and  take  under  your  protection, 
the  woman  who  had  been  the  means  of 
depriving  you  of  such  a  treasure/' 

"  A  treasure !  alas !  to  we,  like  the  mi- 
ser's gold  to  him  /"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Vane. 

"  Here,"  resumed  Ella,  pained  by 
her  emotion,  and  willing  to  interrupt  it, 
"  here  is  a  narrative,  which  contains  the 
whole  of  my  sad  and  eventful  though 
short  history,  and  also,  a  secret  as  yet 
confided  to  you  alone,  the  story  of  that 
child  who  is  an  inmate  of  this  house. — 
Read  it,  and  judge  me  ;  and  if  you  can^ 
grant  my  most  earnest  prayer,  and  let  my 

future 
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future  days  be  passed  in  administering  to 
the  comforts  of  the  mother,  as  I  am  for- 
bidden to  pass  them  in  forming  the  hap- 
piness of  the  son."  Ella  then  wished  to 
try  to  rest,  and  Mrs.  Vane  retired  to  read 
the  manuscript. 

It  began  with  her  first  seeing  Colonel 
Vane,  and  a  minute  detail  of  all  that 
passed  between  them,  accompanied  by 
the  letters  she  had  received  from  him, 
and  the  letter  she  had  recently  written  to 
him : — then  followed  what  I  shall  give  in 
detail,  namely,  a  full  elucidation  of  the 
mystery  concerning  her  journey  to  Wales, 
and  the  infant  under  her  protection.  Ella 
wrote  as  follows : 

"  While  I  was  in  London  I  received  a 
letter  from  my  first-cousin,  the  only  child 
of  my  deceased  uncle,  whom  I  tenderly 
loved,  conjuring  me,  if  I  wished  to  see 
her  alive,  to  set  off  immediately  for  such 
a  village,  in  such  a  county  in  Wales,  but 

begging 
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begging  me  to  mention  to  no  one  where 
she  was;  conjuring  me  also  to  leave  my 
servants  at  the  entrance  of  the  principa- 
lity, and  proceed  one  stage  alone, — but 
that  at  the  end  of  that  stage  I  should  be 
met  and  accompanied  to  her  residence. — 
This  letter  filled  me  with  great  alarm  and 
uneasiness. — Having  ever  considered  con- 
cealment and  mystery  as  the  concomitants 
of  guilt,  1  could  scarcely  prevail  on  my- 
self to  obey  such  mysterious  and  suspi- 
cious orders.  But  I  had  loved  my  uncle, 
and  I  loved  his  daughter;  and  as  her 
manners  were  faultless  in  my  opinion, 
and  her  character  irreproachable,  I  con- 
cluded that  her  husband,  a  post  captain 
and  a  very  gallant  officer,  had  gotten  into 
some  difficulties,  and  that  he  being  forced 
to  lie  concealed,  she  was,  very  properly, 
the  companion  of  his  retirement.  —  So 
little,  ala.^ !  was  I  prepared  for  the  shock 
which  ai\'aited  me.     Anxious  for  the  life 

of 
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of  my  cousin,  and  alarmed  at  her  danger, 
I  set  ofF  immediately,  and,  travelling  day 
and  night,  soon  found  myself  at  the  place 
where  I  was  to  dismiss  my  servants.  I  did 
so  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  first  stage 
I  was  met  by  a  sort  of  farmer's  servant 
in  a  one-horse  chaise,  who  in  scarcely 
intelligible  English  told  me  he  was  come 

to  conduct  me  to  Mrs.  ,  naming  the 

name  my  cousin  had  assumed,  and  giving 
me  a  short  note  from  her,  not  worth  co- 
pying. After  travelling  about  a  mile  over 
precipices,  and  winding  round  valleys 
shut  closely  in  by  the  most  threaten- 
ing rocks  I  ever  beheld,  we  reached  a 
sort  of  cottage,  adjoining  a  farm-house, 
at  the  door  of  which  I  saw,  not,  as  I 
hoped.  Captain  Montgomerie  anxiously 
awaiting  my  arrival,  but  a  lady  whom  I 
recognised  as  having  been  governess  to 
my  cousin,  and  who  was,  I  thought,  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Jersey.     1  had  no  time 

to 
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to  ask  questions,  before  I  found  myself  by 
the  bed-side  of  the  nearly  dying  Lucy, 
who  received  me  with  tears,  and  blessings 
for  my  compliance  with  her  request,  and 
also  with  an  expression  of  embarrassment 
and  emotion,  for  which  I  found  it  impos- 
sible to  account.  That  she  had  something 
lying  heavily  on  her  mind  I  soon  disco- 
vered ;  and  when  I  found  that  Captain 
Montgomerie  was  at  sea,  though  expected 
very  soon,  and  heard  Lucy  say,  she  hoped 
she  should  be  dead  before  he  arrived, — 
strange,  miserable  suspicions  took  pos- 
session of  my  mind,  and  I  wished  yet 
dreaded  an  explanation.  It  came  only  too 
soon.  Having  dismissed  the  Welch  girl 
who  waited  en  her,  and  begged  Mrs.  Ben- 
well,  her  friend,  to  leave  us  alone,  she 
desired  me  to  sit  down  by  her  bed-side, 
and,  if  possible,  listen  to  her  tale  with  pa- 
tience.—' Yet  how  can  I  expect  it?'  she 
continued,  '  how  can  I  expect  that  purity 

like 
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like  yours  can  bear  to  listen  to  a  tale  of  guilt 
like  mine  !' — '  Guilt !'  I  exclaimed,  shud- 
dering  as  I  spoke. — 'Yes,  Elia,  guilt. — 
How  willyou  be  surprised,as  well  as  shock- 
ed, to  learn  that  she,  whom  you  have  always 
considered  as  a  model  for  married  women, 
and  as  correct  as  she  was  happy,  has  been 
an  abandoned  woman  and  an  adulterous 
wife !  * — At  these  dreadful  words  I  started 
with  horror  and  indignation  from  my  seat, 
and  it  was  long  before  the  agonies  of  the 
dying  and  repentant  sinner,  and  my  own 
consciousness  that  she  was  a  sufferer,  and 
perhaps  a  penitent,  could  quell  the  tumult 
of  my  feelings,  and  reconcile  me  to  be,  at 
my  time  of  life,  the  unprotected  attendant 
on  such  a  death-bed,  and  conveyed  to  it 
under  ail  the  disadvantages  of  mystery 
and  loneliness.  Besides,  I  felt  that  this  was 
no  common  depravity,  as  her  husband 
was  all  tenderness  and  indulgence.  At 
length  she  went  on  thus :  *  Though  my 

husband 
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husband  doted  on  me,  and  still  dotes,  un- 
conscious of  my  unworthiness,  I  never 
really  loved  him,  as  I  sufficiently  evinced 
in  those  little  quarrels  which  take  place 
sometimes  even  in  the  best  assorted  unions, 
for  the  submissions  were  always  on  my 
husband's  side,  and  never  on  mine.  This 
was  soon  discovered  by  a  family  friend^ 
that  greatest  of  all  dangers  to  the  peace 
of  a  married  couple — unless  he  be  honour- 
able and  the  wife  well- principled — for  he 
who  is  a  guest  at  all  times,  and  welcome 
at  all  hours,  must  someames  come  when 
some  passing  cloud  has  gathered  on  the 
brow  of  the  husband  or  the  wife,  and  the 
latter  contrasts  with  the  angry  frowns  of 
her  husband,  the  unruffled  brow  and 
complacent  smile  and  constant  attention 
of  the  visitor  and  friend  ;  and  if  left  alone 
wkh  the  latter,  hew  easily  may  an  artful 
man  win  from  a  weak  woman  a  detail  of 
the  causes  of  her  husband's  ill-humour, 

and 
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and  complaints  of  his  unkindness,  while 
he  in  reply  wonders  how  any  man  can 
have  the  heart  to  afflict  such  excellence. 
Alas  \  it  was  thus  that  I  was  seduced;  and 
I  declare  with  my  dying  voice,  that  I  be- 
lieve anjj  woman  who  can  so  far  forget 
her  duty  as  to  complain  of  her  husband, 
and  to  a  man  too,  is  lost,  unless  she  hap- 
pens to  have  to  deal  with  a  man  of  prin- 
ciple and  honour.'  |]You  will  conclude, 
my  dear  madam,  that  Mrs.  Montgomerie 
did  not  go  on  thus  with  a  connected  dis- 
course ;  but  that  I  have,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity,  thus  joined  together  the  senti- 
ments I  drew  from  her  by  my  questions 
and  involuntary  expressions  of  wonder  at 
her  guilt,]  '  Our  intrigue  remained  not 
only  undiscovered  but  unsuspected,— for 
my  manners,  as  you  know,  were  very 
guarded  ;  and  though  I  had  as  it  were  tuo 
manners,  still  the  fear  of  discovery  put  us 
both  sufficiently  on  our  guard,  and  whea 
my  husband  was  at  sea  vs^e  were  never 
VOL.  lu  J,  seen 
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seen  together.     But  long  before  our  in- 
tercourse ended  I  found  that  my  lover  had 
lost  all  regard  for   me,    and   wished   to 
pique  me  into  a  complete  dismissal  of  him, 
while  I  had  the  misery  of  discovering  at 
the  same  time  that  I  was  likely  to  become 
a  mother,   and  infamy  in  all  its  terrors 
stared  me  in  the  face.     However,  as  my 
husband    was  not  to   return   for  several 
months,   though  he  had  been  absent  six, 
I  hoped  to  be  able  to  conceal  my  situa- 
tion,   and   elude    discovery.     Therefore, 
when  I  found  longer  concealment  impos- 
sible, I  wrote  to  my  friend  Mrs.  Ben  well 
informing   her  of    my  distress,  aad   she 
came  over  to  me  immediately.  Soon  after, 
on  pretence  of  her  being  in  ill  health  and 
requiring    goat's    uhey,     we    went   into 
Wales;  and  when  my  term  drew  near  we 
retired  to  this  sequestered  spot,  where,  at- 
tended by  a  female  only,  1  became  the 
mothL  r  of  a  daughter,  the  image  of  you, 
Ella,  especially  in  the  eyes,  and  you,  you 

know. 
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knoWj  are  reckoned  excessively  like  me.— 
Would  that  I  had  resembled  you  also  in 
mind  !  But  if  I  can  prevail  on  you  to  take 
charge  of  my  poor  orphan,  the  child  of 
shame,  my  little  Ella  (for  I  have  named 
her  after  you)  may  resemble  you  in  virtue, 
though  her  poor  mother  did  not— and  to 
you  circumstances  imperiously  command 
me  to  bequeath  her.     You  are  rich,  and 
can  provide  for  her;  you  are  humane,  and 
will  protect  her.' — Here  Mrs.  Montgome- 
rie  was  too  exhausted  to  proceed,  and  left 
me  at  leisure  to  reflect,  and  to  contemplate 
the  unexpected  embarrassment  and  per- 
nicious anxiety  to  which  she  had  exposed 
me.     Alas  !  in  what  misery  does  not  one 
frail  woman  involve  all  who  are  connected 
with  her!  A  depraved  man  may  be  shaken 
oft  from  the  family  he  disgraces ;  but  a 
depraved  v/oman,    dependent  and  vv'eak 
from  her  nature  and  her  sex,  must  still 
cling  to  those  ties  on  which  she  is  un- 
w^orthy  to  depend ;  and  wherever  she  does 
L  2  so, 
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SO,  she  leaves,  like  the  snail  oh  the  fruit, 
a  slime  that  marks  her  presence  and  her 
nature. — I  was  instantly  aware  of  the  bad 
consequences  to  me  of  a  charge  of  this 
nature,  unless  allowed  to  disclose  the 
name  of  the  parents  of  the  child ;  and  I 
felt  indignation  and  disgust  at  the  cold 
selfishness  of  this  unhappy  woman,  which 
led  her,  seemingly  without  remorse  or 
consideration  for  me,  to  burthen  me  in  a 
manner  so  injurious,  in  all  probability,  to 
my  reputation  and  my  prospects  in  life ; — 
and  I  had  almost  indignantly  resolved  to 
refuse  her  request,  when  beholding  death 
in  her  face,  every  other  feeling  subsided 
into  that  of  affectionate  pity  ;  and  taking 
her  hand  with  more  tenderness  than  I 
thought  I  could  ever  feel  tow^ards  her 
again,  I  asked  her  what  had  reduced 
her  to  her  present  state. — '  You  know,' 
she  meekly  replied,  '  that  consumptive 
symptoms  attended  my  last  lying-in ;  and 
Waiting  on  this  like  a  sort  of  retributive  ' 

justice, 
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justice,  they  have  proved  too  much  for  a 
constitution  ah'eady  subdued  by  the  cor- 
rosive anguish  of  remorse.' 

"  '  Remorse  ! '  I  exclaimed,  '  and  have 
you,  then,  my  poor  Lucy,  been  so  severe 
a  sufo'er.  and  so  sincere  a  penitent  r' 

"  '  1  am  a  penitent,'  she  replied  :  '  but 
I  am  unable  to  give  the  strongest  proof  of 
my  penitence;  I  cannot,  will  not,  confess 
n"iy  crimes  to  my  deceived  and  therefore 
happy  husband.  I  cannot  bear  that  he 
should  endure  the  agony  of  knowing  that 
the  woman  whom  he  adoredj  deceived  and 
dishonoured  him.' 

" '  But,'  answered  I,  '  if  he  knows 
your  guilt,  he  will  not  lament  you  as  he 
wdll  otherwise  do  ; — therefore,  your  con- 
fession would  spare  him  many  a  pang.' 

'' '  It  is  not  true,'  sh :  rephcd  with 
great  quickness  and  aniaiation,  '  One  of 
the  greatest  of  all  pangs  is  the  certainty  of 
the  unworthiness  of  the  object  we  adore  ; 

and 
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and  this  is  an  agony  I  wish  to  spare  my 
poor  confiding  and  betrayed  husband,  in 
gratitude  for  his  long  trieJ  affection.' 

"  Perhaps  she  was  right,  as  one  con- 
sidering the  peace  of  another, — though 
wrong,  as  a  sinner  seeking  her  own  good  ; 
but  on  this  head  all  that  I  urged  was  urged, 
alas !  in  vain. 

*'  But  to  be  as  brief  as  possible: — At 
length,  though  perfectly  aware  cf  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  it  would  involve 
me  in,  I  made  her  a  solemn  promise  to 
undertake  the  charge  of  her  child.  I  also 
promised  to  conceal  her  guilt,  and  never 
let  the  name  of  the  infant's  mother  be 
known,  except  for  some  veri/  particular 
purpose^  and  to  take  every  possible  pre- 
caution to  prevent  Captain  Montgomerie's 
having  the  slightest  suspicion  of  the  affair. 

*'  That  night,  quieted  in  mind  by  my 
promise  to  be  a  mother  to  the  little  Ella, 
and  with  every  sentiment  of  penitence  and 
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resignation,  she  breathed  her  last  in  my 
arms. 

"  I  must  ov/n  to  you,  that  her  death- 
was  a  great  relief  to  my  mind,  by  taking 
away  a  relation  v^/hose  existence  was  a  dis- 
honour to  me, — and  that  it  was  some  days 
before  I  could  look  at  the  ciFspring  of 
guilt  with  affection  enough  to  reconcile  me 
to  the  task  I  had  undertaken.  But  time 
and  reflection  have  taught  me  tenderer 
feelings  towards  her,  and  even  to  rejoice 
that  I  may  be  able  to  train  up  in  the  paths 
of  virtue,  a  being  otherwise  liable  to  tread 
in  those  of  vice. 

.  *'  As  soon  as  the  funeral  was  over,  it  was 
settled  that  I  should  return  to  Bower  Wood 
and  procure  a  nurse  and  place  of  abode  for 
the  child,  then  three  months  old,  to  which 
place  Mrs-  Benwell  was  to  remove  her,  as 
that  lady,  who  was  anxiously  expected 
back  by  her  husband,  could  not  herself 
take  the  child  even  for  a  short  time,  lest 

questions 


224       APPEARANCE   IS  AGAINST  HER. 

questions  relative  to  it  should  be  asked-, 
and  she  be  forced  to  confess  all.  But  by 
placing  it  at  three  miles  distance  from  my 
own  house,  I  hoped  to  escape  all  observa- 
tion 5  and  had  I  gone  to  see  it  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  in  my  own  car- 
riage^  all  would  have  been  well :  but  my 
consciousness  made  me  steal  to  the  cot- 
tsre  at  undue  hours,  and  alone,  and 
thence  arose  the  appearance  of  guilt  which 
has  occasioned  so  much  misery. 

"  As  soon  as  all  was  settled,  and  I,  as 
I  journeyed  towards  heme,  was  left  to  the 
undisturbed  reflections  of  my  own  mind, 
I  foresaw  with  undescribable  anguish  the 
whole  of  the  trials  to  which  this  myste- 
rious event  would  expose  me,  if  Colonel 
Vane  became  my  declared  lover. — True, 
I  was  at  liberty  to  confide  in  him,  accord- 
ing to  my  own  stipulation  for  leave  under 
particular  cir  cum  stances  to  disclose  the 
secret.  But  knowing  a^  I  did  Ins  distrust- 
ful 
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ful  disposition,  and  the  severity  of  his 
opinions  with  regard  to  women,  his  jea- 
lousy of  their  iptimate  associations  with 
each  other,  and  his  conviction  of  the  cer- 
tain influence  of  example,  particularly 
among  near  relations,  I  felt  that  it  would 
be  long,  very  long,  before  I  should. have 
resolution,  even  if  I  had  opportunity,  to 
tell  him  that  my  first  cousin,  the  play- 
fellow of  my  childhood  and  the  fre^uoi^t 
companion  of  my  youth,  was  a  depraved 
woman  and  a  faithless  wife, — faithless; 
too,  to  one  of  the  best  of  husbands,— I 
knew  very  well  that  he  would  be  jealous 
and  suspicious  of  such  an  intimacy  and 
such  an  example,  and  that  I  should  have 
great  difficulty  in  persuading  him  ths^i! 
neither  Mrs.  Montgomerie's  manners,  con-. 
duct  nor  conversation  exhibited,  to  me  at 
least,  aught  but  the  most  perfect  purity 
and  correctness  ;  and  I  could  not  but  fear 
that,  by  performing  an  act  of  pity  and 
:,  .    •  li  5  humanity. 
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humanity,  I  should  in  ail  probal.iliry  tar- 
nish my  own  fair  lame  in  the  eyes  oi  the 
only  man  of  whose  unqualified  approba* 
tion  I  was  decidedly  ambitious.  Sdli, 
liowever  correctly  I  judged  of  Colonel 
Vane,  I  own  with  shame  and  contruiGn, 
that  had  I  been  as  explicit  v\iih  him  as  I 
ought  to  have  betn  as  soon  as  he  deciar.^d 
himself  my  lover,  much  if  not  all  of  the 
wretchedness  we  have  both  experienced 
would  have  been  avoided  ;  and  I  shall  re- 
gret to  the  last  hour  of  my  existence  that 
weak  and  unworthy  fear  of  consequences, 
that  terror  of  awakening  in  him  suspicions 
injurious  to  my  character,  which  induced 
me  to  persevere  in  a  concealment  which, 
though  the  result  of  virtue  in  the^r^l  in- 
stance^  when  persevered  in  to  a  betrothed 
lover  immediately  became  a  species  of 
guilt ;  and  I  feel  that  the  misery  I  have 
endured  from  his  suspicions  of  my  depi-a- 
vity,  has  been  a  son  of  retnbdtiVe' justice. 

*♦  But^ 


-APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER.       227 

"  But,  should  he  ever  return,  (and  <ome- 
^hing  whispers  me  that  he  will  return,) 
and  -vxhen  I  shall  present  to  him  as  my 
guest,  and  the  object  of  my  fondest  care, 
the  mother  whom  1  k.iow  he  lias  always 
tenderly  loved,  I  shall  obtain  a  no :)le  re- 
venge  over  the  doubts  that  degraded  both 
him  and  me,  and  triumph  1  hope  over 
every  remaining  prejudice. — O  dearest 
madam  !  crush  not  these  soothing  hopes, 
but  let  me  be  to  you  a?  a  daughter  in 
-e»?ery  thing  hivt  the  name ! 

"  E1.LA    MORDAUNT." 

*'  The  above  wis  written,  as  you  will 
perceive,  before  the  dreadful  news  reached 
us. — But  I  have  remembered  there  is  still 
a  hope,  or  I  could  not  nave  had  the  hear't 
to  write  these  few  words.'* 

While  Mrs.  Vane  was  reading  this  nar- 
rative, a  feeling  of  piry  and  respect  amount- 
ing to  €Athu6ia8^  reverent  w^  v:»^ied 

ia 
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in  her  towards  the  young  and  interesting 
heroine,  so  deserving,  yet  so  injured  ;  so 
formed  for  happiness,  yet  suddenly  plunged 
in  what  she  considered  irremediable  mi- 
sery ;  for  could  Ella  ever  recover  the 
blow  ?  Never  :  for  she  gave  to  her  her 
own  feelings — and  she  could  not  prove 
her  respect  more. — "Noble-minded  girli" 
she  exclaimed,  "  to  take  on  herself  the 
blame  of  having  deprived  me  of  my  son, 
though  at  the  risk  of  driving  me  from 
her  ! — Leave  thee,  thou  dear  and  gene- 
rous and  ill-treated  being  !  Never,  never. 
Thy  reputation  has  suffered  in  some 
measure  through  the  means  of  the  son  j 
be  it  the  mother's  care  and  pride  to  re- 
store it  by  her  countenance  to  its  original 
brightness  !  for  who  can  dare  to  say,  that 
the  mother  of  Colonel  Vane  and  the  faith- 
ful widow  of  his  father  would  be  the  com- 
panion  of  aught  but  purity  and  virtue  ?*'. 
Jier  meeting  with  EUa  next  diiy  was  a 

most 


APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER.       229 

most  affecting  one  ;  but  it  healed  in  some 
measure  the  sorrows  of  both.  Ella  was 
contented  to  receive  Mrs.  Vane  as  her 
companion  on  her  own  terms — that  is,  on 
her  paying  for  the  board  of  herself  and 
servant. 

Ella  was  called  away  from  this  inter- 
esting meeting  to  a  new  trial — that  of 
receiving  Captain  Montgomerie,  to  whom 
she  had  written,  stating  that  his  wife  was 
taken  ill  while  travelling  in  Wales  with 
Mrs.  Benweil,  and  that  she  had  hastened 
to  her  only  just  time  enough,  as  the  de- 
cline was  very  rapid,  to  receive  her  dying 
breath,  and  be  intrusted  with  her  tender 
wishes  for  his  health  and  happiness,  and 
her  blessing  for  the  years  of  indulgent  af- 
fection in  which  she  had  lived  with  him-— 
commending  at  the  same  time  her  daugh- 
ter ( then  at  school )  to  his  care  and  love. 
Captain  Montgomerie  had  received  this 
lett^T  some  months  before  the  state  of  his 

spirits 
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spirits  would  allow  him  to  answer  it ;  antf 
he  had  been  on  shore  some  days  before 
lie  had  resolution  to  set  ofF  for  Bower 
Wood  to  visit  F.lla,  as  he  had  not  learat 
her  change  of  abode. 

At  W he  not  only  lenrnt  that,  but 

heard  such  hints  re.^pecting  its  cause,  and 
concerning  Ella,  that  ht  thought  it  his  duty, 
as  a  friend  and  relation  by  marriage,  to 
tell  her  what  was  said,  and  offer  his  ad- 
vice. 

It  was  with  excessive  perturbation  that 
Ella  went  down  to  an  interview  with  this 
much  injured,  but  deceived,  confiding 
husband — and  Captain  Monrgomerie  was 
equally  agitated. — '' O  Ella!  kind  and 
true  friend,'*  said  he  at  last — "  so  you  at- 
tended my  suffering  angel  in  h«r  last  liio- 
tnentsf  Would  I  had  been  there  !  wouM 
I  had  been  there,  to  ask  her  pardon  for  aH 
my  faults  towards  her !" 

"  FaultSjMontgomerie?  Why,  you  were 

the 
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the  best  of  husbands !  You  were  only  tot> 
good  to  her — you  :  polled  her." 

*'  Do  you  think  so  ?  No :  she  was  tot) 
-perfect  to  be  spoiled — 1  could  nv^t  do  too 
much  for  such  an  angel."  1  hen  he  gave 
way  to  another  burst  of  sorrow ;  while 
Ella  could  scarcely  bear  to  witness  such 
proofs  of  a  tenderness  so  little  deserved  by 
the  object  of  it. 

"  But   tell   me,   Ella,    do   you   really 
think  I  did  my  duty  by  her  ? — I  thought 
-so   while  she  was  alive,  but  now  she  is 
dead  I  daily  reproach  myself." 

*' That  is  a  very  natural  and  a  very 
common  feeling,  my  dtar  friend,  though 
in  your  cas^  a  nest  irrati(>nal  one :  you 
were  on  my  honour^  in  my  opinion,  a  mo» 
del  for  husbands." 

"  She  was  for  wivea^  Ella. — Now  tell 
'  me,  do  you  think  you  ever  saw  a  more 
?vdinirable  woman  ?" 

"  I>ear  JVicnigoraerieP'  replied  Ella, 
'  '  willing 
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willing  to  avoid  a  direct  reply,  "  I  will 
not  sulilr  you  to  go  on  thus.  By  dwell- 
ing on  the  charms  of  her  whom  you  have 
lost,  you  only  increase  the  misery  you 
ought  to  struggle  to  overcome." 

"  Well,  that's  right,''  said  he  deeply 
sighing :  "  and  now  to  show  my  gratitude 
to  you  for  your  kindness  to  my  dying 
saint — Tell  me,"  cried  he^  suddenly  grasp- 
ing her  arm,  "  do  you  not  think  she  is 
now  a  saint  in  heaven  ?" 

"  My  belief  in  the  mercy  of  the  Deity 
is  unbounded,"  replied  Ella  solemnly. 

"His  mercy?"  replied  Montgomerie, 
"  I  was  speaking  of  his  justice  ;  and  from 
that  she  had  little  to  fear." 

"  Captain  Montgomerie,'*  replied  Ella 
with  a  pale  cheek  and  faltering  voice, 
"  these  are  awful,  fearful  subjects,  and  I 
like  not  to  discuss  them,  assured  that  the 
very  best  of  us,  in  the  presence  of  Him  to 
whom  you  allude,  must  stand  appalled." 

And 


And  Montgomerle,  a  little  piqued  at  her 
not  approving  of  his  beatification  of  his 
adored  Lucy,  went  on  with  what  he  was 
going  to  say. — "  Well,  well,  then,  to  talk 
of  something  else — and  as  I  was  going  to 
say,  in  return  for  your  kindness  to  my 
lost  treasure,!  will  tell  you  a  bit  of  my  mind 

relative  to  yourself.     I  find  at  W , 

that  you  have  been  playing  the  fool,  cousin 
Ella," 

*'  Playing  the  fool,  Captain  Montgo- 
merie  ! — What  mean  you  ?" 

"  Why,  I  mean  that  you  have  been 
setting  all  the  gossips  talking  about  you/* 

''How!" 

"  Oh,  you  know  how — and  to  be  sure, 
though  an  excellent  creature,  you  always 
were  too  apt  to  set  appearances  at  defiance. 
You  know  my  poor  Lucy  used  to  preach 
to  you  sometimes — she  used  to  tell  you 
your  manner  was  too  free — her  own  you 
know  was  nerfect," 

«'  Grant 
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"  Grant  me  patience,  Heaven  !'*  cried 
Ella  rising,  and  walking  up  and  down  the 
room — "  Captain  Montgomerle,  I  cannot 
bear  these  allusions  to  my  cousin — they 
distress  me  beyond  endurance." 

"Do  they? — Kind,  feeling  girl! — ■ 
Well,  I  will  obey  you  if  I  can — but  as  I 
was  saying — I  heard  something  about  a 
child,  a  vague  hint  concerning  u  child  that 
dropped  from  the  clouds,  and  lo  !  was 
under  your  protection.  Now,  who  but  a. 
romantic  miss  like  you,  who,  conscious 
of  her  innocence  forsooth,  cares  not  what 
the  world  says, would  undertake  the  charge 
of  a  mysterious  child  ?  for  you  doa't  sup- 
pose I  think  it  your  child,  Ella — No,  1 
would  blow  any  man's  brains  out  who  said 
it  was. — But,  how  pale  you  look!  I  pro- 
test, if  I  don't  believe  you  are  going  to 
faint!" 

*'  I  am  rather  sick,'*  said  Ella  faintly  j 
*'  but  open  ihe  windo  ^ ,  and  I  shall  be 

better 
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better  soon." — He  did  so  ;  and  the  tor- 
tured Ella  recovered. 

"  And  this  is  all  you  learnt,  is  it?" 
said  she. 

"  All !  and  enough  too ;  but  I  hope 
to  know  more,  and  prevail  on  you  to  tell 
me  v/hose  the  child  is,  and  not  to  persist 
in  keeping  a  secret  so  prejudicial  to  your- 
self." 

"  Never. — Besides,  it  has  done  me  all 
the  harm  it  can  now  do  me,"  said  Ella 
bursting  into  tears. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  distress  you,  Ella ; 
but  it  is  for  your  good :  and  I  tell  you 
honestly,  you  must^  if  you  value  your  re- 
putation, let  it  be  known  whose  the  child 
is  ;  for  though  I  would  fight  any  man 
who  said  it  was  yours,  I  must  own  it  is  a 
suspicious  circumstance ;  and  I  am  sure 
if  my  prudent,  delicate  Lucy  were  alive 
she  would  say  the  same.*' 

"  She  would  dio  no  such  thing,"  re- 
plied 
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plied  Ella  indignantly  : — ''  she  would  bid 
me  keep  the  secret  so  intrusted  to  me,  at 
the  hazard  of  every  danger  to  myself.'* 

''  How  little  you  knew  her,  Ella ! — 
"Why,  she  had  not  an  atom  of  romance 
in  her  composition  !  The  plain,  sober, 
straight  forward  duties  of  life  were  all  she 
cared  for ;  and- '*  Here  Ella  abso- 
lutely ran  out  of  the  room  ,  but  soon  re- 
lurnedj  after  a  violent  cilbrt,  to  her  asto- 
nislied  auditor. — "  Forgive  me,"  said  she, 
*'  but  since  Lucy's  death-scene,  and  the 
probable  loss  of  one  very  dear  to  me,  my 
nerves  have  been  m.uch  shattered." 

"  Poor  thing  !"  he  replied,  affection- 
ately kissing  her  hand,  '•  I  can  feel  for 
you  only  too  well — but  about  this  child, 
Ella " 

EI  ere  she  interrupted  him,  and  said 
firmly,  "  Captain  Montgomerie,  my  own 
sense  of  right  has  hitherto  always  been  m.y 
rule  of  action,  and  ever  shall  be  ;  and  I 

must 
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must  desire  you  to  drop  this  subject/' — 
At  this  moment  the  nurse,  supposing 
Eila  was  alone,  came  into  the  room  with 
the  infant  in  her  arms. — In  an  instant  the 
terrified  Ella  ran  to  the  door  to  send  her 
back  ;  but  Montgomerie  reached,  it  before 
her,  and  vowed  he  would  have  a  look  at 
the  little  brat,  and  see  if  he  could  find 
out  whose  it  was  by  the  likeness. — This 
speech  rendered  Ella  desperate,  and  wild- 
ly struggling  with  'viontgomerie,  she  desir- 
ed the  nurse  to  take  the  child  away.  How- 
ever, though  Ella  had  removed  him  from 
the  door  by  her  efforts,  and  the  nurse  had 
liberty  to  pass,  he  suddenly  sprung  for- 
ward and  seized  the  woman  ;  and  the 
child's  tell-tale  eyes  were  about  to  be 
turned  on  him,  when  the  infant,  fright- 
ened by  the  noise,  set  up  a  scream,  and 
began  to  cry  in  a  manner  so  deforming  to 
its  face,  and  rendering  its  eyes  so  com- 
pletely irrecognisable,  that  Ella  was  easy ; 

and 
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and  Captain  Montgomerie,  holding  his 
ears,  was  glad  to  let  it  depart  instantly.  ' 

"  I  will  bid  you  farewell  now,  Ella," 
said  he  coldly. — "  Upon  my  soul  you  are 
an  inexplicable  girl !  But  I  will  see  you 
again  before  I  sail,  and  then  I  hope  you 
will  hear  reason.*' — And  Ella  had  the  mi- 
sery of  seeing  that  he  went  zwzy  suspect- 

ing  that  the  town  of  W had  more 

ground  than  he  knew  of  for  their  suspicions. 

"  Oh  !  my  dear  madam  1"  said  Ella  to 
Mrs.  Vane,  "  I  have  gone  through  such 
a  trial !  but  I  came  off  victorious." — And 
the  praises  of  Mrs,  Vane  were  indeed  re- 
quisite to  keep  up  her  drooping  fortitude. 

Ella  was  soon  called  upon  to  endure  a 
trial  of  a  different  nature,  and,  as  she  smi- 
Hngly  told  Mrs.  Vane,  to  emulate  her  mag- 
nanimity in  suffering, — a  suffering,  which 
for  her  sake  she  regretted  much  more 
than  for  her  own.  ' 

The  father  of  Ella  came  to  the  estates 

which 
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which  she  enjoyed,  on  the  death  of  a  first 
cousin  of  the  name  of  Mordaunt,  his  own 
name  being  Aubrey  ;  and  on  commg  to 
them  he  was  forced,  as  his  cousin  had  been 
before  him,  to  take  the  arms  and  bear  the 
name  of  Mordaunt. 

Mr.  Mordaunt  had  had  one  son,  a  most 
profligate  young  man,  whose  debts  of  ho- 
nour and  other  debts  he  had  paid  till  he 
could  pay  no  longer  : — on  which  the  infa- 
tuated young  man  broke  open  his  father^s 
bureau,  and  having  taken  thence  bills  to.a 
considerable  amount,  he  married  a  woman 
of  the  town  and  set  sail  for  the  East  In- 
dies. As  soon  as  he  arrived  there  he 
went  up  the  country  ;  and  being  resolved 
never  to  hold  intercourse  with  his  father, 
and  eager  to  be  revenged  on  him  for  re- 
fusmg  to  pay  his  debts,  he  spread  a  story 
of  his  death,  knowing  that  his  father's 
first  vi^ish  was  to  have  an  heir;  and  hoping, 
should  he  marry  a  second  wife  a  d  have 
children,  to  return  some  day  or  other  and 

blight 
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blight  the  prospects  of  the  supposed  heir 
by  proving  himself  alive.  His  scheme 
succeeded  only  in  part ;  for  his  father, 
though  he  believed  him  dead,  did  not 
marry  again,  and  the  fortune  descended 
to  Ella.  The  heir  meanwhile,  having  lost 
his  first  wife,  married  a  woman  of  colour, 
who  brought  him  an  immense  fortune ; 
and  to  this  woman  he  was  so  much  at- 
tached, that,  as  she  vowed  she  would 
never  quit  India,  he  resigned  his  inten- 
tions of  claiming  his  birth-right,  and  let 
the  fortune  go  on  his  father's  decease  to 
the  heir  at  law.  But  when  his  second 
wife  died,  and  he  sought  to  lose  the  an- 
guish her  loss  occasioned  him  in  a  renewal 
of  his  gaming  habits,  he  soon  lost  ail  the 
fortune  she  had  brought  him;  and  when 
his  only  child  lamented  in  his  hearing  that 
his  prospects  in  life  were  now  entirely 
blighted,  he  felt  it  an  act  of  duty  and  jus- 
tice to  him  to  assert  his  claims  to  the 
Mordaunt  fortune,  and  prove  beyond  dis- 
pute 
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pute  that  Richard  Aubrey,  the  only  son 
and  lawful  heir  of  Mr.  Mordaunt  of 
Bower  Wood,  was  alive,  and  had  a  son  to 
succeed  him.  Accordingly  he  and  his 
son  sailed  for  England,  and  after  he  had 
consulted  with  his  lawyers,  Ella's  solicitor 
received  the  necessary  notice.  Of  Mr. 
Aubrey's  identity  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
many  persons  recognised  him  as  soon  as 
they  saw  him  ;  among  the  rest,  Ella  her- 
self, who,  when  a  child,  remembered 
having  conceived  a  great  terror  against 
him  because  he  had,  while  on  a  visit  to 
her  parents,  seated  her  on  his  lap  and 
rubbed  her  cheek  with  his  beard.  The 
case  was,  therefore,  too  plain  to  admit  of 
any  doubt,  and  Ella  quietly  resigned  all 
title  to  the  Mordaunt  estates,  and  took 
the  name  oi  Aubrey,  refusing  to  accept 
any  donation  from  a  man  whom  she  could 
not  esteem,  preferring  to  live  on  the 
trifling  sum  bequeathed  her  by  Mrs.  Anne 
VOL.  II.  M  Mordaunt. 
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Mordaunt.  The  young  heir  of  Bower 
Wood,  mdeed,  who  had  become  ena- 
moured of  Ella's  beauty  spite  of  her 
evident  dejection,  would,  with  his  father's 
approbation  too,  have  made  her  his  wife : 
but  this  offer  she  peremptorily  declined, 
and  the  father  and  son  were  both  too 
angry  to  trouble  her  with  further  at- 
tentions. 

Mrs.  Vane  and  Ella,  now  more  alike  in 
trials,  more  sisters  in  misfortune  than  be- 
fore, had  therefore  a  new  home  to  seek. 
Ella  could  with  great  ceconomy  have  lived 
herself  on  the  income  she  possessed  ;  but 
even  united  to  Mrs.  Vane's  it  was  not 
enough  to  procure  to  that  now  constant 
invalid  the  comforts  and  aids  she  wanted. 
Therefore  Ella  resolved  to  increase  her  in- 
come, and  consequently  prevent  any  pri- 
vations to  her  companion,  by  taking  pu- 
"  pils ;  and  as  the  unwelcome  and  over- 
"  powering   intelligence  had   now  arrived 

that 
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that  Colonel  Vane's  body,  though  strip- 
ped and  mutilated,  had  been  found,  re- 
cognised,  and  buried  with  due  honours, 
all  the  hope  was  for  ever  lost  which  had 
almost  unconsciously  supported  the  spirits 
of  Ella,  and  she  felt  that  without  constant 
and  difficult  occupation  she  should  per- 
haps sink  under  the  pressure  of  affliction. 
Besides,  she  thought  that  she  could  edu- 
cate her  orphan  charge  better  with  others 
than  alone,  and  she  proceeded  accordingly 
as  soon  as  she  had  prevailed  on  Mrs.  Vane 
to  consent  to  her  plans,  which  she  did  as 
soon  as  Colonel  Vane's  death  was  declared 
to  be  undoubted,  and  the  heir  at  law  had 
taken  possession  of  his  property,  which 
consisted  entirely  in  entailed  estates. 

Ella  resolved,  for  the  sake  of  income, 
to  take  six  pupils  from  the  age  of  thirteen 
to  sixteen  at  a  very  considerable  salary, 
and  for  the  sake  of  usefulness  she  wished 
to  add  to  them  twelve  children  of  four 
M  2  years 
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years   old, — because    she    thought    that, 
though  she  might  improve  the  manners 
of  girls  of  the  former  age,  she  could  do 
little  for  their  morals,  as  she  believed  that 
the  foundation  of  character  is  hid  in  child- 
hood, and  can  never  be  materially  altered ; 
but  at  the  early  age  of  four  she  thought 
that  she  might  not  only  give  her  pupils 
good  habits,  but  eradicate  bad  ones.   And 
Mrs.  Vane  highly  approved  this  plan : — 
but  she  would  probably   have  approved 
any  plan  which  Ella  proposed,  as,  being 
formed  not  only  to  love  excellence  but  to 
adore  it,  she  was  convinced  that  all  Ella 
did  was  *'  wisest,  virtuousest,  drscreetest, 
best;" — for,  Uke  most  persons  who  slowly 
and  rarely  love,  Mrs.  Vane  when  she  did 
love  did  so  even  to  enthusiasm.     Mean- 
while, such  was  the  power  of  Mrs,  Vane's 
countenance  and  protection  to  counteract 
the  baneful  effect  of  the  slanders  propa- 
gated against  Ella,  that  she  had  in  a  short 

time 
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time  the  number  of  pupils  which  she  de- 
sired, and  the  quondam  heiress  of  Bower 

Wood  became  as  celebrated  at  T , 

near  which  city  she  now  resided,  for  her 
successful  manner  of  instructing  youth,  aa 
she  had  been  for  her  beauty,  her  graces^ 
her  taste,  and   her  splendour,  when  she 

liv^d  in  the  neighbourhood  of  W . 

Nearly  three  years  had  elapsed  since 
the  news  of  the  taking  of  Seringapatani 
had  reached  England,  and  Ella  had  been 
two  years  a  school  mistress,  when  a  gen- 
tleman of  good  fortune  and  of  splendid 
abilities,  who  was  very  high  at  the  bar, 
ventured  to  avow  to  the  exemplary  in- 
structress of  youth  the  passion  he  had 
never  dared  to  own  to  the  heiress  of 
Bower  Wood.  To  virtue  and  talent  he 
united  great  personal  recommendations 
and  most  pleasing  manners ;— and  such 
was  his  respect  for  Ella's  feelings,  that  it 
was  to  Mrs.  Yane  he  first  made  known 

his 
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his  desire  to  address  her.  At  first  the 
idea  of  such  a  proposal  startled  and  di- 
stressed Mrs.  Vane  ;  but  her  good  sense, 
and  her  generosity  of  nature,  soon  taught 
her  that  she  must  not  even  wish  to  stand"* 
in  the  way  of  Ella's  forming  so  desirable^ 
a  marriage,  and  that  she  ought  to  combat' 
the  attachment  to  the  memory  of  her  son, 
which  might  lead  Ella  to  reject  this  ad- 
vantageous proposal ;  while  with  a  look 
and  manner  which  conveyed  to  Mr.  Al- 
lington  a  conviction  that  she  spoke  truth, 
she  assured  him  that  she  earnestly  wished 
him  success,  and  v/ould  second  his  suit  to 
the  utmost  of  her  power. 

"  Allow  me,  madam,  to  say,  that  if  I 
am  so  fortunate  as  to  succeed,  my  first 
request  must  be  that  you  reside  with  us : 
on  no  other  condition  would  I  accept 
the  hand  of  Miss  Mordaunt,  as  one  of 
her  charms  iii  my  eyes  is  her  devoted 
attachment   to  you."      Mrs.   Vane   was 

gratified,^ 
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gratified,  but  only  offered  him  her  thanks 
in  return : — she  was  however  pleased  to 
think  this  generosity  in  Mr.  Allington 
might  be  likely  to  recommend  his  suit  to 
Ella. 

Ella,  though  flattered  by  and  grateful 
for  the  love  of  such  a  man,  gave  to  his 
offers  a  firm  though  kind  refusal ;  but  at 
length  overcome  by  his  pleadings  and 
those  of  Mrs.  Vane,  she  promised  to  take 
a  week  to  consider  of  his  proposals,  and 
examine  her  own  heart  before  she  made 
an  absolute  decision.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  Mr.  Allington  came  according  to  ap- 
pointment, and  as  soon  as  Ella  entered 
the  room  Mrs.  Vane  knew  by  the  placid 
and  contented  expression  of  her  counte- 
nance what  her  decision  would  be.  "  I 
have  now,  sir,"  said  she,  "  in  justice 
both  to  you  and  myself,  taken  a  whole 
week  to  consider  on  the  offer  you  have 
honoured  me  by  making,  and  I  can  only 

say 
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say  in  the  words  of  an  old  song  which  I 

could  once  sing, 

*  Gin  living  worth  could  win  my  heart. 
You  would  not  sigh  in  vain  : 
But  in  the  silent  grave  'tis  laid ^'^ 

Here  emotion  choked  her  utterance  :  but 
recovering  herself,  she  added,  "  Yet  that 
is  not  the  truth  neither :  while  I  remain 
single  I  may  without  a  fault  allow  myself 
to  dwell  on  the  image  of  him  whom  I 
have  lost — but  were  I  a  wife,  I  could  not, 
ought  not  to  do  this  ;  nay  more, — and 
that  is  the  true  reason  why  1  will  not  at^ 
tempi  to  substitute  your  image  for  his, 
and  try  to  return  the  love  wiih  which 
you  honour  me, — strzinge,  ridiculous 
and  romantic  as  it  may  be,  and  though 
the  heir  at  law  has  long  since  taken 
possession  of  his  cousin's  estates,  being 
convinced  of  his  death,  there  are  times 
when  I  disbelieve  it  still,  and  vhen  1  lose 
myself  in   a  delightful  reverie  of  his  re-^ 

•turn. 
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turn.— But  if  I  marry  I  must  give  up  this 
enjoyment,  or  rather  the  idea  would  cease 
to  be  an  enjoyment ;  and  believe  me,  I 
would  rather  have  the  pleasure  of  this 
ideal  good,  I  would  rather  retain  the 
power  of  having  these  soothing  reveries, 
than  resign  them  for  aught  which  the  rest 
of  the  world  would  consider  as  substantial 
benefits.  I  can  say  no  more,"  continued 
Ella,  "  except  to  beg  you  to  remember 
that  no  Ihnng  object,  one  alone  excepted, 
could  rival  you,  or  succeed  where  you 
have  failed*" 

Affected,  gratified,  yet  distressed,  Mr. 
Alilngton  silently  pressed  her  hand,  and 
departed. 

"  My  child,  child  of  my  love  and  my 
adoption!"  cried  Mrs.  Vane,  when  he 
was  gone,  "  I  cannot  blame  you,  for  I 
should  have  done  the  same."  But  after 
this  burst' of  feeling  v\as  over,  Mrs.  Vane 
entered  into  herself,  and  recollected  how 
M  5  wrong 
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wrong  it  was  in  her  to  countenance  in 
Ella,  by  her  implied  approbation,  an  in- 
dulgence of  hopeless  tenderness  which 
she  was  now  well  aware  had  been  impro- 
per in  herself;  and  with  a  faltering  voice, 
but  a  firm  and  decided  mind,  she  expo- 
stulated seriously  with  Ella,  and  endea- 
voured to  convince  her,  that  her  resolu- 
tion never  to  marry,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  were  formed,  were  a  dereliction 
from  duty,  inasmuch  as  they  prevented  her 
from  filling  those  situations  in  life  which 
-she  was  so  well  calculated  to  fill  with  ho- 
nour to  herself,  and  benefit  to  others. 

"  I  should  agree  with  you  in  opinion," 
replied  Ella,  "  and  act  accordingly,  were 
my  feelings  of  faithful  tenderness  so  mor- 
bid, as  to  make  me  lead  a  life  of  seclu- 
sion, uselessness,  and  misery.  But  it  is 
not  so  :  though  I  have  not  nor  ever  shall 
have  children  of  my  own,  my  life  is  spent 
in  endeavouring  to  benefit  the  children  of 

others. 
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Others.  Though  I  have  no  husband  to 
claim  from  me  the  duties  of  affection,  I 
have  a  suffering  and  sickly  parent,  for 
whom  it  is  my  pride  and  my  pleasure 
also  to  perform  all  the  little  offices  which 
her  situation  requires  ;  and  while  that 
parent  owns  that  I  make  her  happy,  who 
shall  say  that  the  indulgence  of  my  hope- 
less tenderness  interferes  with  my  duties 
and  what  1  owe  to  my  fellow  creatures  ? 
Grudge  me  not  then,  dearest;  mother,  as 
i  must  ever  call  you,  the  dreams  that- re- 
pay me  in  my  moments  of  leisure  for  the 
privations  I  endure.  True  they  are  but 
dreams — yet  they  are  to  me  welcome  and 
soothing  as  the  distant  ray  of  his  cottage 
lamp  to  the  labourer  when  he  returns 
to  his  home  after  the  toil  of  the  day  is 
over." 

*'  Enough,  my  child,*'  replied  Mrs. 
Vane,  "  and  I  will  urge  you  on  this  sub= 
ject  no  more." 

About 
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About  a  month  after  the  meeting  with 
Mr.  Allington  and  this  conversation  had 
taken  place,  Ella  went  to  a  bookseller's 

shop  in  the  town  of  T ,  which  she 

had  been  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  ; 
and  seeing  the  newspaper  lying  on  the 
table,  she  was  just  taking  it  up,  when 
the  mistress  of  the  shop  ran  to  her,  and 
snatching  it  from  her  said,  "  The  paper 
is  engaged,  you  can't  have  it."  Ella  for 
a  moment  thought  that  her  adversity  had 
altered  this  woman's  manner  towards  her, 
as  she  had  known  her  in  her  prosperity 
and  had  then  treated  her  with  due  respect : 
she  was  therefore  preparing  to  express  her 
indignant  surprise  at  this  rudeness,  when 
looking  up,  she  saw  her  lip  quivering 
with  emotion,  and  her  eyes  filled  with 
tears.  Immediately  a  vague  suspicion 
came  across  her  mind  : — she  had,  she 
was  sure,  no  new  calamity  to  hear  '.—per- 
haps then  the  paper  contained  joyful  news; 

— and 
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—and  almost  breathless  with  emotion  she 
said,  "  I  know  you  had  a  reason  for 
snatching  that  paper  so  rudely  from 
me." 

"  God  bless  you !  that  I  had." 

"  But  give  it  me;  there  can  be, no  bad 
news  for  me  to  hear  now — -and  if,  as  you 
have  seen,  I  can  support  misfortune,  do 
you  think  I  cannot  support  happiness,  if 
such  be  really  in  store  for  me?" 

"  1  don't  know  what  to  do,"  replied 
the  good  woman.  ''  I  saw  when  you 
came  in  that  you  had  not  heard  the  news, 
and  I  was  afraid  to  let  you  see  it  all  at 
once,  as  they  say." 

"  Pray  give  me  the  paper,"  said  Ella 
faintly,  and  going  into  the  parlour  behind 
the  shop.  The  woman  obeyed  her,  and 
Ella  read  as  follows : — ''  We  have  the 
"  happiness  to  inform  our  readers  that  a 
"  gentleman  just  returned  from  India  saw 

«  and 
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"  and  spoke  to,  on  the  coast  of  Mala- 
"  bar,  the  gallant  Colonel  Vane,  so  long 
"  supposed  dead." 

"  I  am  very  faint,"  said  Ella,  and  for 
some  minutes  she  laid  her  face  on  the 
kind  woman's  shoulder :  "  I  am  better 
now,"  said  she,  "  but  I  will  go  home — 
I  do  not  want  to  read  any  more, — I  know 
he  is  alive,  and  that's  enough."  At  this 
moment,  while  the  wildness  of  her  look 
and  the  odd  sound  of  her  voice  alarmed 
her  humble  friend  for  her  reason,  a  vio* 
lent  burst  of  tears  relieved  her,  and  re- 
stored her  to  herself.  She  now  took  up  the 
paper  again,  and  saw  that  Colonel  Vane 
had  been  in  prison,  aye !  in  the  prisons 
of  the  Inquisition  at  Goa — that  he  had 
suffered  much  from  his  wounds,  and  was 
scarcely  recognisable.  "  But  he  is  ahve 
again  !"  exclaimed  Ella ;  then  continuing 
to  read,  she  found  he  was  well  enough  to 

sail 
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sail  for.  England,  and  was  probably  al- 
ready embarked. 

"  Already  embarked !  and  he  is  coming ! 
and  we  shall  see  him  again !"  cried  Ella. 
Then  another  flood  of  tears  came  to  her 
relief,  and  in  an  hour's  time  she  was  able 
to  compose  herself  sufficiently  to  return 
home  to  communicate  the  glad  tidings 
which  she  had  heard.  But  how  should 
she  set  about  it  ?  there  was  the  difficulty 
—^and  while  wondering  what  to  do,  she 
found  herself  in  the  presence  of  Mrs. 
Vane,  who  seeing  her  coming,  and  no- 
ticing her  agitated  air,  came  out  to  meet 
her.  "  What  ails  you,  my  child  ?"  cried 
she  :  "  you  look  I  know  not  how." 

*' Do  I?"  she  replied  with  a  sort  of 
vacant  smile  :  then  looking  up  in  Mrs. 
Vane's  face,  and  throwing  herself  on  her 
neck,  she  burst  into  a  violent  convulsive 
laugh. 

"  Gracious  Heaven  !"  exclaimed  Mrs. 

Vane> 
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Vane,  "  O  let  me  not  have  to  fear  for 
the  mind  of  this  beloved  being  ! — Ella, 
Ella,  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  let  me  not 
have  the  agony  of  seeing  you  thus  !"      '  ■ 

Ella  v^as  conscious,  though  in  this  high 
state  of  nervous  irritation  ;  and  making  a 
great  effort  she  faltered  out,  "  lie  is  alive  ! 
he  is  well,  he  is  coming  to  England  !" 

"  But  is  this  true  ?  can  it  be  ?  who 
says  so  ?  is  it  in  the  pa':ers,  and  in  wide 
letters  ? " 

"  It  is, — I  saw  it  myself  this  moment/' 
And  Mrs.  Vane  fell  on  her  knees,  and 
joining  her  hands  in  prayer,  murmured 
out,  "  Father  of  mercies  !  I  thank  thee  : 
but  not  for  my  sake  do  I  rejoice,  I  did 
not  deserve  this  blessing.*' 

A  chaise  and  four  nov/  drove  up  to  the 
door,  and  occasioned  them  surprise  and 
perturbation.  It  could  not  be,  they  knew,' 
the  object  of   their  solicitude — and  lo ! 
two  strangers,  a  lady  and  a  gentleman, 

alighted, 
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alighted;  on  which  the  servant  came  in,  say- 
ing that  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Rivers  begged 
to  see  Mrs.  Vane.  Their  errand  who  could 
doubt  ?  their  motives  who  could  mistake  ? 
They  were  admitted  :  and  as  vSoon  as  they 
saw  bv  the  emotion  visible  on  the  faces  of 
both  ladies  that  the  good  news  was  known, 
they  caught  the  contagious  emotion,  and 
the  man  and  the  soldier  was  not  ashamed 
to  join  his  tears  to  theirs. 

**  Mrs.  Vane,"  said  Colonel  Rivers, 
"  I  dared  not  come  near  you,  nor  that 
lady,  while  I  thought  thrt  Vane  had  pe- 
rished for  his  humanity  to  me,  and  my 
poor  Sophia  here  could  hardly  value  the 
life  she  had  purchased  at  to  dear  a  rate. 
But  now  that  we  are  both  wild  with  joy 
at  the  news  of  his  being  still  in  existence 
and  on  his  way  to  England,  we  ventured 
to  show  our  faccs  to  you ;  and  here  we 
are,  and  though  strangers  we  hope  to  be 
considered  as  friends." 

"  I  must 
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**  I  must  give  my  children  a  holiday  to- 
day/*  said  Ella ;  and  she  felt  an  unde- 
scribable  emotion  while  she  sent  the  glad 
notice  by  the  lisping  tongue  of  the  little 
Ella. 

The  Riverses  staid  with  them  till  the 
moon  rose,  and  then  left  them,  promising 
to  return  when  Colonel  Vane  should  ar- 
rive. When  Colonel  Vane  should  arrive ! 
what  sounds  !  what  unexpected  sounds  ! 
and  Ella  kept  repeating  them  till  she  re- 
tired to  rest  to  muse  over  the  blessed  hope, 
"  To  hear  that  voice  she  feai'd  to  hear  no  more!*' 

The  next  day  she  would  fain  have  given 
another  holiday ;  but  Mrs.  Vane  wisely 
remarked,  that  as  occupation  is  a  salutary 
medicine  for  sorrow,  so  is  it  for  joy,  and 
serves  to  keep  the  spirits  in  wholesome 
bounds.  Therefore  Ella  kept  school  as. 
usual,  and  to  prevent  her  having  any  un- 
necessary emotion,  Mrs.  Vane  sent  the 
little  Ella  to  a  friend's  house  for  a  few 

days. 
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days,  as  the  sight  of  her  evidently  agitated 
Ella's  spirits. 

Bigotry  and  superstition  have  destroyed 
so  many  lives,  and  will,  I  fear,  destroy 
so  many  more,  that  one  is  pleased  to  find 
tKem  preserving  one  life, — and  that  so  va- 
luable a  life  as  Colonel  Vane's. 

Mr.  Vane  and  his  wife  had  both  been 
catholics,  but  had  abjured  that  church  be- 
fore they  were  united.  Their  daughter, 
however,  having  been  educated  secretly 
in  that  communion,  by  a  governess,  was 
allowed  by  her  parents  to  worship  as  her 
convictions  directed.  On  her  death- 
bed she  tied  with  her  own  hand  round 
Colonel  Vane's  neck  a  small  gold  cru- 
cifix, conjuring  him  to  keep  and  wear  it 
always  for  her  sake.  Colonel  Vane,  who 
tenderly  loved  her,  obeyed  her  parting 
desire,  and  continually  wore  what  she 
considered  as  holy,  and  hoped,  perhaps, 
would  in  time  influence  the  wearer,  for 

the 
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the  head  of  the  Saviour  opened  and  con- 
tained  a  holy  relic. — When  Colonel  Vane 
was  cut  down  before  Seringapatam,  he 
struggled  to  recover  his  feet  spite  of  the 
terrible  sabre  wound  on  his  head,  but  did 
not  succeed,  and  he  fell  over  a  mound  of 
earth  into  an  excavation  beside  it.  Here 
he  remained  unseen  while  the  field  was^ 
searched  ;  but  in  the  dead  of  night  a 
PortugAiese  missionary,  and  one  of  the 
most  fanatical  of  his  tribe,  sallied  forth 
from  the  pious  hope  of  administering  spi- 
ritual aid  to  some  of  the  dying  who  might 
yet  be  sensible  of  the  sacred  rite;  and  his 
foot  happening  to  stumble  over  ihe  mound 
of  earth,  he  fell  over  it,  and  on  the  body 
of  Colonel  Vane.  He  im.mediately  con- 
jectured that  he  had  fallen  on  a  corpse ; 
but  hearing  a  groan,  he  knew  his  conjec- 
tures to  be  false  ;  and  stooping  to  examine 
the  wounded  man,  who  was  he  saw  by 
his   dress  an  English  officer  of  rank,  he 

beheld 
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beheld  glittering  on  his  bosom  the  holy 
cross,  which  spoke  him,  as  he  imagined, 
a  secret  worshipper  according  to  the  rites 
of  his  own  holy  religion  :  therefore,  to 
preserve  the  life  of  a  believer,  and  a  be- 
liever who  was  in  circumstances  to  make 
proselytes,  became  an  act  of  the  most 
positive  duty.  He  accordingly  tried  to 
staunch  the  wound  on  the  head  ;  and  hav- 
ing to  a  degree  succeeded,  he  contrived  to 
carry  and  to  drag  the  insensible  sufferer 
to  a  hut  in  which  he  himself  had  passed 
the  night ;  and  as  he  was  to  sail  the 
next  day  for  Goa,  he  hired  a  conveyance, 
for  bis  patient  to  the  coast,  whom  he 
dressed  in  the  garb  of  an  ecclesiastic ;  and 
having  reached  the  shore,  he  took  him 
with  him  on  board,  as  a  brother  priest 
who  had  been  wounded  by  a  sudden  battle 
beneath  the  walls  of  the  city.  In  the 
mean  while  Colonel  Vane,  still  insensible, 
and  not  likely  then,  if  ever,  to  recover  his 

recollection. 
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recollection,  was  incapable  of  contradicting 
his  statement.  At  length  they  reached 
Goa,  and  the  priest  conveyed  his  patient 
to  his  home,  where  by  judicious  treat- 
ment he  at  length  recovered  his  senses, 
and  found  himself  to  his  utter  surprise  in 
a  place  and  with  a  person  whom  he  had 
no  knowledge  of.  As  soon  as  the  priest 
saw  him  move  and  heard  him  speak,  he 
crossed  himself  and  held  up  the  crucifix  be- 
fore Colonel  Vane;  but  Colonel  Vane,  who 
was  not  used  to  such  ceremonies,  took  no 
notice  of  what  he  said  or  did,  but  begged 
to  know,  in  English,  where  he  was  and 
what  had  happened  to  him.  The  mission- 
ary replied  in  Portugueze,  which  Colo- 
nel Vane  understood  sufficiently  to  learn 
that  he  was  in  Goa,  and  brought  thither 
by  the  priest  whose  care  had  saved  his 
life. 

"  But  why  did  you  bring  me  hither  ?" 
asked  Colonel  Vane.  ,q. 

«  That 
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i     "  That  you   might  inhabit  a  holy  city, 
^%here  the  true  faith  is  established,  and, 
^^eaving  heretics  awhile,  worship  with  your 
true  brethren,'* 

x4inazement  for  a  time  suspended  the 
-reply  of  Colonel  Vane :  at  length  he  an- 
-swered,  "  Surely  you  do  not  know  that 
you  are  speaking  to  an  English  officer?" 
*'  To  be  sure  I  do — but  you  may  trust 
me ;  I  will  not  betray  you, — I  know  yoUr 
secret — 1  know  you  are  in  your  heart  a 
good  catholic,    as  this  holy  cross,    con- 
taining this  holy  relic,    worn  next  your 
bosom,  sufficiently  testifies,  and  therefore 
I  laboured  to  save  your   life,    that  you 
might  live  to  convert  others." 

Colonel  Vane,  ill  as  he  was,  could 
scarcely  help  smiling  at  this  mistake, 
though  he  felt  that  he  owed  his  life  to  it : 
but  he  was  too  honourable,  whatever 
might  be  the  risk  to  himself,  to  let  his 
preserver  remain  deceived  any  longer  :  he 

therefore 
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therefore  assured  him  that,  though  no  ca- 
tholic, he  was  a  christian,  and  he  could 
not  have  preserved  a  man  who  would  be 
more  willing  to  acknowledge  and  to  prove 
his  sense  of  the  obligation. 

"  No  catholic!*'  replied  the  priest, 
*'  then  why  do  you  wear  this  sacred  sym- 
bol?" 

"  I  had  a  catholic  sister,  who  on  her 
death-bed  tied  it  round  my  neck,  and  I 
have  worn  and  loved  it  for  her  sake.'* 

I  v.'ill  abridge  the  narrative  as  much  as 
possible,  and  therefore  pass  over  the 
priest's  attempts  to  convert  Colonel  Vane, 
which  would  he  thought  be  of  such  use 
to  the  cause  of  Catholicism,  by  threats, 
by  coaxing,  by  hard  usage,  and  by  kind- 
ness— -refusing  to  let  him  have  the  means 
of  writing  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
who  would,  he  knew,  suppose  him  dead 
and  report  him  as  such  to  England  ;  till 
at  last,  willing  to  keep  the  cross,  which 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Vane  declared  he  never  would 
give  him,    though  he   would  when   he 
reached  England,    or  any  British  domi- 
nions, remit  him  a  hundred  times  its  value, 
the  fanatic,  on  his  uttering  some  violent 
philippic  against   the  Inquisition   and  its 
odious  jurisdiction,  informed  against  him  ; 
and  though  scarcely  able  to  move,  he  was 
soon  lodged  in  one  of  the  prisons  of  that 
formidable  power  at  Goa.   There  he  soon 
fell  ill  of  a  violent  fever,    after  he  had 
suffered  eight  months  of  illness,  weakness 
and  anxiety,  before  he  entered  its  hated 
walls ;  and  for  many  months  he  was  at 
times  deprived  of  his  reason,   which  he 
at  length  recovered  to  find  himself  still  in 
his  sad  and  lonely  prison,  and  to  believe 
that  a  disorder  on  the  lungs  would  soon 
terminate  his  existence.  In  this  deplorable 
state  he  prevailed  on  his  jailer  to  give  him 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  to  carry  a  letter 
from  him  to  the  chief  inquisitor,  stating 
VOL.  II.  N  who 
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who  he  was,  and  begging  that  a  letter 
from  him  might  be  forwarded  to  General 
Harris.  To  this  letter  he  received  no 
answer  for  many  weeks.  At  length  he 
was  told  that  a  letter  had  been  dispatched 
to  General  Harris,  who  had  written  back 
word  that  the  person  who  called  himself 
Colonel  Vane  must  be  an  impostor,  for 
that  that  lamented  officer's  body  had  been 
found,  and  interred  with  military  honours. 
This  overwhelming  intelligence  upset  the 
as  yet  weak  intellect  of  the  sufferer  ;  for,  as 
he  saw  no  way  of  convincing  any  one  that 
he  was  alive,  he  knew  not  how  to  liberate 
himself  from  the  prison.  He  was  besides 
threatened  with  being  called  before  its  hor- 
rid tribunal :  and  it  is  no  wonder  therefore 
that  he  relapsed  into  fever  and  delirium. 

When  he  again  recovered,  the  jailer  was 
so  moved  with  his  sufferings,  that  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  procure  him  the  means 
of  sending  a  letter  himself  to  the  army, 

to 
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to  be  given  into  the  general's  own  hand. 
Accordingly  a  swift-footed  Indian  was 
procured,  and  departed  on  his  voyage 
and  his  journey.  The  letter  succeeded  : 
Colonel  Vane's  hand-writing  was  known, 
a  soldier  was  sent  to  identify  his  per- 
son, and  in  due  time  he  was  claimed 
by  the  British  resident  at  Goa.  But 
he  was  so  weak,  and  so  likely  in  his 
opinion  to  die,  that  he  begged  neither 
General  Harris,  nor  the  resident  to  whose 
house  he  was  now  removed,  would  trans- 
mit to  England  an  account  of  his  being 
alive,  as  he  felt  that  it  was  better  for  those 
who  loved  him  to  suppose  him  dead  at 
his  post,  than  to  fancy  him  lingering  in  a 
painful  illness  which  might  be  followed 
by  a  lingering  death.  And  it  was  long, 
very  long,  and  the  third  year  of  his 
absence  from  England  had  commenced, 
ere  he  thought  himself  sufficiently  sure 
of  life  to  allow  his  escape  to  be  made 
N  2  known 
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known  in  England  ;  and  having  borrowed 
the  money  necessary  for  his  passage  and 
subsistence,  he  sailed  by  the  first  ship 
that  went  after  the  vessel  which  contained 
the  gentleman  who  had  seen  and  spoken 
with  him. 

At  length  Colonel  Vane  reached  En- 
gland,  whence  he  had  received  no  letters 
since  he  left  it.  The  ship  was  lost  that 
conveyed  Ella's  letter,  and  the  letters 
were  lost  which  told  of  his  mother's 
change  of  fortune.  He  drove  imme- 
diately to  what  he  imagined  the  house  of 
his  banker :  but  strangers  inhabited  it ; 
and  he  could  only  learn  from  one  of  the 
new  firm  that  Messrs.  — —  had  failed, 
and  had  not  paid  half-a-crown  in  the 
pound.  He  also  added  that  Mrs.  Vane 
lived  at  such  a  place,  and  that  she  and  a 
Miss  Aubrey  kept  school  together.  Co- 
lonel Vane  then  desired  the  post-boy  to 
drive  him  to  the  inn  directly,  where  he 

ordered 
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ordered  a  chaise  and  four  horses,  resolving 
to  proceed  with  all  possible  expedition  to 
his  mother's  abode.  "  She  shall  not 
keep  school  two  days  longer,  I  am  re- 
solved/' said  he,  "  and  Miss  Aubrey  shall 
have  it  all  to  herself.'*  While  waiting  to 
pay  the  ostler,  and  as  the  horses  were 
ready  to  start.  Captain  Clinton,  only  just 
arrived  himself  from  Guernsey,  appeared 
at  the  door  of  the  chaise,  having  only  that 
moment  heard  the  news  of  Colonel  Vane's 
restoration  from  the  grave.  But  he  was 
so  altered  that  Clinton  did  not  know  him 
when  he  first  spoke,  and  when  he  did, 
he  could  hardly  articulate  the  joy  he  felt 
at  seeing   him.     "  I  am  now  setting  off 

for  T ,"  said   Colonel  Vane :    then, 

with  some  confusion,  he  added,  *'  Pray, 
Miss  Mordaunt — " 

''  Is,"  interrupted  Clinton,  *'  Miss  Mor- 
daunt no  longer,  as  you  have,  1  suppose, 
heard .  before  this  time. — Well^  you  are  a 

lucky 
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lucky  fellow,  Vane.  But  go  ;  let  me  rot 
detain  you ;  I  will  see  you  soon."  And 
Colonel  Vane's  post-boy  drove  off,  while 
he  remained  wretched,  unquiet,  suspicious, 
and  surprised.— Miss  Mordaunt  was  Miss 
Mordaunt  no  longer;  she  was  married 
then,  and  yet  he  was  styled  a  lucky  fellow ! 
No  doubt,  therefore,  she  had  turned 
out  ill ;  and  his  misgivings  were  just. 
No  wonder ;  for  was  she  not  the  friend 
cf  Lady  Hirrict  Bentham  ?  And  these  re- 
flections very  much  damped  the  joy  which 
he  felt  at  the  idea  of  seeing  his  mother, 
and  rescuing  her  from  her  present  situa- 
tion. He  had  the  precaution  not  to 
drive  to  the  door,  lest  he  should  overset 
Mrs.  Vane  by  coming  abruptly ;  but 
he  went  up  to  it  on  foot,  and  gave  a 
gentle  knock  : — he  then  put  a  little  noto 
into  the  hand  of  the  servant,  and  told  her 
to  give  it  to  Mrs.  Vane;  it  was  to  say 
that  Colonel  Vane  was  very  near.     Mrs. 


APPEARANCE  IS  AGAINST  HER.       271 

Vane  was  alone ;  for  Ella  was  ifi  the 
school.  She  read  the  note,  and  instantly 
recognised  the  hand-writing.  *^  Where's 
the  gentleman  ?'*  she  exclaimed;  and  in 
another  moment  she  was  folded  in  the 
arms  of  her  son. 

"  My  poor  Edmund!"  she  exclaimed 
almost  hysterically,  "  how  you  are  al- 
tered !  I  should  not  have  known  you, 
my  child  :  but  I  am  altered  too, — and 
you  shall  fmd  I  can  at  last  be  a  mother  !  '* 

This  effusion  of  tenderness  where  he  so 
little  expected  it,  was  a  cordial  indeed  to 
the  drooping  spirits  of  Colonel  Vane,  and 
after  some  iiule  time  he  said,  "  But  who 
is  the  Miss  Aubrey  who  lives  with  you  ?'* 

'*  An  angel,"  she  replied  :  "  she  has 
nursed  me,  waited  on  me,  and  made  me 
the  .sharer  of  her  foriune  while  she  had 
fortune  to  bestow  ;  and  when,  like  me,  slie 
became  deprived  of  all,  '  of  every  stay 
save  innocence  and  heaven,'  she  united 

her 
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her  poverty  to  mine,  and  laboured  cheer- 
fully to  procure  comfort  for  me,''* 

"  Generous  woman  1  how  1  shall  ad- 
mire her!*' 

"  Nay,  more ; — you  must  love  her. 
Vane:  she  is  young,  beautiful,  and  ac- 
complished !  and  the  only  woman  I  ever 
thought  worthy  to  be  the  wife  of  my  son. 
Vane,  you  must  marry  her." 

"  Never :  any  thing  else,  dear  madam^ 
for  indeed  I  have  not  a  heart  to  bestow. 
Like  you,  your  son  can  know  no  second 
love,  and,— but  I  beg  you  will  allow  me 
to  drop  the  subject.'* 

"  At  present  I  will,"  said  Mrs.  Vane, 
"  but  it  must  be  resumed : — and  now  let 
me  present  you  to  Miss  Aubrey."  So 
saying,  she  led  the  way  to  the  school- 
room, the  door  of  which  was  open,  and 
Ella  sat  with  her  back  to  it,  busily  em- 
ployed in  teaching  a  little  girl  her  lesson. 
Mrs.  Vane  gave  the  children  a  sign  not 

to 
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to  notice  their  approach,  and  Colonel  Vane 
heard  the  voice  of  Ella  as  she  asked  the 
child  questions,  and  corrected  its  mistakes. 
*'  There  never  was  but  one  voice  like 
that,"  thought  Colonel  Vane,  and  his 
heart  beat  tumultuously : — but  could  it 
be  ?— was  it  possible  ?  But  then  the  form 
too, — the  dark  and  glossy  hair,  the  back 
of  the  neck  !  Just  then  Ella  turned  her 
head  round,  and,  uttering  a  scream  of 
joy  and  surprise,  fl^w  into  the  extended 
arms  of  Colonel  Vaue,  who  led  or  rather 
bore  her  into  an  adjoining  apartment. 

^'  How  could  yoa  surprise  me  so,  my 
dear  madam  ?"  said  Ella  as  she  withdrew 
herself,  blushing  and  trembling,  from  Co- 
lonel Vane's  support. 

"  I  had  my  reasons,"  replied  Pvlrs.  Vane. 

"  But  how  CDuid  you  know  me  so  in- 
stantly?'' said  Colonel  Vane;  "for  I 
am  so  altered,  that  even  Clinton  hesitated 
to  speak  to  me.'* 

N  5  "I 
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.*'  I  should  have  known  you  any  where," 
replied  Ella  tenderly  and  earnestly,  but 
blushmg  afterwards  at  her  own  vehe- 
mence. 

If  ever  man  W'as  happy,  it  was,  at  this 
moment,  Colonel  Vane.  Ella  had  not 
justified  herself;  yet  he  felt  her  to  be  so; 
—  he  found  her  the  nurse,  the  friend,  the 
supporter,  the  consolation,  the  idol,  the 
pride  of  his  mother  ;  and  though  little 
inclined  to  vanity,  he  could  net  help 
flattering  himself  that  it  was  a  httle  for 
the  son's  sake  that  she  had  done  so  much 
for  the  mother.  "  But  then  he  was  sup- 
posed dead." — True ; — and  it  was  then 
love  for  his  memory  that  had  perpetuated 
her  services  to  Mrs.  Vane,  and  that  was  a 
purer,  a  sweeter  consciousness  still; — and 
for  tv^o  days,  every  look,  every  word  of 
Colonel  Vane's  convinced  both  his  mother 
and  Ella  that  he  was  about  to  request 
from  her  a  renewal  of  that  engagement 

vvhicli 
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which  she,  in  a  moment  of  anger,  had 
dissolved.  On  the  morning  of  the  third 
day,  being  alone  with  Ella,  who  had  pre- 
vailed on  Mrs.  Vane  to  assist  her  in  the 
execution  of  a  scheme  which  she  '  had 
planned,  he  was  just  about  to  open  his 
heart  to  her,  when  the  little  Ella,  just  re- 
turned from  her  visit,  bolted  into  the 
room,  and,  running  up  to  Ella,  jumped  on 
her  lap,  calling  her  her  dear  dear  mamma  ! 
— ^The  sight  of  a  ghost  would  have  less  ap- 
palled Colonel  Vane  ;  while  Eiia,  who  saw 
his  consternation,  said,  "  There,  my  dear, 
go  and  ask  that  gentleman  how  he  does." 

"How  do  you  do,  sir?"  cried  the 
obedient  child,  turning  on  idm  Ella's  oivn 
blue  eijca  and  long  eyelashes,  "  How 
do  you  do,  sir?"  the  child  repeated,  as 
Colonel  Vane  did  not  answer. 

"  How  do  you  do,  liule  d  ar,  how  do 
you  do?"  he  answered  ai  lengt.i  in  a 
hurried  manner, 

*'  Shall 
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"Shall  I  kiss  you?*'  she  said,  putting 
up  her  mouth  to  him  ;  when  Ella,  see- 
ing his  almost  ludicrous  agony,  told  the 
child  to  go  and  speak  to  her  grand- 
7namma. 

"  Mamma !  and  grandmamma^  and 
Ella's  own  eyes  and  eyelashes  !  Alas  ! " 
thought  he,  "  I  fancied  all  my  suspicions 
vanished,  all  my  fears  removed !  But 
suspicion  once  excited  is  like  the  heads  of 
the  Hydra,  and  cut  them  off  ever  so  often 
they  spring  up  again."  However,  he  felt 
that  the  moment  ivas  arrived  when  he 
might  and  ought  to  interrogate  Ella  on 
the  subject  of  this  child  :  and  as  soon  as 
she  was  gone,  he  seated  himself  by  her, 
and  begged  her  to  explain  the  as  yet  in- 
explicable mystery  which  involved  that 
child,  and  the  circumstances  related  to  it. 
It  was  not  possible  for  her  to  make  the  dis- 
closure herself;  and  Ella, not  without  great 
emotion,  replied^  "  Yes,  Colonel  Vane, 

it 
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it  is  now  indeed  time  that  every  mystery 
should  be  cleared  up  to  you,  and  every 
secret  revealed  ;  but  as  I  cannot  under- 
take the  task,  your  mother  luilL  Go  to 
her,  therefore,  this  moment,"  said  she, 
bursting  into  tears,  "  and  I  conjure  you 
ardently  and  solemnly  to  look  upon  that 
child  with  kindness,  and  not  to  execrate 
her  unhappy  mother  1  **  Then,  hastening 
from  the  room,  and  not  at  all  aware  of  the 
equivocal  sense  of  her  words,  she  left 
Colonel  Vane  more  bewildered,  more 
wretched,  more  suspicious  than  before. — 
"  Not  quire  to  execrate  the  mother ! 
Why,    who   is    the    mother  ?     Gracious 

God  !  can  it  inded  be  that Pity  and 

forgive,  1  may  do ;  but  as  to  marriage — " 
He  then  went  in  search  of  his  mother ;  and 
as  he  entered  her  apartment,  he  saw  Ella 
with  her  handkerchief  at,  her  eyes  go  out 
at  an  opposite  door.  "  Whence  but 
from  one  distracting  cause,"  thought  Co- 
lonel 
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lonel  Vane,  ''•  can  this  strong  emotion 
proceed  ?"  and  with  a  heart  more  op- 
pressed than  it  had  ever  been,  he  took  a 
chair,  and  begged  his  mother  to  disclose 
to  him  the  mysterious  secret. 

"  First,  let  m.e  put  a  few  questions  to 
you,"  she  replied.  "  You  know  what 
Miss  Aubrey  has  been  to  me,  Edmund, — 
friend,  comforter,  supporter,  child : — 
therefore  you  must  suppose  that  I  wish 
her  to  find  the  reward  of  her  many  virtues 
m  being  the  wife  of  my  son,  for  whom 
she  has  preserved  an  unshaken  attach- 
ment.'* / 

*'  And  if,'*  replied  Colonel  Vane,  af- 
fected and  pleased  at  this  last  assurance, 
*'  and  if  to  her  other  virtues  Miss  Aubrey 
adds  the  indispensable  virtue  of  chastity, 
that  balm  which  can  alone  preserve  the 
others  from  decr^y,  1  iviU  marry  her  ;  for 
I  love  her  passionately,  and  never  never 
can  be  happy  without  her,  though,  while 

1  have 
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I  have  a  doubt  of  her  honour,  I  never 
could  be  happy  ivithhew'" 

''  What !  could  you  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  forgive  one  deviation  ;  a  fault  ex- 
cused by  youth  and  ex-tenuating  circum- 
stances, and  atoned  for  by  a  multitude  of 
virtues  and  tears  of  incessant  per.irence  ?" 

••  Madam,  madam,  vvhat  do  I  hear  ? 
my  mother  pleading  to  her  son  to  forgive 
in  his  intended  wife  a  lapse  from  virtue  ? 
Penitence  is  a  fine  thing,  to  be  sure ;  but 
I  can't  say  but  I  admire  much  more 
those  who  have  no  need  of  penitence. 
But  all  this  is  triiiing : — to  come  to  the 
point  at  once,  who  is  that  child  ?" 

"  She  is  the  child  of  guilt  and  shame, 
and  her  poor  mother's  fondest  hope — '* 

"  Oh  I  this  is  too  much  to  b.ar ! 
Madam,  if  Miss  Aubrey,  in  early  youth, 
contracted  an  imprudent  or  even  dis" 
graceful  marriage,  and  that  child  be  the 
fruit  of  it,  I  will  forgive  and  marry  her ; 

but 
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but  never,  never,  though  my  health, 
broken  it  is,  should  sink  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  eternal  renunciation  of  her  ; 
never  will  I  marry  a  woman,  whose  virtue 
having  been  once  forfeited  I  shall  al- 
ways think  liable  to  be  forfeited  again, 
and  who  also,  in  my  eyes,  has  lost  the 
brightest  and  most  necessary  charm  of 
woman  !" 

"  And  this  is  your  fixed,  your  final  re- 
solution ?  Then,  poor  Miss  Aubrey!" 
exclaimed  Mrs.  Vane  ironically  ;  for  she 
knew^  how  happy  this  delicate  and  wise 
decision  in  her  eyes  would  render  Ella, 
who  vashed  her  lover,  when  put  to  the 
trial,  should  love  her  better  than  any 
thing  but  honour  and  virtue. — Colonel 
Vane,  hov/ever,  mistook  his  mother's 
words,  and  indeed  she  wished  him  to  do 
so,  knowing  that  in  proportion  to  his  pre- 
vious despair  would  be  his  joy  on  being 
undeceived.  "  Here,  Edmund  ! "  she  con-. 

linucd. 
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tinued,  "  here  is  the  narrative  which  you 
require,**  giving  him  the  manuscript  in 
form  of  a  letter  uhich  Ella  had  addressed 
to  her,  "  and  read  it,  read  it  here  in 
my  presence.  The  first  part  it  is  un- 
necessary for  you  to  read  now,  as  it  con- 
tains what  you  know  already.  You  had 
therefore  better  begin  at  '  When  I  was 
in  London  I  received  a  letter — '  " 

Colonel  Vane,  though  wishing  to  read 
the  manuscript  alone,  consented  to  his 
mother's  wishes,  and  also  began  where 
she  directed  him.  It  was  with  triumph  of 
the  most  delightful  nature  that  Mrs.  Vane 
read  on  the  expressive  countenance  of  her 
son  the  gradual  revival  of  his  hopes  and 
confidence  in  Ella,  as  he  advanced  in  the 
narrative  ;  while,  forgetting  she  was  pre- 
sent, he  gave  way  in  sudden  exclamations 
to  his  feelings  as  they  rose,  and  he  never 
laid  the  manuscript  down  till  he  had  read 
to  the  end  of  Mrs.  Montgomerie's  dying 

wishes^ 
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wishes,  and  request  to  Ella.  When  he  had 
read  thus  far,  and  remembered  the  scene 
at  the  cottage,  he  started  from  his  sear, 
and  was  rushing  out  of  the  room,  but  his 
mother  stopped  him  :  "  Where  are  you 
going?**  said  she. 

"  In  search  of  her — of  Ella — to  hum- 
ble  myself  before  her — to  fall  at  her 
feet." 

"  But  you  will  not  find  her: — ^aware 
of  what  your  feelings  would  be,  Ella  went 
out ;  so  sit  down  and  read  on."  But  un- 
abb  any  longer  to  bear  a  witness  of  his 
mingled  and  overpowering  feelings,  he 
left  the  room,  and  retired  to  finish  the 
manuscript  in  hio  own  apartment. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  meet- 
ing between  him  and  Ella  after  her  return 
from  her  walk :  and  the  happiness  of 
Ella  and  Colonel  Vane  was  soon  increased 
by  a  visit  from  Colonel  Rivers  and  his 
amiable  wife ;  and  while  the  latter  with 

tearful 
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tearful  eyes  contemplated  the  ravages 
which  harsh  treatment  and  illness  had 
made  in  Colonel  Vane,  "  all  of  which," 
she  mournfully  said,  "  he  encountered  for 
my  sake,"  he  could  not  help  surveying 
her  with  very  different  feelings  ;  and  as 
he  beheld  her  restored  colour  and  her 
now  round  and  healthy  form,  he  earnestly 
exclaimed,  "To  see  you  at  all,  but  cer- 
tainly to  see  you  thus,  is  a  very  ample 
reward  for  all  my  sufferings." 

"  But  you  deserve  a  greater  still/'  she 
replied,  "  and  O  that  I,  who  was  the 
cause  of  separating  you  so  long,  might 
have  the  happiness  of  witnessing  your 
union  for  life!  I  assure  you.  Rivers  and 
I  came  on  purpose  ;  and  v;'e  will  not  de- 
part till  we  have  had  a  wedding." 

Their  wishes  were  granted  ;  a  draught 
of  a  marriage  settlement,  to  be  finished  at 
a  future  day,  was  drawn  up,  and  before 
Colonel  Rivers  and  hi3  wife  departed  they 

had 
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had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the 
union  of  Ella  and  Colonel  Vane.  Soon 
after,  the  man  who  had  deprived  Ella  of 
her  estates  died,  and  his  son  fell  a  victim 
to  intemperance.  Consequently  Ella,  as 
he  died  without  children,  again  became 
possessor  of  Bower  Wood  and  Briardale. 
And  as  I  cannot  believe  that  any  tvoman, 
or  any  man,  who  has  been  the  object  of 
unjust  calumny  and  slanderous  accusa- 
tion^ would  not  willingly  be  enabled  to 
clear  their  fame  from  the  least  shadow  of 
suspicion  in  this  world,  rather  than  wait 
till  that  awful  hour  "  when  the  secrets 
of  all  hearts  shall  be  laid  open,"  I  must 
think  that  Ella  and  Colonel  Vane  both 
derived  some  satisfaction  from  the  entire 
removal  of  every  shade  from  her  charac- 
ter, which  took  place  soon  after  their 
marriage. 

Captain  Montgomerie  when  stationed, 
off  Jeisey,  where  his  wife's  friend  Mrs. 

Benwell 
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Ben  well  resided,  had  frequently  visited 
that  lady,  and,  spite  of  himself,  was  struck 
with  the  confusion  and  embarrassment 
which  she  displayed  when  he  was  ques- 
tioning her  relative  to  Mrs.  Montgomerie's 
last  illness. — Still,  though  he. feared  he 
knew  not  what,  he  forbore  further  inter- 
rogatories, as  if  from  the  dread  of  learn- 
ing by  cross-examination  something  that 
might  distress  him.  Not  long  after  one 
of  these  conversations  Mrs.  Benwell  was 
seized  with  a  mortal  malady ;  and  on  her 
death-bed  she  declared  that  she  should 
not  die  easy  without  disburthening  her 
mind  of  the  load  of  deception  towards 
Captain  Montgomerie  which  weighed 
heavily  upon  it.  Accordingly  that  gen- 
tleman was  sent  for,  and  she  unfolded  to 
his  -almost  phrensied  view,  a  scene  of 
guilt  of  which  he  had  not  the  remotest 
idea.  He  found  that  before  she  married 
him  his  wife  had  had  a  secret  intrigue,  of 

which 
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which  Mrs.  Benwell,  then  her  governess, 
had  been  the  confidante ;  and  he  also 
heard,  that  the  child  whom  Ella  had  so 
eagerly  sought  to  conceal  from  his  sight, 
and  had  thereby  called  forth  in  him  su- 
spicions of  her  own  guilt,  was  the  inno- 
cent offspring  of  the  guilt  of  that  woman, 
whose  conduct  and  manners  he  had  been 
as  it  were  reproaching  her  for  not  imi- 
tating !  Now  all  her  emotions  were  ac- 
counted for;  now  her  generous  silence, 
even  at  a  certain  risk  to  herself,  was  ex- 
plained to  her  everlasting  honour! — At 
first  he  nearly  sunk  under  the  blow,  and 
felt  that  his  sufferings  on  the  loss  of  his 
wife,  were  nothing  in  comparison  of  what 
he  now  endured. — 'Twas  sweet,  'twas 
soothing,  to  weep  for  her  Vv'hile  he  ima- 
gined her  virtuous ; — 'twas  bitter,  'twas 
maddening,  to  mourn  over  her  as  vicious, 
and  as  the  victim  of  vice ! — "  However,'* 
said  he  to  himself,  "  I  will  have  the  satis- 
faction 
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faction  of  revenge! — And  as  soon  as  he 
could  set  sail  for  England  he  did,  in  pur- 
suit of  his  treacherous  friend  and  of  his 
wife's  seducer. — He  found  him  at  last  at 
Cheltenham,  and  sent  him  a  challenge  ; 
but  instead  of  meeting  him,  he  sent  him  a 
reply  importing  that  he  would  not  fight 
him,  and  left  the  place.  But  Captain 
Montgomerie  pursued  and  traced  him  to 

W J  having  first  written  a  letter  to 

Ella  expressive  of  her  great  merit,  and  his 
deep  sense  of  it.    The  day  after  he  reached 

W ,    being   resolved   to    force   Mr. 

Baddeley  into  the  field,  he  loaded  his 
pistols  and  went  in  search  of  him. — He 
found  him  in  a  coffee-house  surrounded 
by  gentlemen.  Nor,  had  he  been  less 
angry,  could  he  have  beheld  without  hor- 
ror, not  unmixed  with  pity,  the  ravages 
which  vice  and  intemperance  had  made 
in  the  once  handsome  and  admired  Badde- 
ley ;  the  man  whom  the  woman  he  adored 

had 
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had  preferred  to  him ;  the  man  who  had 
destroyed  her  virtue  first,  and  ultimately 
been  the  means  of  hastening  her  to  the 
tomb !  Captain  Montgomerie  gazed  on 
him  for  a  few  moments  unseen  by  him, 
and  with  a  look  of  such  agony  as  occa- 
sioned a  motion  of  surprise  in  the  by- 
standers to  whom  Baddeley  was  speaking, 
which  occasioned  the  latter  to  turn  round  ; 
and  as  he  did  so,  his  eyes  rested  on  Cap- 
tain Montgomerie. — He  started,  staggered 
to  a  chair,  and  hid  his  face  with  his  hands. 

"  Mr.  Baddeley,  sir,"  said  Captain 
Montgomerie  in  a  voice  almost  inarticu- 
late with  emotion,  "  I  wish  to  have  a  pri- 
vate conversation  with  you." 

"  Sir,  I  deny  it." 

*'  Sir,  I  will  force  you  to  grant  it." 

At  length,  after  a  pause,  Baddeley  start- 
ed up  and  exclaimed,  "  Well,  if  it  must  be 
so,  it  must :  but  before  I  die  I  will  do  an 
act  of  justice  ;  I  will  clear  the  reputation 

of 
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of  a  most  innocent  and  injured  woman. — 
Take  notice,  all  who  are  here-present,  that 
I,  John  Baddeley,  most  solemnly  declare, 
having  the  fear  of  death  before  my  eyes, 
that  I  am  the  father  of  the  child  now  un- 
der the  care  of  Mrs.  Vane,  late  Ella  Mor- 
daunt,  alias  Aubrey  ;  and  that  Mrs.  Mont- 
gomerie,  her  cousin,  was  the  mother  of  it»" 

*'  Villain  ! "  exclaimed  Montgomerie, 
*'  and  do  you  boast  of  your  wickedness  ? " 
— and  was  approaching  him,  but  was 
held  back. 

"  No : — I  say  this  only  to  do  justice 
to  an  aspersed  and  exemplary  woman  ; — - 
for  that  gentleman  would  not  do  it  to 
skreen  the  fame  of  his  wife. — The  un- 
happy Lucy  summoned,  I  find,  to  her 
■death-bed  this  lady,  her  first  cousin,  and 
there  bequeathed  to  her  protection  and 
her  silence  the  fruit  of  our  guilt, — How 
nobly  she-kept  the  secret  to  trusted,  how 
kindly  she  has  watched  over  the  pledge  so 

VOL,  11.  o  bequeathed, 
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bequeathed,  even  at  certain  risks  and  mi- 
sery to  herself,  I  call  on  you  present,  in- 
habitants of  W ,  to  testify  to  and  ad- 
mire ! — And  now,  Captain  Montgomerie, 
I  am  at  your  service.** 

But  what  Baddeley  hoped  would  hap- 
pen, while  he  said  that,  did  happen,  and 
immediately  : — some  one  had  stolen  out 
and  given  information  to  the  magistrates 
that  a  duel  was  likely  to  take  place ;  and 
both  gentlemen  as  they  were  leaving  the 
city  were  put  under  arrest :  while  Mont- 
gomerie, disappointed  of  his  vengeance, 
which  this  wild  and  wanton  exposure  of  his 
wife's  infamy  had  made  him  more  greedy 
of  than  ever,  was  taken  to  Bower  Wood 
by  Colonel  Vane,  who  happened  to  be 
passing  through  the  town. — But  Mont- 
gomerie was  spared  the  guilt  of  taking 
justice  into  his  own  hands :  for  the  wretch- 
ed Baddeley  a  day  or  two  after  drank 
himself  at  a  tavern  into  an  apoplexy  of 

intoxication. 
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Intoxication,  from  which  he  never  reco- 
vered ; — and  the  wise  and  pious  reason- 
ing of  Ella  and  her  husband  at  length  re- 
stored Montgomerie  to  his  proper  tone  of 
feeling  and  of  acting.  But  he  could  not 
bear  to  see  the  little  Ella ;  and  happily  for 
herself,  considering  the  circumstances  of 
her  birth,  the  child,  having  inherited  the 
consumptive  tendency  of  her  mother,  fell 
into  a  rapid  decline,  after  an  eruptive  fever, 
which  carried  her  oflf  in  a  few  days  5  nor 
could  Ella,  though  she  tenderly  loved 
her,  look  on  her  death,  in  her  situation,  as 
otherwise  than  a  blessing. 

It  was  agreed  when  they  married,  that 
Ella  and  Colonel  Vane,  whom  ill  health 
obliged  to  quit  the  army,  should  reside 
sometimes  on  his  estate  and  sometimes  on 
Ella's,  and  Mrs.  Vane  in  a  house  in  Colo- 
nel Vane's  Park ;  as  she  persisted,  per- 
haps wisely,  in  refusing  their  earnest  en- 
treaties that  she  should  reside  with  them. 
o  2  "  Listen 
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"  Listen  to  me,"  said  Ella  to  her  hus- 
band soon  after  they  were  united — "  I 
protest  against  residing  in  London,  or  to 
staying  company  in  the  house,  except  it  be 
men  and  their  wives,  for  fear  of  relapses ; 
for  I  am  well  convinced  that  jealousy  and 
suspicion,  though  like  a  tendency  to  cer- 
tain disorders  they  may  be  kept  under 
with  care  and  attention  to  avoid  the  food 
that  calls  them  forth,  are  never  to  be 
wholly  eradicated,  and  may  break  forth 
from  the  slightest  and  most  unexpected 
causes." 

"  This  is  very  severe,  and  even  unge^ 
7ier(yus,  Ella,"  said  Colonel  Vane. 

*'  Not  at  all : — and  how  can  you  con- 
sider it  as  such,  when  you,  in  spite  of  all 
my  seclusion  under  the  eye  of  your  mo- 
ther, and  the  innocent  activity  of  my  life 
during  your  absence,  could  again  believe, 
against  all  possibility,  that  1  was  the  mo- 
ther of  the  poor  little  Ella  ?  Can  you,  after 

thisy 
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thisy  suppose  that  you  would  not  be  apt  to 
see  cause  for  jealousy  in  any  warmly  ex- 
pressed kindness  towards  an  agreeable 
guest?" 

"  But  you  would  mean  nothing,  you 
know ;  and  convinced  of  that,  I  should 
not  suspect : — besides,  your  manners  are 
altered." 

**  Aye,  so  they  are,  and  I  hope  will 
continue  to  be  so  :  but  who  that  has  once 
erred,  can  be  sure  of  never  erring  again  ? 
and  the  only  security  is  avoiding  tempta- 
tion.— For  you,  and  you  alone,  I  am  con- 
tented to  live  y  you  alone  I  wish  to  please. 
—  You  may  occasionally  enter  the  gay 
world,  for  I  am  not  jealous ;  and  /  can 
rely  on  your  affection  and  honour  :  but  I 
will  remain  in  retirement,  which  the  habit 
of  occupation  will  always  render  pleasing 
to  me  \  and  I  will  consider  the  pain  I  in- 
flict on  myself,  of  occasional  separation 
from  you,  as  a  just  punishment  for  that 
,.  presumption 
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presumption  which  made  me,  because  I 
was  conscious  of  my  innocence,  dare  to 
set  appearances  and  the  restraints  of  de- 
corum at  defiance.  I  know  my  manner 
was  too  familiar,  too  inviting ;  I  know 
that  it  provoked  and  tolerated  from  your 
sex  too  much  familiarity ;  and  that,  but 
for  my  manners,  neither  the  writer  of  the 
letters,  nor  you^  Could  ever  have  admitted 
a  suspicion  of  my  guilt.  Convinced  of 
this,  I  have  always  inculcated  on  those  un- 
der my  care,  what  has  been  the  result  of 
my  own  painful  experience,  that  the  wo- 
man violates  her  duty  both  to  society  and 
herself,  who  gives  any  one  reason  to  say, 
or  even  to  insinuate,  that  appearance  is 

AGAINST  HER. 
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**  This  Tale  is  replete  with  interest,  and  possesses  pathos 
enough  to  affect  the  heart  of  the  most  callous  uf  critical 
readers."  Monthly  Rev.  June  1S02. 

SIMPLE  TALES. 

By  Mrs.  OPIE. 
In  4  vols.  12mo.  the  Third  Edition,  price  ll.  Is.  Boards. 
••  In  the  Tales  now  before  us  we  find  much  of  the  same 
merits  as  in  her  beautiful  story  of  Adeline  Mowbray;  the 
same  truth  and  delicacy  of  sentiment,  the  same  graceful 
simplicity  in  the  dialogue  parts  of  the  work ;  and  the  same 
happy  art  of  pi  esenting  ordinary  feelings  and  occurrences 
in  a  maimer  that  irresistibly  commands  our  sympathy  and 
airection."  Edin.  Heu. 

ADELINE  MOWBRAY;  or  The  MOTHER 

AND  DAUGHTER.     A  Tale. 
By  Mrs.  OPIE. 
In  3  vols,  foolscap,  8vo.  the  Third  Edition,  price  13s.  6d. 
Boards. 

POEMS. 

By  Mrs.  OPIE. 

In  foolscap  8vo.  with  a  beautiful  Engraving  from  a  Desiga. 

of  Mr.  Oi-iE.,  the  Sixth  Edition,  price  6s.  Boards. 


Books  pulltsked  by  Longnian,  and  Co, 
THE  WARRIOR'S  RETURN,  and  other 

Poems. 

By  Mrs.  OPfE. 

In  foolscap  8vo.  embellished  with  a  Frontispiece,  price  65. 

in  extra  Boards. 

THE  REFUSAL.     A  Novel. 

By  the  Author  of  the  "  Tale  of  the  Times,"   "  Gossip's 

Story,"  (Sec. 

In  3  vols.  12mo.  price  ll.  Is.  Boards. 

THE  LOYALISTS.  An  Historical  Novel. 
By  the  Author  of  "  Letters  to  a  Young  Man,"   «'  A  Tale 

of  the  Times,"  &c. 
In  3  vols.  12mo.  the  Second  Edition,  price  ll.   Is.  Boards. 

**  We  are  dehghted  v/ith  this  book ;  which  is  at  once 
original  and  interesting."  British  CriiiCy  Oct.  1812, 

THE  MOTHER.     A  Poem  in  Five  Books. 
By  Mrs.  WEST. 
In  foolscap  8vo.  hecond  Edition,  price  7s.  Boards. 
*'  Strong  sense,  maternal,  patriotic,  and  above  all,  Chris- 
tian feeling,  without  a  tincture  of  fanaticism,  are  thfe  cha- 
racteristics of  this  Poem,  which  will  be  ever  the  delight  of 
those  who  are  formed  or  trained  to  feel  as  man  should 
feel."  British  Critic,  June  ISO?. 

THE  SCOTTISH  CHIEFS  ;  a  Romance. 

By  Miss  JANE  PORTER. 

In  5  vols.  12mo.  price  ll.  158.  the  Second  Edition. 

THADDEUS  of  WARSAW.     A  Novel. 

By  Miss  PORTER. 

In  4  vols.  12mo.  price  iSs.  Boards,  the  Sixth  Edition. 

"  Thaddeus  is  a  work  of  genius,  and  has  nothing  to  fear 
at  the  candid  br.r  of  taste  ;  he  has  to  receive  the  precious 
meed  of  sympathy  from  every  reader  of  unsopliisticated 
sentiment  and  genuine  feeling."  Jmp.  Hev.  "  This  work 
has  more  merit  than  can  be  ascribed  to  the  crowd  of  pro- 
ductions of  this  class,  and  inculcates  virtuous  and  magna- 
nimous sentiments."     M.  Rev. 
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